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Accessibility
The ability of people, including elderly and disabled 
people, those with young children and those 
encumbered with luggage or shopping, to move 
through and around an area and reach places and 
facilities.

Active edge
Characteristic provided by a building or other feature 
whose use is directly visible and accessible from the 
street or space which it faces, in contrast to a long, 
blank wall (inactive edge).

Adaptability
The capacity of a building or space to be altered so 
as to respond to changing social, technological and 
economic conditions.

Ambience
The often highly subjective ‘look and feel’ of a place 
which arises from the observer/participant’s perception 
and interpretation of the interactions between urban 
form, natural phenomena and human activities, 
including factors such as microclimate, soundscape 
and ambient light.

Amenity
A positive element or elements that contribute to the 
overall character or enjoyment of an area, for example, 
open land, trees, historic buildings and the inter-
relationship between them, and less tangible factors 
such as tranquillity.

Ancient woodland
An area that has been wooded continuously since at 
least 1600 AD.

Glossary
Archaeological Interest
There will be archaeological interest in a heritage asset 
if it holds, or potentially may hold, evidence of past 
human activity worthy of expert investigation at some 
point. Heritage assets with archaeological interest are 
the primary source of evidence about the substance 
and evolution of places, and of the people and cultures 
that made them.

Archaeological Priority Area (APA)
An area of particular archaeological importance or 
vulnerability which has been identified by the local 
authority with the advice of English Heritage.

Area Action Plan (AAP)
A type of Development Plan Document focused upon a 
specific location or an area subject to conservation or 
significant change (for example major regeneration).

Area of Special Character
An area of the borough which possesses sufficient 
architectural, townscape and environmental quality 
to make it of significant local value. Such an area will 
normally have to meet one or more of the following 
criteria:  
• an area or group of buildings possessing an overall 

character with identifiable or distinctive features 
(e.g. details, decoration and materials) that are 
worthy of conservation 

• an area or group of buildings which can be 
considered as a good and well-preserved example 
of a particular style of architecture 

• an area or group of buildings of particular character, 
built as a single development over a short period of 
time 

• an area or group of buildings representative of a 
good example of a particular style or age of housing 

• an urban area that is distinguished by the quality or 
extent of its landscape 

• an area that is distinguished from the surrounding 
area by the planned layout of its road pattern 
combined with a consistent style of architecture. 

B
Back-land development
Development of ‘landlocked’ sites behind existing 
buildings, such as rear gardens and private open 
space, usually within predominantly residential areas. 
Such sites often have no street frontages.

Block
A block is the smallest area that is surrounded by 
streets. Urban blocks are the space for buildings within 
the street pattern of a village, town or city, and form a 
basic unit of urban fabric. As such the block is a central 
element of urban design. Urban blocks may vary 
considerably in size and regularity of shape.

Brownfield land and sites
Previously-developed land which is or was occupied by 
a permanent structure.

Buffer zone
An area of land separating certain types of 
development from adjoining sensitive land uses.

 Arterial road
In a functional road hierarchy, a major road that 
connects (and passes through or around) urban 
centres. Equates to primary and some secondary 
roads.

Axis
A line, sometimes imaginary, along and around which 
buildings and spaces are arranged.
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Building line
The line formed by frontages of buildings along a 
street. See also Continuity.

Building of Local Importance
See Local Listing.

Bulk
See Massing.

Glossary
C
Character
Generally, the combination of qualities or features that 
distinguishes one thing from another. In the urban 
context, character derives from a distinct, recognisable 
and consistent pattern of elements that makes one 
urban area different from another and gives it identity. 
Elements can be physical, cultural, perceptual and 
experiential and can include, but are not limited to: 
building form and detailing, height, density, plot size, 
car parking, amenity, landscape and sense of safety 
and security. If context is essentially ‘what’s there’, 
character is ‘what it’s like’.

Characteristics
Elements, or combinations of elements, which make a 
particular contribution to distinctive character.

Components
See Elements.

Connectivity
See Permeability.

Conservation Area Character Appraisal
A published document defining the special architectural 
or historic interest that warranted the area being 
designated as a Conservation Area.

Conservation Area
Area of special architectural or historic interest, the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance.

Containment
See Enclosure.

Context
The setting of a site or area, including factors such as 
traffic, activities and land uses as well as landscape 
and built form. Context is essentially ‘what’s there’.

Continuity
Successful urban space, including street space, is 
defined and enclosed by buildings, structures and 
landscape. Buildings which follow a continuous line 
along a street block and contain the private space 
within back yards or courtyards are often more 
successful than individual buildings that stand in the 
middle of a site. Buildings with active edges, such as 
shop fronts, doors directly onto the street, or residential 
upper floors, enable people to keep an eye on public 
space and make it feel safer.

Curtilage
The area normally within the boundaries or plot of a 
property surrounding the main building and used in 
connection with it.

D
Defensible space
Public and semi-public space that is ‘defensible’ in the 
sense that it is surveyed or overlooked, demarcated or 
maintained by somebody.

Density
In the case of residential development, a measurement 
of either the number of habitable rooms per hectare 
(hrh) or the number of dwellings per hectare (dph). For 
commercial development, the ratio of the total floor 
area to the plot area, often known as the plot or site 
ratio and sometimes the floor area ratio (FAR).

Design Code
A set of illustrated design rules and requirements which 
instruct and advise on the physical development of a 
site or area. The graphic and written components of 
the code are detailed and precise, and build upon a 
design vision such as a masterplan or other design and 
development framework for a site or area.

Design Guide
A document providing guidance on how development 
can be carried out in accordance with good design 
practice, often produced by a local authority with a view 
to retaining local distinctiveness.

Desire line
An imaginary line linking facilities or places which 
people would find it convenient to travel between easily.

The same density may be achieved using different types
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Elements
Individual parts, such as buildings, streets, squares 
and trees, which make up the urban whole. Urban 
design invloves knitting these elements together to 
form coherent and successful places. Also known as 
components.

Enclosure
An enclosed space or street is one where the buildings 
form a strong continuous edge and where the ratio of 
the height of the buildings to the width of the space or 
street is sufficient for the observer to feel they are in an 
enclosed space rather than an open one. A ratio of 1:1 
is considered ideal. Also known as containment.

English Heritage (EH)
Government advisors with responsibility for all aspects 
of protecting and promoting the historic environment. 
English Heritage is responsible for advising the 
government on the listing of historic buildings.

Evidence base
The data and information gathered by a local planning 
authority to justify the ‘soundness’ of the policy 
approach set out in Local Development Documents, 
including physical, economic, and social characteristics 
of an area.

F
Features
Particularly prominent or eye-catching elements, like 
civic buildings, church spires and tower blocks.

Figure-ground plan
A drawing produced by colouring the building footprints 
on a map in (usually) black and leaving the remaining 
space white. The figure-ground plan is a useful 
tool for showing and analysing the structure, grain 
and density of development and the relationship of 
buildings to space. Though graphically elegant they 
are also problematic in that they explicitly reduce an 
area to a binary opposition. For this reason they may 
be enhanced by the addition of, for example, major 
transport routes, public open spaces and waterways. 
The simplification of the figure-ground plan allows the 
identification of recurring patterns within the built form. 
The plan is also used in historical analysis to show the 
evolution of urban form over time.

Formative
Formative describes an early element of the 
landscape, for example, a building, an estate or an 
ancient roadway, which exerted a long-term influence 
on the character, position and importance of future 
development. Formative elements may or may not still 
be important in their own right or even have survived.

G
Gateway
An important road or path which serves as a major 
entry into a city, a district or a local area. Gateways are 
also created where a road or path intersects with the 
edge of a district, and are often signified by entrance 
features.

Grain
See Urban grain.

Green Belt
Predominantly land around built-up areas which has 
the strategic role of limiting urban sprawl, preventing 
neighbouring towns from merging with another, 
safeguarding open countryside from development, 
assisting in urban regeneration and providing areas 
for open recreational activity. There is a presumption 
against inappropriate development within the Green 
Belt.

Green corridor
Green corridors are extensive contiguous areas of 
trees and open space which straddle or run along 
major road, rail and waterways. They are of value as 
habitats for wildlife and plants and as local landscape 
features. Green corridors can link housing areas to the 
national cycle network, town and city centres, places 
of employment and community facilities. They help to 
promote environmentally sustainable forms of transport 
such as walking and cycling within urban areas and can 
also act as vital linkages for wildlife dispersal between 
wetlands and the countryside. 

Green Grid
A strategic green infrastructure network

Green infrastructure
A network of multi-functional green spaces, urban 
and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range 
of environmental and quality of life benefits for local 
communities.

1:1 2:1 1:3

Glossary
Development
Development is defined under the 1990 Town and 
Country Planning Act as “the carrying out of building, 
engineering, mining or other operation in, on, over or 
under land, or the making of any material change in the 
use of any building or other land”.

Distributor road
In a functional road hierarchy, a road that distributes 
traffic and bus services within the main residential, 
commercial and industrial built-up areas. Equates to 
teriary and some secondary roads.
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Grid layout
A development layout based on a lattice of connected 
streets forming distinct blocks. The size and shape of 
blocks and the degree of connectivity may vary.

H
Habitable room
Any room used or intended to be used for sleeping, 
living, cooking or eating purposes. Enclosed spaces 
such as bath or toilet facilities, service rooms, corridors, 
laundries, hallways, utility rooms or similar spaces are 
excluded from this definition.

Habitat
An area of nature conservation interest.

Height
The height of a building can be expressed in terms of 
number of storeys or absolute height in metres. Whilst 
the latter is preferable in terms of accuracy the former 
affords a more immediate visual impression. A storey 
is often averaged at 3m as a convenient compromise 
between the lower residential and higher commercial 
and institutional storey heights. 

Heritage asset
A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape 
identified as having a degree of significance meriting 
consideration in planning decisions, because of its 
heritage interest.

Highway
Technical, official and legal term for vehicle and 
pedestrian movement spaces, commonly referred to as 
roads and streets. The latter implies a more pedestrian-
friendly environment which encourages lingering and 
socialising. Includes the vehicular carriageway and the 
pedestrian footway.

Historic environment
All aspects of the environment resulting from the 
interaction between people and places through time, 
including all surviving physical remains of past human 
activity, whether visible, buried or submerged, and 
landscaped and planted or managed flora.

Historic Parks and Gardens
A park or garden of special architectural or historic 
interest. Designated by English Heritage and graded I, 
II* or II with grade I being the highest.

Human scale
The use within development of elements which 
relate well in size to an individual human being and 
their assembly in a way which makes people feel 
comfortable rather than overwhelmed. See also Scale.

I
In-curtilage parking
Parking within a building’s site boundary, rather than on 
public streets or spaces.

Infill development
The development of a relatively small gap between 
existing buildings.

Infrastructure
Basic services necessary for development to take 
place, for example, roads, electricity, sewerage, water, 
education and health facilities.

Intensification
See Urban intensification.

Glossary
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Local Nature Reserve
Non-statutory habitats of local significance designated 
by local authorities where protection and public 
understanding of nature conservation is encouraged. 
See also Site of Nature Conservation Importance.

Local Plan
The plan for the future development of the local area, 
drawn up by the local planning authority in consultation 
with the community.

Local Planning Authority
The public authority whose duty it is to carry out 
specific planning functions for a particular area.

Local road
In a functional road hierarchy, a local road provides 
direct access to adjacent lands and serves 
neighbourhood travel to and from distributor or arterial 
roads.

London Plan
The London Plan is the name given to the Mayor’s 
Spatial Development Strategy for London covering a 
twenty year period. It has been produced to provide a 
strategic framework for the London Boroughs’ Local 
Plans.

M
Maisonette
A dwelling unit of more than one storey in a building of 
more than two storeys. Can also refer to a single storey 
unit (flat) in a two storey semi-detached house-style 
building.

Massing
The combined effect of the arrangement, volume and 
shape of a building or group of buildings. Also known 
as bulk.

Metropolitan Open Land (MOL)
Land which is predominantly open in character and 
which has significance due to its size and catchment 
area. There is a presumption against inappropriate 
development within Metropolitan Open Land.

Microclimate
A local atmospheric zone in which the climate differs 
from the surrounding area. The zone may be as small 
as a few square metres or as large as many square 
kilometres. Microclimates may result from proximity to 
water bodies which may cool the local atmosphere, and 
proximity to brick, concrete and asphalt which absorb 
the sun’s energy and heat the local atmosphere. Tall 
buildings create microclimates by overshadowing large 
areas and by channelling strong winds to ground level.

Mixed use
The provision of a mix of complementary uses, such 
as residential, community and leisure uses within 
a building, on a site or within a particular area. 
‘Horizontal’ mixed uses are side by side, usually in 
different buildings. ‘Vertical’ mixed uses are on different 
floors of the same building.

Movement
People and vehicles going to and passing through 
buildings and spaces.

N
Natural surveillance
The discouragement of crime and anti-social behaviour 
by the presence of activity in streets and spaces and 
overlooking from buildings adjacent to streets and 
spaces. Natural surveillance limits the opportunity 
for crime and anti-social behaviour by taking steps to 
increase the perception that potential offenders can be 
seen. Also known as passive surveillance.

Node
Nodes are points of intensive activity, which provide 
a focus to public life, such as a market place or 
community centre, and are usually created at the 
convergence of important paths. Nodes are often 
signified by distinctive urban design characteristics 
relative to the surrounding area or district, such as the 
inclusion of a landmark building.

Noise
Noise is unwanted or nuisance sound.

Glossary
L
Landmark
A building or structure that stands out from its 
background by virtue of height, size, archaeology or 
other aspect of heritage and design. Landmarks assist 
in wayfinding by creating distinct visual orientation 
points and providing a sense of location to the observer 
within the larger townscape. They may also act as 
markers of other elements, often unintentionally.

Layout
The way buildings, routes and open spaces are placed 
in relation to each other.

Legibility
The degree to which a place can be easily understood, 
remembered, described and above all moved through.

Listed Building
A building of special architectural or historic interest. 
Listed buildings are graded I, II* or II with grade I being 
the highest. Listing includes the interior as well as the 
exterior of the building, and any buildings or permanent 
structures (e.g. wells within its curtilage). English 
Heritage is responsible for designating buildings for 
listing in England. Statutory listed buildings are those 
designated under the provisions of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as being 
of special architectural or historic interest.

Local distinctiveness
The positive features of a place and its communities 
which contribute to its special character and sense of 
place.

Local Listing
Locally important building valued for contribution to 
local scene or for local historical situations but not 
meriting listed building status. Also known as a Building 
of Local Importance.
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O
Open space
All space of public value, including not just land but 
also areas of water, which offer important opportunities 
for, for example, recreation and can act as a visual 
amenity. It excludes individual private gardens, which 
do not serve a wider open space function, yards, roads 
and car parks.

P
Passive surveillance
see Natural surveillance.

Perimeter block
An urban block which is built up on all sides 
surrounding a central space. It may contain a mixture 
of uses, with commercial or retail on the ground floor. 
Perimeter blocks are common to European cities 
and allow very high densities to be achieved without 
recourse to tall buildings.

Permeability
Permeability describes the extent to which urban forms 
permit (or restrict) movement of people or vehicles 
within, across and around an area. Permeability 
is generally considered a positive attribute of a 
place, as it permits ease of movement and avoids 
severing neighbourhoods. However, movement in a 
highly permeable area may not always be pleasant, 
convenient and safe. Urban forms which lack 
permeability, e.g. those severed by arterial roads, 
or with many long cul-de-sacs, are considered to 
discourage movement on foot and encourage longer 
journeys by car. Also known as Connectivity.

Place
The result of a complex interplay of different elements, 
including the cultural and social factors which have 
combined to create identity, the physical or built 
elements that make up the place, and the people 
associated with it through memories, association and 
activity.

Place-making
Recognising the distinctiveness of individual locations 
in plans, policies and proposals, and responding 
accordingly.

Plot
Land occupied by a building and its external private 
space.

Public art
Permanent or temporary physical works of art visible to 
the general public, whether part of the building or free-
standing: can include sculpture, lighting effects, street 
furniture, paving, railings and signs.

Public Open Space
Urban space, designated by a council, where public 
access may or may not be formally established, 
but which fulfils or can fulfil a recreational or non-
recreational role (for example, amenity, ecological, 
educational, social or cultural usages).

Public realm
The parts of a village, town or city that are available, 
without charge, for everyone to use, including streets, 
squares and parks.

Public Transport Accessibility Levels 
(PTALs)
Public Transport Accessibility Levels (PTALs) are 
claimed to be a detailed and accurate measure of 
the accessibility of any point to the public transport 
network, taking into account walk access time and 
service availability. The method is essentially a way of 
measuring the density of the public transport network at 
any location.

R
Regeneration
The economic, social and environmental renewal and 
improvement of rural and urban areas.  

Ribbon development
Development, usually residential, extending along one 
or both sides of a road but not extended in depth.

Glossary
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Site of Nature Conservation Importance 
(SNCI)
Locally important sites of nature conservation adopted 
by local authorities for planning purposes. Alternatively 
Site of Importance to Nature Conservation (SINC). See 
also Local Nature Reserve).

Street furniture
Structures in and adjacent to the highway which 
contribute to the street scene, such as bus shelters, 
litter bins, seating lighting, railings and signs. May 
cause ‘clutter’.

SUDS
Sustainable (Urban) Drainage Systems, e.g. swales, 
planted filter strips and permeable paving.

Superstore
A self-service store selling mainly food, or food and 
non-food goods, usually of more than 2,500 square 
metres (0.25ha) of trading floor space, with a large car 
park.

Sustainable communities
Places where people want to live and work, now and in 
the future.

Sustainable development
Defined by the Brundtland Commission (1987) as 
“Development that meets present needs without 
compromising the ability of future generations to 
achieve their own needs and aspirations”.

T
Tall building
Buildings which are significantly taller than their 
neighbours and/or which recognisably change the 
skyline. There is no general minimum height for 
defining a tall building though such a height may be 
proposed for a specific area or context.  

Topography
A description, or visual representation on a map, of 
natural surface features of a region, often expressed in 
contours.

Townscape
The general appearance of a built-up area, from a 
street to a town or a city.

Transect
A broad, generalised section through an urban area 
intended to show the range of building heights and their 
relationship to open spaces, routes and topography.

Typology
Generally, classification according to type. In the urban 
context, the classification of characteristics commonly 
found in buildings and urban places, according to 
their association with different categories, such as 
architectural style, period of development, intensity 
of development, street and block layout, use and 
movement structure.

U
Urban Design Framework
A document which informs the preparation of 
development plan policies, or sets out in detail how 
they are to be implemented in a particular area where 
there is a need to control, guide and promote change. 
Urban design frameworks are also called a variety of 
other names, including Urban Design Strategies, Area 
Development Frameworks, Spatial Masterplans, and 
Planning & Urban Design Frameworks.

Urban design
The collaborative and multi-disciplinary practice of 
making places. Urban design involves the design of 
buildings, groups of buildings, spaces and landscapes, 
in villages, towns and cities, and the establishment of 
frameworks and processes which facilitate successful 
development.

Urban form
Urban form is the physical expression of urban design 
and It influences the pattern of uses, activity and 
movement in a place, and the experiences of those 
who visit, live or work there. The most important 
aspects of form together define the overall layout of 
the place (in terms of its routes and building blocks), 
its scale (in terms of building height and massing), 
its appearance (as expressed in details and use of 
materials), and its landscape (including all the public 
realm, built and green spaces).

Urban fringe
The urban fringe is the transitional area between urban 
areas and the countryside. It can provide a valuable 
resource for the provision of sport and recreation, 
particularly in situations where there is an absence of 
land within urban areas to meet provision.

Glossary
S
Scale
The impression of a building when seen in relation to 
its surroundings, or the size of parts of a building or its 
detailing, particularly as experienced in relation to the 
size of a person. Sometimes it is the total dimensions 
of a building which give it its sense of scale, at other 
times it is the size of the elements and the way they 
combine. See also Human scale.  

Scheduled Ancient Monument
Nationally important monuments, usually 
archaeological remains, that enjoy greater protection 
against inappropriate development through the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979.

Section
A drawing showing a slice through a building or site.

Setback
The distance which a building or other structure is set 
back from a street or road, or the space between a 
building or other structure and its plot boundary with 
the highway.

Settlement pattern
The distinctive way that routes, spaces and buildings 
are laid out in a particular place.

Severance
The separation and division of areas and communities 
by, usually, linear barriers to movement such as 
waterways, railways and major roads. May be as much 
perceptual as physical and often come to delimit and 
define new areas and communities.
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Urban grain
The pattern of the arrangement and size of buildings 
and their plots in a settlement and the degree to 
which an area’s pattern of buildings, plots, streets and 
blocks and street junctions is respectively small and 
frequent (fine) or large and infrequent (coarse). Well 
represented by a figure-ground plan.

Urban intensification
Sustainable urban development which advocates 
compact, high density, public transport-oriented, 
walkable, cycle-friendly land use, including local 
schools, traditional streets and mixed-use development 
with a range of housing choices.

Urban morphology
The study of the form of villages, towns and cities, and 
the processes of their formation and evolution. Most 
common graphical tool is the figure-ground plan. 

Urban regeneration
Making an urban area develop or grow strong again 
through means such as job creation and environmental 
renewal.

Urban sprawl
The uncontrolled or unplanned extension of urban 
areas into the countryside.

Use
The way in which land or buildings are used.

V
Vernacular
The way in which ordinary buildings were built in a 
particular place, making use of local styles, techniques 
and materials and responding to local environmental, 
economic and social conditions. The construction of 
new buildings in such a manner is known as neo-
vernacular.

Vista
An distant enclosed view, such as of a hilltop seen 
along a narrow street.

Visual clutter
The uncoordinated arrangement of street furniture, 
signs and other features.

W
Ward
A small sub-area of a local authority district, used for 
political, administrative and statistical purposes.

Glossary
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Photography Cartography
The study recognises and encourages its users to recognise the following 
from Photography and photomontage in landscape and visual impact 
assessment, Landscape Institute Advice 01/11:

• Two-dimensional photographic images and photomontages alone  
 cannot capture or reflect the complexity underlying the visual  
 experience, and should therefore be considered an approximation  
 of the three-dimensional visual experiences that an observer  
 would receive in the field; 

• As part of a technical process, impact assessment and   
 considered judgements using photographs and/or photomontages  
 can only be reached by way of a visit to the location from which  
 the photographs were taken.

The vast majority of the photographic images used in this study were 
produced specifically for it. With a few exceptions, mostly in the Urban 
Types section, the images attempt to conform to a set of conventions, 
with the intention of replicating, as far as is reasonably possible in a two-
dimensional representation, the visual experience of the observer:

• The images are made in landscape/horizontal format

• The camera is positioned at the eye level of an adult pedestrian  
 of average height

• The camera is kept level and not tilted upwards or downwards

• The human field of visual awareness is approximated by using a  
 moderate wide-angle lens (equivalent to 28mm focal length on  
 35mm film format)

• The images are made in bright and dry weather conditions

• The images are as far as possible neutral representations of their  
 subjects

Production notes
In most cases the maps used in this study are based upon an enhanced 
form of figure ground plan, with added green open space, waterways 
and bodies and roads and railway lines. In a few cases, where more 
appropriate, they are based upon a similarly enhanced form of block 
pattern plan. In some cases users of the study will find it useful to use the 
maps in conjunction with existing street and Ordnance Survey maps to 
provide orientation and additional information.

The uses shown are the dominant and/or ground floor uses. In the 
traditional town centres/high streets and shopping parades this use is for 
the most part retail, but it may be reasonably expected that upper floor 
uses are commercial (office) and/or residential (flats).

Areas are shown as mixed use where there is a significant number 
of storeys of upper floor residential use above commercial and/or 
retail lower floor uses as in many urban type 5 (Urban Renaissance) 
developments.

Residential is shown as unshaded grey building footprint in the figure 
ground plan.

All base maps and aerial views: Crown copyright. All rights reserved. 
London Borough of Hounslow 100019263 2014.Before After

Uses
For the purposes of this study:

• Retail includes hotels, since they generate similar kinds and degrees 
of public realm activity as pubs and restaurants

• Community covers private recreation and large institutional and utility 
uses such as HMP Feltham and Mogden Sewage Works

• Mixed use describes developments where there is a significant 
number of storeys of upper floor residential use above commercial 
and/or retail lower floor uses as in many urban type 5 (Urban 
Renaissance) developments.

• Opportunity Sites are primarily vacant or derelict brownfield sites 
observed during the survey and do not necessarily coincide with or 
relate to the Local Plan Site Allocations 

Most of the images are street scenes and are composed to include 
as much relevant information as possible, such as use, building type, 
boundary treatment, street condition, activity, parking, street furniture 
and clutter, green space and vegetation, scale, height and massing and 
architectural detailing and materials, in short, as many aspects of urban 
form and quality as can be reasonably reproduced in one summary 
image.

Where necessary digital manipulation has been used in order to improve 
detail in the shadows and highlights, as in the example below.
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For the purposes of this study the date ranges of the periods used are as 
follows:

• Georgian - early 18th century to 1830s

• Victorian - 1830s to 1900

• Edwardian - 1900 to 1910

• Prewar - 1900 to mid 1910s

• Interwar - mid 1910s to 1940

• Early postwar - 1945 to 1960

• Late postwar - 1960 to 1980

• Late 20th century - 1980 to 2000

• Early 21st century - 2000 to present

Developments which were planned in the late 1930s but were not 
completed until the late 1940s, due to the hiatus in construction during 
World War Two, are periodised as transwar.

Periodisation Roles and responsibilitiesResources
This document and other related material can be found on the London 
Borough of Hounslow Environment and Planning web pages, at

http://www.hounslow.gov.uk/index/environment_and_planning.htm

The Greater London-wide London Plan can be found at

https://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/planning/london-plan

and the Shaping Neighourhoods: Character and Context SPG can be 
found at

https://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/planning/publications/shaping-
neighbourhoods-character-and-context

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) can be found at

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-
framework--2

By Design can be found at

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/urban-design-in-the-
planning-system-towards-better-practice

The Urban Design Compendium can be found at

http://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/urban-design-
compendium?page_id=&page=1

The study was instigated by principal planning officer Adrian Lee, design 
and conservation officer Maggie Urquhart and urban design project 
officer Rachel Bagenal. It was produced in-house by urban design 
project officers Neil Double and Sam Appleby, with history and heritage 
assets contributions from Maggie Urquhart, cartographic support from 
GIS officer Vinesh Govind and general assistance from planning officer 
Hannah Butterfield. The later stages of the study, particularly with regard 
to liaison with Development Management, were project-managed by 
interim planning policy team leader Michael Thornton.

Historic images were provided by James Marshall and his team at 
Hounslow Library Local Studies Service.

Title page photographs are by Sam Appleby, except Section 3: Study 
Areas: Hanworth by Maggie Urquhart.

Production notes

© London Borough of Hounslow August 2014
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