
New Committee, much to do, your support needed
Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2016 issued by
OWGRA  (Osterley  &  Wyke  Green  Residents’
Association). OWGRA was formed over 30 years ago
by a group of local residents to prevent developers
from  building  on  the  south  east  part  of  Osterley
Park.  Through  determination  and  hard  work  their
campaign  succeeded  and  the  plans  were  not
approved. Since that time OWGRA has maintained a
watching brief over the area to try to ensure that any
development plans are in keeping with the character
of the area and do not have an adverse impact on
the daily lives of its residents.

To  see  if  your  street  falls  within  the  OWGRA  area
please have a look at the map on the OWGRA website.

OWGRA has recently elected a new committee and
we invite all  residents to come together to ensure
that our community and the area in which we live
continue  to  enjoy  our  existing  amenities  and  to
protect  them  for  future  generations.  As  such,  we
attach to this Newsletter a questionnaire, which we
ask  you  to  complete  and  return  to  one  of  the
addresses given or you can complete it on line at

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/V6KWC5C

Your  views  are  important  and  will  enable  us  to
formulate our future action. E-mail contact is by far
our preferred means of communication in terms of
both speed and cost, so please do provide your e-
mail address.

Let us introduce our Committee:

Chairman: Brij Rathor

Vice-Chairman: Gerry Stevens

Secretary: Barbara Stryjak

Treasurer: Ian Speed 

Webmaster: David Pavett

Membership Secretary: Vanita Patel

Planning Officer: Colin Bell

Committee Member: Cecilia Hodgson

We have vacancies for a Street Representative Co-
ordinator and a Communications Officer and we are
also looking for volunteer Street Representatives to
deliver newsletters and gather and disseminate local
information. Please do get in touch if you feel able to
help.          

We plan to have quarterly public meetings to which
residents  will  be  invited,  with  guest  speakers  on
topics of concern and interest – the first one is being
planned  for  mid-November  and  details  will  be
provided in due course. 

We  are  also  having  monthly  Committee  meetings
(dates on the web site), and if there is anything you
would like raised or would like to come along then
please get in touch.  The minutes of these meetings
are available on the OWGRA website.

OWGRA has a new web site www.owgra.org.uk. We
want the website to be useful and up-to-date.  Do
have a look and let us know what you think, and tell
us if you have any ideas of what it should contain.
And let  us  know  if  you  want  to  be  involved  with
developing  the  website  and  in  providing  news
and/or content.

A residents’ group like OWGRA can and should provide
many different ways for residents to come together,
share  views,  meet  socially  and in  general  make the
area a lively place.  We want to see a new OWGRA
doing those things and we trust that you do too.

We  look  forward  to  being  of  service  and  to  your
active participation.

Space Waye Recycling Station
Imminent  changes  are  planned  for  Hounslow
recycling.  Space  Waye  will  be  closed  for
refurbishment from 3 October. When re-opened on
5 November it will be available to the public only at
weekends. This will result in lengthy queues and a
consequent increase in fly-tipping. For details go to

 http://www.hounslow.gov.uk/spacewaye
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Osterley Neighbourhood Forum
A Neighbourhood Forum is a local organisation or
group empowered to lead the planning process in
a  designated  Neighbourhood  Area.  This
opportunity  is  the  result  of  the  Localism  Act  of
2011, which aims to give local residents a greater
voice in local developments and shaping the local
environment. 

In  2015  work  was  commenced  to  establish  the
Osterley Neighbourhood Forum (ONF) and a local
area  was  proposed  to  Hounslow  Council  to  be
designated  as  the  Osterley  Neighbourhood  Area
(ONA). 

Following  local  consultation  and  without  having
received  any  significant  objections  (other  than
from SKY which does not wish to participate), the
Council unilaterally decided to exclude the entire
green  area  in  Osterley,  including  Osterley  Park,
Wyke  Green  Golf  Club,  Wycombe  House  Cricket
Club,  Grasshoppers  Rugby  Club,  Goals  Football
Club and so on. 

The Council  will  meet later this  year to ratify  its
decision.  Our  concern  is  that  these  green  areas
may  be  less  protected   if  their  exclusion  is
confirmed.  

Osterley Bowls Club & Osterley
Library under threat
The Council  has drawn up a list  of  all  properties
and  land  they  own  in  the  borough  (ie  public
property!) and has prioritised it in terms of usage
and continuity.  Osterley  Bowls  Club and possibly
the Library are under threat of closure, the library
may be relocated or integrated into housing, which
is  to  be  built  on  the  sites.  This  unwelcome
development  is  at  an  early  stage  and  no  final
decision has yet been taken, but it is a further sign
of this Council’s intention to take more and more
of  our  green  space.   A  subgroup  of  OWGRA  is
being  set  up  to  campaign  against  this  potential
threat, so if you want to get involved, please get in
touch.

End of Keep Osterley Green (KOG)
campaign against Nishkam School

The campaign  group Keep  Osterley  Green  (KOG)
has been fighting Hounslow’s plan to build a school
for 1400 children on the site of the White Lodge
Club  and  Conquest  Club  site  situated  between
Syon  Lane  and  Wood  Lane.   KOG  mounted  a
Judicial  Review  against  the  approval  of  the
planning application,  but  the judge ruled against
us,  we  applied  to  appeal  but  reluctantly  had  to
stop in early September as it was neither feasible
nor affordable to continue. 

It was a very difficult decision to make, to stop the
campaign,  and  we  are  tremendously  grateful  to
everyone who supported us and contributed to the
Judicial  Review  Fund.  In  view  of  the  decision
against us, we had to pay all our own costs. Sadly,
we have exhausted all the funds raised to date to
fight  the  fight  on  behalf  of  the  vast  majority  of
Osterley  residents.  Currently,  our  principal

representative - a pensioner - is at risk, so we seek
and welcome further donations  to close out  our
account  with  our  legal  team.  As  always,  we
welcome any contact from our family of Osterley
residents so we can provide additional details. 

Building on the site is likely to commence later this
year  and  we  will  be  monitoring  the  traffic  and
noise impact very carefully.

OWGRA will  continue KOG’s work to counter  this
Council’s  plans  to  take  our  green  land,  to  build
inappropriate  tower  blocks,  to  disregard  vast
increases  in  road  traffic  and  consequent  air
pollution and to ignore the wishes of residents.  We
hope the community spirit that has developed as a
result of this campaign can be put to good effect in
making  OWGRA  an  effective  and  proactive
residents’ association.
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