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OWGRA 

OSTERLEY AND WYKE GREEN RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the 7th Meeting of the 2016/17 Committee 

held at Wycombe House Club  

on Wednesday 4 January 2017 at 7.30 pm 

Present: 

Committee Members: 

Brij Rathor   Chairman 

Gerry Stevens  Vice-Chairman 

Barbara Stryjak  Secretary (minute taker) 

Ian Speed   Treasurer  

David Pavett            Webmaster 

Cecilia Hodgson  Committee Member 

Guests: 

Sheila O’Reilly  Ward Councillor 

Tony Louki   Ward Councillor 

Paul Bains   Local resident 

 

Apologies for Absence: 

Colin Bell  Planning Officer 

Vanita Patel  Membership Secretary 

1. Minutes of the Last Committee Meeting held on 2 Nov 2016 (and 16 Dec) and Matters 

Arising 

 

a.  Minutes of last Committee Meeting 

The minutes of the last committee meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

Minutes would be put on the OWGRA web site.   Action: Barbara S/David P 

 

2. Chairman’s and Vice-Chairman’s Report 

 

a.  Feedback on 6 Dec public meeting (on planning and development) 

Comments from Committee members had been compiled into one document and 

circulated to Committee members and discussed at a meeting on 16 Dec.  In summary, 

the meeting had been well organised and well attended.  Some of the content of the 

presentations was not relevant enough, and there were problems with not being able to 

load the slides of some of the speakers.  In future, we would work more closely with 

speakers on the content of their talks and ask for slides in advance. 

A summary report of the meeting will be put on the website. Action:  David P 

A summary report of the meeting and plans for 2017 will be sent to the Hounslow 

Chronicle and the TW8 and W4 website.    Action:  Gerry S/David P 

 

b.  Code of Conduct 
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Signed Codes of Conduct were received and filed by the Secretary.    

 

c.  ONF 

No further developments. 

Sheila informed the committee that apparently officially recognised and functioning NFs 

have the prospect of being allocated funding additional to S106 funds. 

The Committee were advised to revisit the ONF again after the OWGRA AGM in May 

2017, and engage with SKY, Tesco, the National Trust/Osterley House & Park on the 

issue.       Action: Brij R 

It was suggested that we should invite SKY to the 28 Feb meeting on 

Transport/Traffic/Parking/Roads & Pavements.  Action: Barbara S 

 

d.  OWGRA Constitution 

The draft Constitution would be finalised and circulated before being uploaded onto the 

website.       Action: Gerry S/David P 

 

e.  Attendance at External Meetings 

Updates were given of recent external meetings attended by Committee Members 

including Planning Committee, BCC, IBAF, G15+, RAF. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

 

Ian presented an update of the accounts.  Estimated balance at the end of March 2017 

will be c £12K (£11.5K in savings account, c £500 in current account) 

In future, it was agreed that transfers from the saving account to the current account 

would be described as ‘transfers’ not as ‘income’.  Action Ian S 

Annual expenditure is estimated at c £4K (printing 4 newsletters a year, holding 4 public 

meetings with refreshments, subscriptions to various organisations).    

FUND RAISING 

Ian agreed to talk to potential advertisers for the newsletter and website. Action Ian S 

It was agreed that consideration should be given to including a position on the 

Committee of Publicity/Advertising/Fund-raising Officer, and also Events Officer (to 

organise the public meetings). 

 

4. Webmaster’s Report 

 

a.  David continues to update the website on a regular basis, and there are ambitious 

plans to include lots of practical information on the website eg on local transport and 

local facilities eg GP surgeries, etc. 

 

b.  David presented some stats on traffic to the OWGRA website, which showed surges 

in traffic when newsletters were being delivered and around the time of the public 

meeting.   

 

c.  There are plans in the longer term to use MailChimp to send e-mails to the e-mail list. 
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d.  Barbara reminded the Committee that any communication sent externally under the 

OWGRA name should first be approved by at least 2 other Committee members. 

        Action:  All 

 

5. Secretary’s Report 

 

a.  OWGRA Questionnaire Autumn 2016 

Barbara would circulate the final analysis of all the questionnaires. Action: Barbara S 

 

b.  Tuesday 28 Feb, Public Meeting at Isleworth & Syon School 

Topic: Transport/Traffic/Parking/Roads & Pavements 

Speakers already recruited from LBH Traffic and Hounslow Highways, and trying to get a 

speaker from TfL.      Action: Barbara S 

SKY would be invited to attend the meeting as this subject is very relevant to them. 

        Action: Barbara S 

There was some discussion as to whether refreshments should be served during the 

meeting, as it had been agreed at the 16 Dec that refreshments would be served at 2 of 

the 4 public meetings planned for the year (Xmas meeting and May AGM).  There was 

concern about recruiting volunteers to help.  Cecilia agreed to take responsibility for 

refreshments.      Action: Cecilia H 

Barbara would check with the school if donations could be sought from those attending 

the meeting, as alcohol cannot be sold on the school premises, and the answer from the 

school was ‘yes. 

Suggested agenda 

6.45 Registration 

7.00 Presentations from speakers 

7.45 Refreshments 

8.00 Q&A 

8.45 Finish 

Barbara would check with the school if the chairs needed to be put out and stacked that 

evening as this might affect timings as we need to vacate the school premises by 9 pm.

        Action: Barbara S 

Barbara’s originally proposed registration list will be used with wording added about 

non-disclosure of personal information to a third party.  Action: Barbara S 

There will be a separate registration desk, and a separate desk for membership. 

        Action: Barbara S 

 

c.  Next OWGRA newsletter 

The next newsletter would publicise the 28 Feb meeting and update on local issues.  

Gerry agreed to draft the 2-sided newsletter which needs to go to print on Fri 20 Jan. 

        Action: Gerry S 

 

d.  Recruiting Street Reps 

About 30 street reps has volunteered or been recruited and Barbara and Ian would 

continue contacting potential street reps (about another 30 are needed).  

        Action: Barbara S/Ian S 
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Street reps would be invited to the start of the next committee meeting on 1 Feb, to 

meet the committee, other street reps, discuss the job of street reps, hear how about 

OWGRA, how it operates and plans for 2017.  They would be provided with newsletters 

and membership forms to distribute in early Feb.  Some committee members agreed to 

put money behind the bar at Wycombe House for street reps to get a drink before the 

meeting.       Action: Barbara S 

 

e.  AGM 

It had been agreed at the 16 Dec meeting to hold the AGM on Tuesday 23 May at 

Isleworth & Syon School and to precede it with a session on Crime & ASB.  PC Scully and 

Colin Hume (Chairman, Ward Panel) had already agreed to speak. 

 

f.  Wycombe House membership 

Barbara handed out forms for Wycombe House membership and encouraged 

Committee members to become Social Members. 

 

g.  Venues for Committee meetings 

Paul said he would see if Thistleworth Tennis Club would allow us to have Committee 

meetings in the club from time to time.   Action: Paul B 

 

6. Membership Secretary’s Report 

About 25 members had been recruited during and after the 6 Dec Public Meeting.  A 

target was set for 100 members by 1 Feb 2017. 

Paul and Barbara were working on inputting the membership details into a database. 

It was proposed that membership forms should be distributed with the Feb and May 

newsletters.      Action: Barbara S 

To cover the estimated annual expenditure of OWGRA of £4k would require 800 

members (@ £5 per person pa). 

 

7. Communication Officer’s Report 

The new OWGRA logo was approved as was the membership card and business card. 

Cecilia would order 500 of each.    Action: Cecilia H 

 

8. Planning Issues 

 

a.  Nishkam School 

Work was progressing on the school.  A meeting had taken place with the construction 

company (BAM) and there was regular contact when problems occurred eg mud on Syon 

Lane, problems with traffic light phasing on Syon Lane, advance signposting of the 

roadworks. 

A first meeting with Nishkam was scheduled for 17 Jan and would be attended by 

Cecilia, David and Brij.  The aim of the meeting was to establish contact with Nishkam 

and to agree a way of working together.  Gerry would contact Nishkam to finalise details 

of the meeting.     Action: Gerry S 

 

b.  Grasshoppers 
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The planning application for Grasshoppers had been approved in principle at the 3 Nov 

2016 Planning Committee meeting, but conditions had not yet been confirmed and 

there was no start date for construction. 

 

c.  Bolder Academy  

There was a presentation on the Bolder Academy at the 6 Dec OWGRA Public Meeting 

but no information about traffic projections and travel plans were presented.  A public 

meeting would possibly be held in the early 2017 to present more information.  

The school could be delayed by 12 months to September 2019. 

 

d.  Gillette South 

The SKY temporary car park was already operational on this site. 

It was agreed to contact the developer (Polity) for the proposed 11-storey block of flats 

to organise a public meeting as this was a major development and would affect a large 

area as it would be seen from a long distance.  An e-mail was sent to Polity on 6 Jan and 

a response received on 9 Jan to say there were no plans to have a public meeting but to 

hold another exhibition at St Francis Church on 18 Jan.  Apparently, there were 102 

visitors to the Oct 2015 exhibition and only 33 visitors to the Oct 2016 exhibition.  

Nonetheless, OWGRA and other local residents’ groups were continuing to push for a 

public meeting via local Councillors. 

 

e.  Osterley Library/Bowls Club, CPZ changes 

The proposal to change the CPZ hours on St Mary’s Crescent from 9.30-5.30 to 10-12 to 

allow easier parking for the library and bowls club was rejected. 

If there was a threat to the Library the local community would look to take it over and 

run it with volunteers. 

 

9. AOB 

 

a.  Braybourne Drive  

Tony had been in touch with Wates, Syon Estates and Hounslow Enforcement team, and 

it had become apparent that the EFA owned the ditch and would therefore have to be 

responsible for clearing the fly-tipping from that area. 

b.  Tesco zebra crossing 

Gerry has written to Tesco about the zebra crossing on the Tesco site which is very faded 

and dangerous and not all the lights on the Belisha beacons are working; no response 

had been received.  Tony suggested writing to the CEO of Tesco (Dave Lewis) and to 

copy in Tony.      Action:  Gerry S 

 

c.   Pollution monitors 

David would investigate where we could get pollution monitors from.  Subsequent to 

the meeting David had contacted Prof Kelly from King’s College, London (Environmental 

Health) who would be speaking at a meeting in Brentford on 17 January about Air 

Pollution.  David would attend the meeting.  Action: Barbara S 

It was also suggested that OWGRA could apply for a Council grant for pollution monitors, 

and also maybe approach HACAN. 
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d.  Travellers on SKY car park in Syon Lane 

There had a big problem with Travellers on the SKY car park in Syon Lane in November 

2016 where they had stayed for about 3 weeks.  They had moved out just before a court 

order was to be served to evict them.  it was felt that SKY and the police could have 

done more and they admitted as such during a post-mortem meeting on 8 December 

organised by Tony Louki. 

e.  Neighbourhood Watch 

Neighbourhood Watch could be invited to the 23 May meeting on Crime & ASB.  To be 

discussed a future Committee meeting.   Action: Barbara S 

10. Dates of next meetings 

Wed 1 Feb 

Wed 1 March 

Venue:  Wycombe House 


