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Situated in Outer West London, the London Borough 
of Hounslow, named after the town at its centre, is 
large, covering approximately 56 square kilometres. 
Stretching from Chiswick in the east to the boundaries 
of Heathrow Airport in the west, the transition from the 
urban environment of the suburbs to the semi-rural 
environment of the urban fringe takes place within 
the borough. Taken as a transect the borough is more 
urban, dense and compact in the east around Chiswick 
and Brentford, gradually changing to a more suburban 
look and feel as one moves westwards towards 
Feltham and Hanworth. The borough also has a mix of 
commercial and industrial land uses, is interlaced with 
several waterways including the River Thames, and 
has large areas of open space.

For many visitors to London, the borough is the 
gateway to the capital. It is ideally located for national 
transport links with easy access to Heathrow Airport 
and motorways linking Central London to the southwest 
of England, Wales, the Midlands and beyond. It is 
also a borough with strong heritage, represented by 
historic landmarks such as Chiswick House and Syon 
Park showing the borough’s early development. More 
recently, the borough has grown around London’s 
developing road and waterway networks with areas 
along the A4 Great West Road now functioning 
as one of London’s strategic employment centres. 
Communities are focused around the four town 
centres, Chiswick, Hounslow, Brentford and Feltham 
and their suburbs, and the urban villages of Heston, 
Bedfont, Isleworth, Hanworth and Cranford. Each of 
these localities has its own character and attractions 
reflecting their different histories and functions.

The borough is currently home to over 255,000 people 
and is expected to grow by a further 30,000 to 280,000 
by 2030. The people are diverse in background, age, 
ability and faith. By 2030, a quarter of the population 
will be under the age of 18 and nearly 15% will be over 

the age of 65, with 4% over the age of 80. This will 
present particular challenges in terms of community 
infrastructure and particularly education and health 
provision. The size of households is also projected to 
decrease leading to the 12th highest increase in the 
country in the number of households from 97,000 in 
2011 to 113,000 in 2021, an annual average increase 
of 1,750 households. This level of anticipated growth 
is significantly above the borough’s average rate of 
housing growth over the last eight years of 840 units 
per annum. 

The 2011 census shows that the average household 
has increased in size from 2.54 in 2001 to 2.67 in 2011, 
indicating a rising birth rate and overcrowding because 
of a shortage of larger affordable family homes for 
families with dependent children, and a shortage of 
affordable small accommodation suitable for new 
households to form.

The latest house price data (Oct to Dec 2012) 
shows the average housing price for the borough is 
£352,106. This ranks the borough 20th in London in 
terms of average, and is over £100,000 higher than 
the UK average of £238,293. Consequently, many 
of the newly forming households will find it difficult to 
access the housing market. The 2011 census identifies 
approximately 85% of homes in the borough are 
privately owned with the remainder provided by the 
council or Register Providers, previously known as 
Housing Associations. In terms of tenure, the largest 
grouping is now the private rented sector which 
has doubled from 15.4% to 30.2% in 10 years. The 
next largest is the owner occupiers with a mortgage 
at 28.5%, which has dropped from 42.4% in 2001, 
followed by those who own their home outright at 26%. 
The doubling in the proportion of private rented housing 
together with the decline in the number of owner 
occupiers over the last ten years also indicates issues 
of affordability as house prices have continued to rise, 

as well as a change in the character of the residential 
population as a high proportion of private rented 
properties is likely to lead to a greater churn in the 
local population. Notably, the level of shared ownership 
housing remains low at 1.8% having increased from 
1.5% in 2001.

The borough’s economic geography is characterised 
by distinct concentrations of commercial and industrial 
activities in the borough’s town centres and along 
the road, rail and waterway routes. These intrinsic 
locational advantages have enabled the borough to 
attract a number of major international companies 
that together constitute a significant element of the 
borough’s workplace economy, alongside 10,000 
smaller businesses. It is also an economy heavily 
influenced by Heathrow Airport, whose supply chain 
accounts for between 10% and 20% of the borough’s 
economic base. 

In terms of employment hubs, Chiswick is the only town 
centre that acts as a key employment location driven 
by the edge of centre Chiswick Business Park providing 
200,000 square metres of high quality, modern offices. 
This is supported by an attractive town centre which 
has good underground access, restaurants and cafes, 
independent shops and large civic open spaces. 
Hounslow itself, despite being the borough’s only 
Metropolitan town centre, has primarily secondary 
office stock that together with poor quality amenities, 
has proved unattractive to potential employers. This 
pattern is repeated on a smaller scale in Brentford and 
Feltham town centres. Consequently the borough’s 
key employment locations are located outside of the 
town centres. These include major industrial sites 
at North Feltham Trading Estate, Transport Avenue 
and the Great West Road, and office locations at 
Bedfont Lakes, Chiswick Park and the Great West 
Road. These areas are also where the majority of 
the borough’s major employers are located. In terms 

Borough overview 

The putative metropolitan town centre of Hounslow is 
currently a focus for regeneration

The Golden Mile through north Brentford is a place of 
extreme contrasts

Medieval village cores add character and landmarks to the 
suburban townscape

Title page photo: Brentford, looking west from Kew Bridge, 
the most diverse and presently the most dynamic part of the 
borough
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of the prospects of the borough’s town centres more 
generally, significant growth and regeneration potential 
has been identified within Hounslow and Brentford, 
whilst the approach to Feltham and Chiswick will focus 
on consolidation and enhancement. 

The total number of employee jobs within the 
borough is 143,000, compared to resident working 
age population of 176,000, of which 133,000 are 
economically active. Overall unemployment levels are 
comparatively low at 7.4% (Sept 2012) compared to 
the London average of 8.9% and UK average of 7.9%. 
In terms of employments sectors, the borough’s profile 
is characterised by a high incidence of transport-related 
activities, businesses linked to the creative industries 
as well as some head office functions. Importantly 
however, data on commuting highlights that generally 
the borough’s businesses do not employ the borough’s 
residents, with 60% of the people who work in the 
borough living outside the borough. More notably, it is 
also possible to identify that large numbers of the high 
quality jobs in the borough are taken by in-commuters, 
while the borough’s residents work in lower paid 
jobs elsewhere. This indicates a need to address the 
mismatch between the skills of the resident population 
and the employment opportunities within the borough, 
both to reduce the levels of congestion caused by 
commuting and to enable the borough’s residents to 
access higher paid local jobs. 

In terms of the borough’s future economic prospects, 
a high rate of business formation in the borough 
suggests the economy is highly entrepreneurial. The 
borough is also identified as being with the top 15% 
in the UK Competitiveness Index further highlighting 
its intrinsic competitiveness linked to its locational 
advantages. There is also evidence both in the 
London Office Policy Review 2012 and the borough’s 
Employment Land Review of ongoing demand for the 
borough’s high grade office space from multinational 

corporations in high growth sectors such as hi-tech, 
media and pharmaceutical companies. Demand from 
these companies is expected to continue to be strong 
to 2030. 

Hounslow is ranked 118th most deprived local authority 
of 326 in England, based on an average score for 139 
small geographical areas in the borough, each of which 
has about 1,500 people. Over half of the borough’s 
population lives within the lower half of the national 
scale of deprivation; and 0.6% of the local population 
live in an area which is ranked among the 10% most 
deprived in England, while about 2% live in areas in the 
borough ranked in the 10% most deprived in London. 
The wards of Hanworth and Cranford are the most 
deprived wards locally, and along with seven other 
borough wards are in the most deprived half of areas in 
London, while no areas in the borough are considered 
to be amongst the 10% least deprived nationally. 
Hounslow South is the least deprived ward in the 
borough.

Hounslow, like many other outer London boroughs 
has developed along key road and rail routes, which 
now carry heavy volumes of traffic to and from 
central London. Heathrow Airport, immediately to 
the west of the borough, also generates significant 
traffic. Congestion throughout the day is exacerbated 
by peak-time commuter traffic and local traffic 
movement through-out the day and night. There is 
also considerable commercial traffic. The limitations of 
the local public transport, particularly for movements 
north-south across the main radial routes, create a 
local reliance on the private car. The scope for walking 
and cycling is limited in places by man-made and 
natural physical obstacles. New developments located 
away from town centres and from good public transport 
links have also resulted in people being increasingly 
dependent on the private car, adding to the congestion 
of the borough’s roads. The places with the best 

public transport accessibility are the four town centres 
reflecting their role as local hubs.

Heathrow Airport immediately to the west of the 
borough has a significant impact on the economic 
wellbeing and quality of life of the community. It is 
currently an important source of employment and 
wealth generation both directly and through its use of 
the local supply chain – over 11,000 borough residents 
are employed at the airport. Yet it also causes through 
its very size, a distortion of the local economy in favour 
of a single industry, generates serious congestion 
on the road and rail networks and has a negative 
environmental and health impact in the form of noise 
and air pollution. The council continues to oppose 
further expansion at Heathrow Airport as well as 
seeking further action to mitigate its negative effects on 
the local community. 

The borough has one of the largest amounts of open 
space in London. The Green Belt covers open space 
in the west of the borough whilst most of the larger 
open spaces in the east are designated as Metropolitan 
Open Land. There are also a number of smaller 
open spaces and parks in the borough which play a 
valuable role in providing for more informal recreation 
including dog walking and children’s play. In addition 
to the recreational open spaces, the borough also has 
multiple nature conservation areas. 

The Blue Ribbon Network is London’s strategic network 
of water spaces which covers the River Thames, 
canals, tributary rivers, lakes, reservoirs and docks 
alongside smaller waterbodies. The main body of 
water in the borough is the River Thames which runs 
along the south eastern boundary from Isleworth to 
Chiswick. Other waterways in the borough include the 
Rivers Brent and Crane and the Grand Union Canal. 
All of the waterways are key elements of the borough’s 
environment and make a significant contribution to the 
landscape, ecology and local amenity of the area.

Bedford Park in Chiswick, an early Garden Suburb

The regenerated mixed-use Feltham town centre

The celebrated Chiswick Business Park
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ROMANPRE-HISTORY SAxON MEDIEvALNORMAN LATE MEDIEvAL TUDOR & RENAISSANCE

1435

14151307

12111086UP TO 800 BC 

300 BC IRON AGE

43 - 400 AD 1400
House 
known at 
Gunnersbury 
Manor

Bronze Age burials 
in Cranford 

Enclosure near 
Bedfont

Romans used 
their Road  

Pre-historic nomads to new-stone-age settlers used 
the edges and islets of the Thames and Brent rivers 
to live and make tools. Bronze Age dwellers placed 
cremation burials on higher land north of Cranford. The 
later scheduled ancient monuments near Stanwell may 
originate from before (Iron Age) and during (Romano-
British) the Roman occupation. 

The Romans established a direct route still 
recognisable from Turnham Green through Brentford 
and Hounslow - names include Roman, London and 
Bath Roads - between Londinium, via Staines and 
Silchester, to the West. They crossed the Brent and 
possibly forded the Thames at Brentford, where they 
also traded. 

Saxons gradually settled and King Edmund fought off 
King Canute’s Danes in Brentford in 1016. The Saxons 
left many lanes and names of their settlements, and 
later churches, amongst the good agricultural lands of 
the borough. Layers of settlement size (from hides or 

land that would support a household, to manors) were 
grouped for administrative purposes. The manor of 
Isleworth with the parishes of Heston and Twickenham 
were initially within the Hundred of Hounslow.

Isleworth, well-established on the riverside by the 
time of the Norman Conquest, was recorded as 
Gistelesworde in the Domesday Book survey. The 1086 
survey noted the manorial areas of Bedfont and Hatton. 
Isleworth took over the Hundred name and duties in 
the area as far as the river Brent, forming the smallest 
Hundred in the Shire of Middlesex.

Most of the borough remained rural. Settlements 
continued to form at strategic places along routes, 
especially at crossing points and places with slipways 
or shallow areas of rivers, used for fishing and 
transport. St Mary’s Church at Bedfont Green, and All 
Saints at Isleworth were first described from around 
1150.

Weekly markets were licensed for Hounslow in 1296, 
then others. Strand on the Green was a fishing village. 
Gunnersbury Manor had a House in 1422.

The area’s geographical advantages of being 
productive (crops, brewing and bricks), desirably 
upriver (clean water) and upwind (clean air) brought 
notable change through the establishment of royal and 
wealthy brick-built houses in parks. Henry vlll acquired 
Hanworth Park Manor for hunting over the 4,000 acre 
(1600ha) Hounslow Heath. Water was brought across 
the area for elegant landscapes and for industrial mills, 
including gunpowder mills. very few timber framed 
properties of the villages still remain.

The main routes from Hyde Park (6 miles or 10 km east 
of Chiswick High Road) became busy coaching roads. 
Tolls were collected to maintain them. Large houses, 
village centres and inns to cater for travellers and 
goods flourished alongside.

1700

 1623

1550

1570

1530

Walpole House 
Chiswick Mall 

Boston Manor 
House built

Syon House built

Osterley Manor 
House built

Second artificial 
river cut

St Nicholas’ church built

Monastery founded at 
Syon

Market licence for 
Brentford 

Holy Trinity Priory 
founded in Hounslow 
town

Survey following 
Norman invasion

A brief history

18th century St. Dunstan’s Church, Feltham

River Thames view near Chiswick
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REGENCYGEORGIANJACOBEAN

The old village of Chiswick gained taller and smarter 
houses along the riverside Mall. Lord Burlington and 
designer William Kent established the incredibly 
influential house and ‘English garden’ design, still 
world-renowned. Horticultural science expanded in the 
area.

Brentford’s market house was sited just off London 
Road with a space around it. 1759 the first Kew Bridge 
was built over the Thames and Brentford’s mass of 
activity formed a notorious bottleneck. This increased 
after the River Brent was canalised, linking the 
Midlands to the Thames. The market continued to be 
a civic focus in later rebuildings to include magistrates’ 
functions. 

The Cavalry Barracks was strategically placed near the 
Heath and early industrial buildings had fine classical 
architecture: the riding school at Syon Park, 1820 and 
Great Conservatory, 1830s.

 1760s

17491715

1729

17931780

1795

1805 - 10
Robert Adam 
remodelling of 
Osterley and Syon

Hogarth acquired 
and extended his 
house

‘Palladian’ 
extension to 
Jacobean 
Chiswick House. 

Fullers brewery 
founded in Chiswick 
where it remains to 
this day

The Cavalry 
Barracks 
were formally 
constructed

Coach & Horses 
Public House on 
London Road

Canal cut to 
Brentford

Gunnersbury 
replacement 
mansions

vICTORIAN  EDWARDIAN

1890 - 1920

19051884

1875

1850

18431835
Steam water pumping 
begins at Kew Bridge.

The railway age 
begins in the area

Turnham Green 
Church in gothic style

Bedford Park 
begins

Metropolitan District 
Railway to Hounslow 
and Cavalry Barracks

Old Packhorse Public 
House in Turnham 
Green

Trams along London 
Road

1838
Great Western 
Railway

Hounslow High Street with Old Ship public house

Osterley House, view from across the lake

Industrial engine houses and London and South 
Western Railway’s stations in Chiswick and Kew Bridge 
used a classical style and elegant buildings.

In 1859 Brunel’s linking of the Great Western railway 
from Southall to the Thames at Brentford and other 
railway lines caused canal and coaching trades 
especially at Hounslow town to collapse. Industrial 
uses developed rapidly along the Thames at Brentford. 
Housing for workers became brick built terraces, very 
small and dense. 

Municipal buildings in robust brick and decorative 
terracotta were created in Chiswick, Brentford and 
Hounslow, including police and fire stations, public and 
Carnegie libraries. Many public houses were rebuilt 
as larger and more elaborate buildings along the main 
roads around the end of the 19th century.

Housing expanded over agricultural land particularly 
near stations. Larger properties in Grove Park and, 

nearer London Road, Bedford Park, Chiswick and 
Hounslow developed as suburbs. Rapid urban 
expansion included classical and revival Gothic, later 
more vernacular styles. London Road, often widened 
to accommodate horse and then electric trams, formed 
most of the town centre high streets.

The age of the automobile and aeroplane began. The 
Great West Road was a by-pass to Brentford that 
became a western artery and was the catalyst for mass 
ribbon-development of wider-fronted housing as well as 
of large manufacturing buildings. The popular private 
offer for the commuter-generation was pairs of semi-
detached houses in ’Tudorbethan’ or vernacular style, 
with wider windows and usually hipped-roofs. Council 
housing with layouts based on Garden City ideals, and 
linear but edge-defining developments of flats were 
better for place-making. 

Modernist influences from America and continental 
Europe, in the form of geometrical shapes and flat 
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INTERWAR 

1925

1920-30

1928

1926

Great West Road /
A4 commenced

Boom of semi-
detached housing 
and estates 

Art deco 
‘Golden Mile’

Kempton Park 
Water Works

A brief history
POSTWAR LATE 20TH CENTURY EARLY 21ST CENTURY

1970

1968

1965

1965

19481930s

19381930s 1999

2002

2007

2013
Haverfield Towers 
at Brentford

First Conservation 
Areas in borough: The 
Butts and Strand on the 
Green

National Building 
Regulations 

Middlesex County 
absorbed into 
Greater London, 
London Borough of 
Hounslow formed

Town and Country 
Planning Act 

London Air Park 
in Hanworth Park

Modernist 
health centre in 
Brentford

Buildings began 
to use concrete 
construction

Towards an Urban 
Renaissance calls for 
people to live more 
sustainably and in town 
centres again

GSK Global 
Headquarters 
opened

Wallis House (a Golden Mile 
Listed Building) refurbished 
for apartments and as a 
focus for large mixed-use 
development.

Golden Mile vision
commissioned

concrete roofs, were found in larger buildings rather 
than houses, though some featured curved bays and 
steel windows. However the major wall material was 
still brick.

The extension of the railways included in 1933 the 
Piccadilly Line modernist architectural style when 
rebuilding and relocating stations at Boston Manor, 
Osterley and Hounslow West.

The push for health and daylight focussed on removing 
dense terraces through slum clearance. Replacements 
used new construction techniques for taller but more 
spaced-out buildings instead of traditional townscapes. 
Decoration was less and less used. 

With evermore local and through traffic the Great West 
Road was extended in the 1950s and then widened 
and over-flown by the M4 motorway in 1965. 

Excessive clearance led to calls for the protection of 
special and cherished places and resulted in the 1967 
Civic Amenities Act. Collapses and poor management 

Great West Road, Brentford, view looking east, 1930s

Barges at Jupps Wharf, River Thames at Brentford, c1910

made tower blocks unpopular. Housing associations 
were formed to provide good quality alternatives 
to public/private standard offers and increased 
expectations of space and quality. There was also seen 
to be a need for reducing the visual monotony and 
environmental impact of cars and roads.

The minimalist and dour offerings from later Modernism 
led to a Post-modern backlash against skimpy detailing 
on over-large massing and poorly placed buildings. 
Larger roofs and more detail, albeit in modern 
construction, was used to make housing blocks and 
commercial buildings more apparently traditional. Brick 
and flat roofs continued to be used but walls, although 
modelled and sculptural, tended to be heavy in dark 
brick, which increase the impact on the street scene.

Many of the larger office building estates on the Golden 
Mile and in the town centres of Hounslow and Feltham 
fell vacant and appeared increasingly as blights. 
Because much of the 20th century housing was sited 
on out-of-the-way roads, reliance on car transport 

and parking created problems and visual blight on the 
streets and housing forecourts. The council ceased to 
build homes directly, relying on Housing Associations 
and agency provision and management.

Pressures on land are continuing to increase 
dramatically. More compact schemes and taller 
buildings have become generally necessary for 
increasing density. Tall buildings are now seen as signs 
of increasing prosperity and drama in some areas, 
but have a wide impact. Better layouts, connectivity 
and mixed use have helped these schemes become 
(within limits) more acceptable especially where there 
is good public transport. New building techniques are 
tackling sustainability, but it is harder to use materials in 
traditional ways and to look robust, so new aesthetics 
have to evolve. Housing tenure is mixed with the 
provision of affordable housing within schemes. The 
aspiration is that the difference should not be obvious. 
Good, thoughtful and usable public realm, which 
acknowledges the role of heritage and local identity are 
helping to make urban living more attractive.
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The borough area in the 18th century 

The above map is an amalgamation and simplification 
of several maps produced in the 18th century.

The most dominant feature is the east-west coaching 
highway, following the route of the earlier Roman 
road from London to Silchester and the southwest 
of England, and the later branch towards Bath and 
the west of England and Wales. Most of the main 
settlements are strung along this route, the largest 
being Brentford, the de facto county town of Middlesex, 
with its market, which had the advantage of combining 
the transport opportunities of the road with those of 
both the Rivers Thames and Brent and the early canal. 
Hounslow itself is a small stagecoach-oriented strip on 
the eastern edge of Hounslow Heath, which occupied 
a far greater area than it does today. Other important 
early settlements such as Isleworth are located at 

strategic points along the Thames, all, like Brentford, 
facing small islands. The area now known as Chiswick 
has yet to coalesce from its constituent villages and 
hamlets.

To the west, Feltham has yet to move its focus 
northward, with the coming of the railway, from the 
medieval core at St Dunstan’s Church and the green. 
Bedfont twins Hounslow as another important staging 
post on the opposite side of the heath. Elsewhere 
smaller settlements tend to be located at the junctions 
of lesser routes that criss-cross the area, such as 
at Lampton, Hanworth and Hatton. In some cases 
settlements are in strips such as at Harlington and 
Heath Row, which gives its name to the airport built on 
and around it in the mid-20th century.

Most of the place names survive though some have 
almost disappeared, such as Smallbury Green, roughly 
where present-day Spring Grove lies.

Land use is primarily agricultural, in the form of 
small farms and market gardens serving the growing 
populace of London to the east, produce being 
transported by both river and road. The east features a 
large number of great estates with more formal grounds 
and grand houses, most of which survive to this day.
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Strategic & Greater London context

The London Borough of Hounslow is situated in outer 
Greater London, approximately 8km west of the city 
centre. 

For many visitors to London, The borough is the 
gateway to the capital. It is ideally located for national 
transport links with easy access to London Heathrow 
Airport and to motorways linking London to the south 
west, Wales, the Midlands and beyond. 

The borough is large and long, covering approximately 
56 square kilometres and stretching from inner 
suburban Chiswick in the east to the edge of Heathrow 
Airport in the west.

The diagram on the left shows the locations, areas 
and population densities of three London boroughs 

and Greater London as a whole. When compared to 
a central borough such as Camden, the borough has 
under half the population density and is over twice 
the area. Bexley in South East London has a similar 
area though a nearly 20% lower population density. 
The borough’s population density is similar to the 
Greater London average demonstrating that London is 
predominantly suburban in character.

Outer West London has historically always been more 
developed and denser than its eastern counterpart. 
However this is beginning to change as more of East 
London undergoes development with the Olympic 
Games legacy and the Thames Gateway growth 
agenda. 
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West London context
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Geology

The borough’s geology is dominated by sand and 
gravel, which is both extensive and up to eight metres 
thick in places. This occurs as terraces on valley 
sides, which rest on London Clay, forming the bedrock 
beneath the borough. The terraces mark the extent 
of the Thames in earlier times. The sand and gravel 
accumulated in the larger Thames Flood Plain after the 
most recent Ice Age.

The River Terrace Gravels (which are classified as 
a major aquifer) underlying much of the borough 
have been a source of aggregate for the construction 
industry in London for much of the last 200 years. 
The gravel of the oldest and highest terrace roughly 
corresponds to the former area of Hounslow Heath. 

In the 19th century improved drainage and the use 
of fertilisers converted much of the Heath into high 
class farm land, used mainly for orchards and market 
gardening. The lower terrace or Flood Plain terrace 
occupies the low ground adjacent to the Thames at 
Isleworth, Chiswick and Kempton. This formed the 
ploughlands which served the medieval villages, which 
are the basis of today’s borough.

A deposit of sandy loam called brickearth, named after 
its historical use in brick making, often occurs above 
the gravel. The brickearth may represent the alluvium 
of former river terraces. In the 19th century there were 
numerous brickworks in the Heston, Osterley and North 
Hyde areas. 

The River Crane and River Brent have both exposed 
the underlying London Clay as they cut across the 
terraces and then covered the clay with their own 
alluvium. In the past, the borough’s sand and gravel 
has been extensively worked, leaving a legacy of 
landfill sites spread across the whole borough – 
predominantly towards the western end. These landfill 
sites have been monitored by the council since the 
early 1990s and, where necessary, have been made 
safe by remediation.
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Topography

The borough is situated in the Lower Thames valley on 
the north bank of the River Thames. The land is mainly 
flat and low lying, with the highest elevation being 
30 metres above sea level and the lowest 5 metres, 
the average level of the Thames. The only significant 
natural slopes within the borough are in the valley of 
the River Brent and the bluff which runs between the 
Great West Road and the London Road in Isleworth, 
and then continues through the north of Brentford and 
Gunnersbury Park. 

Apart from the Thames, the other main rivers in the 
borough are the Crane and the Brent, which flow into 
the Thames at Isleworth and Brentford respectively. 
The flatness of the land enabled artificial cuts to be 
made in medieval times in order to boost the water 
supply from these rivers to local mills and to provide 
water for the houses of wealthy noblemen. Today these 
cuts are known as the Duke of Northumberland’s River 
and the Longford River. Both rivers take water from the 
River Colne, far to the west of the borough. 
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Archaeology

The London Borough of Hounslow has one of the 
richest archaeological collections in the whole of 
Greater London. The majority of finds in the borough 
in the early periods were from the beds and banks of 
the River Thames, which was previously used as a 
major transport route. The large numbers of artefacts 
recovered could suggest that the borough area was 
more extensively occupied during the Palaeolithic 
period than was realistically the case, since artefacts 
had been transported into the borough from original 
positions by the movements of the river.

River finds from the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and 
Neolithic period included flint axes, scrapers, cleavers, 
blades, hammers and flakes. Flint tools dating back to 
the Bronze and Iron Ages were also found. 

Pottery, which first appeared in the Neolithic times, 
has been recovered from three excavation sites in 
the borough area, with several shards collected from 
Chiswick Eyot, along with flint, suggesting that a 
Neolithic settlement may have existed there. 

There is a lot of evidence of early metal working in the 
borough, with many Bronze Ages artefacts found on 
the foreshores between Syon House and Kew Bridge. 
The large quantity and range of such suggests ritual 
or burial practices; alternatively there may have been 
a trading or manufacturing in this location, where high 
quality metals changed hands. 

A small monument was excavated as Mayfield Farm in 
East Bedfont which presents evidence of religious and 
ceremonial monuments put up by the Neolithic’s. 

Other clues into Bronze Age life are at the sites of 
two excavations. One of the sites was at Mayfield 
Farm, near the Neolithic monument, which presents 
two concentric ditches, which showed up on aerial 
photography and proved to be a double-ditched 
enclosure.

Romano-British 
Site

Double-Ditched
Enclosure

Kempton Pumping
House

Tudor Court
Features

Chiswick House

1

2

3

4

5

1 2 

3 

4 

5 
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Aerial view

The vertical, overhead or plan-view aerial photograph 
offers a quick, at-a-glance overview of the borough’s 
land use patterns and urban structure and fabric. 
Especially prominent are the large areas given over 
to big-box commercial uses, particularly to the west of 
the borough, the extensive green open spaces and the 
east-west axes of the Great West Road, the London 
Road, the railway line and the M4 motorway.
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Distinctive components

The borough’s distinctive components are diverse 
and include natural features, the remnants of early 
routes and settlements, historic buildings and grounds, 
institutional, industrial and commercial sites, traditional 
and modern urban centres, tall buildings and more 
recent transport interventions. Whilst many are 
considered distinctive due to their quality and amenity 
some may feature simply because of their prominence.
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Road network

The borough’s road network forms a hierarchy ranging 
from the M4 motorway through neighbourhood 
distributor roads to access ways and cul-de-sacs. The 
further down the hierarchy the more likely is the road 
able to function as a street, that is, not merely as a link 
(the M4 and to a considerable degree the Great West 
Road) but a place (local residential street) and even a 
destination (Chiswick High Road).

The M4 motorway runs through the northern edge 
of the borough, entering its northwestern edge at 
Cranford and running eastwards for around 10km until 
it terminates at Gunnersbury where it merges with the 
A4. An elevated section runs over part of the A4 Great 
West Road through Brentford. It has a very different 
character and function compared to the primary and 

secondary roads and streets that run through the 
borough. It is only intended for use by motor vehicles 
and can never function as a street. 

The primary and secondary roads are characterised 
by their role in linking different parts of the borough 
and also their role in linking to other areas outside the 
borough.

The key primary road is the A4 Great West Road, 
which runs east-west through the borough. Despite its 
major role and with the exception of the Golden Mile 
stretch, it is largely residential in character, though it 
can barely be said to function as a street. 

The A315 Staines Road/London Road/Chiswick High 
Road is the principal secondary road and runs through 
many parts of the borough. It can be considered of 
greater importance than the other secondary roads as 
it serves both a key link role and a vital place role. 

There are numerous tertiary roads that connect up 
different parts of the borough. Their role is to connect 
the primary and secondary roads, link up the residential 
areas and feed the local streets.

There are hundreds of smaller local streets in the 
borough. They are mainly residential in nature and vary 
greatly in their character and include a large number of 
cul de sacs that do not function as links.

10 min. walk

4 min. cycle ride
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Building pattern

The building pattern is shown in the form of a figure 
ground plan, which shows only the building footprints 
and no other detail.

The figure ground plan is a useful tool for analysing 
three characteristics of urban form, namely structure, 
density and grain (from ‘fine’ to ‘coarse’). These 
characteristics relate strongly to specific uses and to 
specific periods and types of development.

An enhanced form of figure ground plan, with added 
green open space, water bodies, roads and railway 
lines, is used throughout this study as a base map 
for the mapping of other aspects and elements of 
context and character, and other issues and factors of 
relevance to the study.Typical fine grain late C19th development contrasts with  

coarse grain postwar development in distance, Brentford
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Block pattern

The block pattern plan shows only the urban blocks as 
defined by the edges of highways, and offers a more 
movement-, connectivity-, legibility- and permeability-
oriented tool for analysis of urban form.

The differing shapes and sizes of urban blocks relate 
strongly to specific uses and to specific periods and 
types of development.

An enhanced form of block pattern plan, with added 
green open space, water bodies, roads and railway 
lines, is used throughout this study as a base map 
for the mapping of other aspects and elements of 
context and character, and other issues and factors of 
relevance to the study.

Late C20th trading estate typical of the larger block size, 
Feltham
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Land and building use

The dominant use by area in the borough is residential, 
as shown by the grey figure ground background plan, 
of different types and periods and their associated 
forms.

Retail uses are primarily found in the four town centres, 
in the form of small to medium frontage ground 
floor traditional shops, often with residential and/or 
commercial (office) uses above. Large footprint in-
town and out-of-town retail structures are found mostly 
towards the west of the borough. 

Community uses, mostly in the form of schools and 
colleges are fairly evenly dispersed throughout the 
borough, occupying larger areas to the west. 

Commercial uses are most apparent in the form of big 
box trading estates and business parks, mostly along 
the Golden Mile section of the A4 Great West Road and 
on large areas of land to the west.

Transition from low to mid-rise housing, Hounslow town 
centre fringe
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Movement and legibility

Legibility is the degree to which a place can be easily 
understood, remembered, described and above all 
moved through.

The barriers to movement, though discontinuous, mark 
distinct physical and perceptual edges which in some 
cases delimit and define broad areas.

Landmarks shown at this scale are prominent elements 
by virtue of their height and/or mass that are highly 
distinctive relative to their surrounding environment 
and create distinct visual orientation points. Landmarks 
provide a sense of location within the larger townscape 
and may act as markers of other elements, often 
unintentionally.

Gateways are points on a route which serve as major 
entries into an area. They may be marked by entrance 
features.

The views shown at this scale are long and broad in 
scope and are often of major landmarks and other 
distinctive components.

All of the above contribute to the borough’s varying 
degrees of legibility.

The Thames Path at Strand on the Green, Chiswick

10 min. walk

4 min. cycle ride
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Green infrastructure
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The borough has one of the largest amounts of 
open space in London. The Green Belt covers open 
space in the west of the borough up to and including 
Hounslow Heath, which is south west of Hounslow 
town centre. Most of the larger open spaces which do 
not sit within the Green Belt designation are designated 
as Metropolitan Open Land. These include Osterley 
Park, Chiswick House and Gardens, Duke’s Meadows, 
Gunnersbury Park, Boston Manor Park and Syon 
Park. There are also a number of smaller open spaces 
and parks in the borough that play a valuable role 
in providing for more informal recreation, including 
dog walking and children’s play. In addition to the 
recreational open spaces, the borough also has many 
nature conservation areas, the most important of which 
is Kempton Waterworks (including the reservoirs), 
situated in the far south of the borough, designated 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), a Special 
Protection Area (SPA) and a Ramsar site as part of the 
wider South West London Waterbodies designation. 

The quality of the council-owned open spaces is 
generally good across the borough. However there are 
some notable differences from west to east. There is 
by far the largest amount of council-owned open space 
in the west, which due to its location on the edge of 
the borough and outskirts of London forms much of 
the Green Belt designation. Some of the lowest quality 
open spaces are in the west, with the higher quality 
spaces located in Isleworth, Brentford and Chiswick.

Imaginatively re-used railway land at Gunnersbury Triangle 
Nature Reserve
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Blue infrastructure

The borough’s blue infrastructure constitutes part of 
the Blue Ribbon Network, which is London’s strategic 
network of water spaces and includes the River 
Thames, canals, tributary rivers, lakes, reservoirs and 
docks alongside smaller waterbodies. The main body 
of water in the borough is the River Thames which 
runs along the south eastern boundary from Isleworth 
to Chiswick. Other rivers in the borough include the 
River Brent, River Crane, Longford River and Duke of 
Northumberland’s River. The borough also has part of 
the Grand Union Canal which runs from the north of 
the borough between Osterley and Boston Manor Park 
south into Brentford where it joins the Thames. All of 
these waterways are key elements of the borough’s 
environment and make a significant contribution to 
the landscape, ecology and local amenity of the area, 
though there are many opportunities for improvement in 
respect of accessibility and condition.
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The Grand Union Canal and River Brent with the popular 
towpath at Brentford
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