
Local Plan review – Issues consultation on Great West Corridor and West of Borough

Consultation Dec 15 to Feb 16 to provide a steer on issues needed to be tackled.  

159 respondents from organisations and individuals, 79 on Great West Corridor

Summary of responses - extract from consultation statement available on-line at 

http://www.hounslow.gov.uk/index/environment_and_planning/planning/planningpolicy/local_plan
.htm

Table 3: Issues Consultation on the GWC Local Plan Review

Issue General Summary of Representations

Study Area There was a general consensus amongst respondents that the extent of the 
GWC boundary had not been clearly defined and that it should not extend 
beyond the East of Chiswick Roundabout. While a number of respondents want 
to see the removal Brentford Town Centre an area for consolidation in the plan. 
Respondents also suggested any additional sites added should be commercial 
uses. The opportunity area named ‘Kew Gate’ was seen by the majority as an 
inaccurate representation of the area, ‘Brentford East’ has been suggested.

Vision Respondents were asked what they liked and disliked about the plan area these 
were the most common responses.
Like

- Pedestrian access, river access, existing green spaces and high quality 
design in places like GWQ.

Dislike:
- The levels of noise and air pollution as a result of road traffic. High rise and 

high density development around A4. Current measures for protection and
enhancement of heritage in East.

Economic Development Respondents were asked whether development for the digital media sector 
should be prioritised in the GWC and whether it could be a catalyst to encourage
employment growth. The majority stated they are in favour of the digital media 
sector but not if it is prioritised over other employment sectors. There was 
general consensus maintaining a range of employment sectors in the corridor 
will enhance employment growth amongst local residents. 

Transport Respondents provided their views on what the priorities where in enhancing 
access to and from the plan area. The most common responses were: quality 
cycle and pedestrian access Increased, improved frequency and routes of Bus 
services from Brentford Town Centre.

Housing Respondents were asked if they believed that the GWC could be an option to 
help meet demand for housing in the borough. Opinions were rather split across
the board with some land owners and businesses building strong cases for 
housing in the corridor, some viewing it as unfit for housing due to concerns 
over air quality and noise pollution, some believed the Corridor should be 
considered as a last resort and that housing was only acceptable if design did 
not involve tall tower block, and incorporated mixed use development for 
housing and employment uses.

Environment Respondents were asked what they feel the main environmental concerns are in 
the Corridor, the most common were: 
The presence of Heathrow, air quality, noise pollution, lack of street trees, poor 
maintenance, quality of access to parks and the Thames. 
There was a general consensus that development in the corridor would benefit 
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from further environmental policy guidance is needed on landscaping plans and 
air quality.

Urban Design and 
Heritage

Respondents were asked how they think the Hounslow can respect the historic 
context of the Great West Road whilst encouraging its potential for growth. The 
general consensus was that policy guidance needed to promote and protect the 
existing buildings of historic significance along the GWR, by encouraging 
proposal that will include the maintenance and reuse of existing historic 
buildings and can add high quality architectural design that preserves the 
character of the area.  

Community 
Infrastructure

Respondents were asked what the corridor would need to support employments
and housing growth, common suggestions included: Upgrading or providing new
public transport links before new development; Provide a range of community 
facilities uses; transport infrastructure before housing growth and 
Improvements to raise the PTAL.
Respondents we also asked to suggest locations for new schools the most 
common included: Commerce Road Bus Garage; Phase 3 Griffin Park; existing 
business parks and brownfield sites, while believed they didn’t belong in the 
GWC. 

Interim Planning 
Framework

The Interim Planning Guidance for ‘Kew Gate’ was unfortunately not released at 
the same time as the consultation as a result the majority of consultee’s we 
were not able to offer their informed opinions. 

Making it Happen Respondents were asked to give their suggestions on what local Plan site 
allocations they would change, they suggested: the exclusion of schools on 
POS/MOLs; development at East of Chiswick roundabout should be limited to 5-
6 stories max and taking out tall buildings in from Brentford Town Centre. 
Respondents were asked which sites they would like to see added to the site 
allocations responses included (most of which were also submitted as part of 
call for sites exercise) 

- The West Cross Industrial Estate - mix use;
- B&Q at Chiswick roundabout - residential;
- Osterley Park Hotel – mix use or residential;
- 4 and 8 Harlequin Ave - mixed use;
- 27 GWR- mixed use;
- The Kew Bridge Distribution Centre - mixed-use.


