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OWGRA 

OSTERLEY AND WYKE GREEN RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the 2nd Meeting of the 2016/17 Committee 

held at 130 Wood Lane, Osterley, TW7 5EQ 

on Saturday 11 June 2016 at 2.30 pm 

Present: 

Committee Members: 

Brij Rathor  Chairman 

Gerry Stevens  Vice-Chairman 

Barbara Stryjak Secretary (minute taker) 

Ian Speed  Treasurer 

David Pavett  Webmaster 

Colin Bell  Planning Officer 

Cecilia Hodgson Committee Member 

 

Guests: 

Sheila O’Reilly  Ward Councillor 

Tony Louki  Ward Councillor 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

 

Vanita Patel (Membership Secretary) 

 

2. Minutes of the Last Committee Meeting held on 27 May 2016 and Matters Arising 

 

The minutes of the last committee meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Before the meeting Colin Bell had returned to the Committee in the role of Planning 

Officer, and George Andraos (Communications Officer) had resigned from the 

Committee. 

 

It was agreed that minutes of committee meetings would be made available to the 

public on the OWGRA website.     Action: Barbara S/David P 

 

3. Update on Handover from Old Committee 

 

Nothing had been received from the previous OWGRA Secretary, who was not 

responding to e-mails and phone calls.  Barbara S and possibly David P were due to 

attend a meeting set up by the previous OWGRA Chairman on 16 June for a handover. 
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4. OWGRA Contact Details 

 

a. Web site www.owgra.org.uk  

David P provided the meeting with a written summary of the situation with the web site 

and emails. 

The old OWGRA website contained very little information, was static and in reality 

pretty useless. 

The previous Secretary had been very unco-operative in the transfer of the domain 

name from one.com to 123-REG (host for the new website) but David P had succeeded 

in transferring the domain through NOMINET.  However it has proved impossible to gain 

access to or transfer old e-mails associated with the www.owgra.org.uk website, but the 

previous committee members cannot now use www.owgra.org,uk for e-mail purposes. 

 

David P requested the committee to provide ideas of what to include on the web site eg 

each street could have its own section on the web site with photos and items of interest. 

There was a suggestion that the web page could carry advertising which was considered 

to be a good idea.         Action: All 

Gerry S agreed to look at other residents’ associations web sites to give some examples 

of good practice.          Action: Gerry S 

 

b. E-mails:  

There was discussion as to whether to use gmail or similar for e-mail addresses but it 

was agreed that as a proper residents’ association we should use addresses ending in 

owgra.org.uk and David P would investigate the cost of this.  There would be separate 

addresses for the different roles and Barbara S asked that e-mails could be held on a 

server so that all committee members had access to them, rather than for them to just 

drop into individual committee members e-mail boxes and other Committee members 

would not have access to them.      Action: David P 

 

c. Postal address 

The old committee had used a post box at 5 Spur Road at a cost of £180 pa, and the 

payment for the next year had been made by the previous Treasurer.  It was agreed to 

write off this cost and to use the postal address of the OWGRA Secretary:  

130 Wood Lane, Osterley, Isleworth, TW7 5EQ    Action: All 

 

d. Telephone number 

It was agreed that the KOG mobile number would be used for OWGRA: 07562 385269.  

Brij R suggested we might need to consider having a landline number in future. 

 

e. Association with Wycombe House 

It was agreed that OWGRA should maintain its association with Wycombe House and 

hold Committee meetings there if possible.  Wycombe House would not charge for this, 

but requested that committee members pay the social sub of £10 individual/£15 joint. 

                                Action: All 

http://www.owgra.org.uk/
http://www.owgra.org.uk/
http://www.owgra.org,uk/
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f. Public meetings 

Tony Louki suggested using other numerous venues in the OWGRA area for public 

meetings eg St Mary’s Church, Spring Grove House (West Thames College), Indian 

Gymkhana Club, local schools, etc. 

 

g. OWGRA Stationery 

Cecilia H said she would prepare some proposals for OWGRA stationery ie letter 

heading, business cards, etc.      Action: Cecilia H 

 

5. ONF Status 

 

A ONF Steering Group was formed:  Cecilia H, Colin B, David P, Brij R, Gerry S, Ian S. 

 

An update of the ONF situation was given. 

SKY and Chris Hern (from Heston) had objected to the area during the public 

consultation period.  It was thought that the Council may propose a new area. 

 

A meeting was scheduled to take place between Danalee Edmund and Mariam 

Sajjad/Mike Doran on Tuesday 14 June at 11.00 at the Council.   

 

OWGRA and the local ward councillors are due to meet with Danalee Edmund to talk 

about the ONF on Mon 20 June at 7 pm at the Council offices.  Action:  All 

 

6. OWGRA Committee 

 

a. Role 

Barbara S proposed that the main role of the Committee should be to establish contact 

with residents, obtain their views and represent them accordingly. 

 

b. Membership 

There are 2 vacant positions (Street Rep Co-ordinator, Communications Manager) on the 

Committee so the four KOG members who are not on the Committee would be 

contacted to see if they would want to be considered for those positions or to become 

Committee Members (general, without portfolio). 

 

c. Who attends Committee meetings 

It was proposed and accepted that only Committee members attend Committee 

meetings but that guests could be invited.  It was also suggested and accepted that 

Committee meetings should be advertised on the web site and that there should be an 

open session during the second half of the meeting for any interested residents to 

attend and participate, and residents would be encourage to submit questions and 

issues for Committee meetings. 
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d. Frequency of Committee Meetings 

It was agreed that Committee Meetings would initially take place every month. 

 

e. Responsibilities of Chairman and Officers 

Gerry S had prepared an outline of responsibilities and these would be send out to the 

Committee members.       Action:  Barbara S 

 

f. Proposal to merge KOG and OWGRA 

It was agreed that KOG and OWGRA would remain separate entities until the JR, and 

that they might well merge after that.  The name/acronym OWGRA, although not ideal. 

would remain, as it had a history, and its image would be repaired by the proposed 

activity of the Committee to engage with residents, while KOG was an action group set 

up for a specific purpose. 

 

g. Code of Conduct 

Cecilia H suggested that we also look at processes and would come up with some 

proposals.         Action:  Cecilia H 

Balvinder Dhillon would be contacted for suggestions on the process of meetings. 

             Action:  Barbara S 

 

7. OWGRA Membership 

 

a. Area 

It was agreed that the OWGRA area is the same as the ONF area.  O&SG ward comprises 

c 5,500 households with c 10,000 registered voters plus children and other adults (not 

registered to vote) giving a rough total of about 15,000 people.  However, OWGRA does 

not include Spring Grove, so the OWGRA area is smaller than this.  OWGRA membership 

peaked in the 1980s at c 2,000 households but settled down to c 1,000 more recently.  

The Northumberland estate has a potential 500 extra members but only c 100 have 

been active recently. 

 

b. Definition of who is a member 

Membership would return to that as defined in the OWGRA Rules ie only those people 

who had paid a membership fee would be deemed to be OWGRA members.  Street reps 

would recruit members, collect membership fees and issue membership cards. 

 

c. Building a membership list 

It was agreed that initially people on the KOG mailing list would be contacted to see if 

they would agree to become OWGRA members. Action:  Barbara S/Vanita P 

It was suggested that there be a membership drive in the autumn. 

 

d. Recruiting Street Reps 

Barbara S and Gerry S would meet to go through the KOG list of supporters to identify a 

few people on each street who could be contacted and asked if they would be street 
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reps.       Action:  Barbara S/Gerry S 

 

e. Vacancy for Street Rep Co-ordinator 

Once street reps were recruited we would encourage one of them to become the Street 

Rep Co-ordinator. 

 

f. Membership Fee 

This would be discussed in more detail at a future meeting but it was suggested we 

initially keep the membership fee to £3 per household. 

Residents should be given the opportunity to make the payment online. 

 

8. OWGRA Constitution/Rules 

 

Gerry S was looking at updating the OWGRA Rules and would send his proposals to the 

committee.        Action:  Gerry S 

 

9. Attendance at External Meetings 

 

It was agreed that the Committee members would be assigned to attending various 

external meetings, with a named substitute in place.  These include IBAF, Council 

Compact (?), G15+, Resident Association Forums, etc.   

          Action:  Gerry S. 

Attendees would do a short summary after each meeting and circulate it to Committee 

members. 

 

Forthcoming meetings for OWGRA Committee members to attend (if available): 

- Monday 20 June, 7 pm, LBH Council Offices, meeting with Danalee Edmund and local 

Ward Councillors about ONF. 

- Tuesday 28 June, 1800-1930 hrs  University of West London, Boston Manor Road, Brentford, 

TW8 9GA, Architect Will Alsop (with S Curran and B Walsh of LBH) will outline proposed 

developments and regeneration in Hounslow. 

 

10. Engaging and Communicating with the Local Community 

 

A newsletter would be prepared and distributed to local residents asap to introduce the 

new committee and seek the views of residents on key issues.  A questionnaire would be 

attached and it would be available for completion on-line. 

        Action: Gerry S/Barbara S 

 

Contact should be made with local organisations and businesses eg Friends of Jersey 

Gardens, Osterley Park NT (Neil Cole, Jeremy Dalton), Osterley Safer Neighbourhood 

Panel Police Team, Osterley Library, Osterley Bowls Club, Indian Gymkhana, local schools 

and West Thames College, local churches.  Action: Barbara S/Gerry S 



BS vs 2, 15.6.16 Page 6 of 6 

Cecilia H suggested we make contact with estate agents and ask them for sponsorship.  

 

11. AOB 

 

Ian S gave an update on the finances.  There is c £11.5K in the savings account and £3.5K 

in the current account. 

 

The KOG JR was discussed. 

To increase the size of the JR Funds, we would continue to knock on doors in the streets 

that would be most affected.      Action: Barbara S 

 

A strong e-mail would be prepared to send out in the next week or so to KOG supporters 

with a final and final push for contributions.  Action: Gerry S/Barbara S 

 

Cecilia H will try to find time to work on the design and graphics of the proposed leaflet 

to drop through the doors of the nearest most affected streets. Action: Cecilia H 

 

12. Date of Next Meeting 

 

Monday 27 June, 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm prompt start, Wycombe House. 

 

There was a request not to have meetings at weekends; the Secretary said it had been 

very hard to find a convenient date for this meeting and was sorry it was a Saturday. 

Committee members to provide to the Secretary which weekday evenings they were not 

available for Committee meetings from Sept 2016 onwards.   Action: All 

 

Committee members to provide their holiday dates to the Secretary.  Action: All 


