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OWGRA 

OSTERLEY AND WYKE GREEN RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the 6th Meeting of the 2016/17 Committee 

held at Wycombe House Club  

on Wednesday 2 November 2016 at 7.30 pm 

Present: 

Committee Members: 

Brij Rathor   Chairman 

Gerry Stevens  Vice-Chairman 

Barbara Stryjak  Secretary (minute taker) 

Ian Speed   Treasurer  

David Pavett            Webmaster 

Cecilia Hodgson  Committee Member 

Guests: 

Sheila O’Reilly  Ward Councillor 

Tony Louki   Ward Councillor 

Mark Middleton-Smith Local resident 

Paul Bains   Local resident 

 

Apologies for Absence: 

Colin Bell  Planning Officer 

Vanita Patel  Membership Secretary 

 

Brij opened the meeting and welcomed the guests to the meeting. 

1. Minutes of the Last Committee Meeting held on 12 Oct 2016 and Matters Arising 

 

a.  Minutes of last Committee Meeting 

The minutes of the last committee meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

Minutes would be put on the OWGRA web site.   Action: Barbara S/David P 

 

b.  Outstanding Actions 

OWGRA STATIONERY: Cecilia showed the meeting some ideas for a logo and stationery, 

and David said he would circulate his ideas for a logo.   Cecilia’s logo would cost $20.  

Ideas for style and fonts would also be circulated.  Committee members could vote for 

their preferences and it was agreed a deadline needs to be set.  It is suggested that the 

deadline for reaching a decision on this should be the next committee meeting on 7 Dec.             

        Action: Cecilia H/David Pavett 
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2. Chairman’s and Vice-Chairman’s Report 

 

a.  Code of Conduct, Key Meeting Roles 

Committee Members approved the Code of Conduct.  Barbara will print off copies for 

the next meeting for everyone to sign.   Action:  Barbara S 

 

b.  ONF 

Still no news on the ONF.  It looks like it has dropped off the Council’s agenda.  If it does 

progress we might in future have to explain the benefits of the ONF to local businesses. 

 

c.  OWGRA Constitution 

The Constitution was approved except for the description of the area which needs to be 

changed as follows: 

4.1   North: Osterley Lane and Osterley Park north of the M4 motorway. 

4.4.  East:  Transport Avenue  

        Action: Gerry S/David P 

Attempts will be made to get a proper, up-to-date map of the area 

        Action:  Sheila O’R/Tony L 

 

d.  Attendance at External Meetings 

Gerry had attended the recent Ward Panel meeting and would attend the Planning 

Committee meeting on 3 Nov (Grasshoppers planning application). 

An update attendance list for future meetings to be sent with the minutes. 

        Action:  Barbara S 

e.  OWGRA Membership and Mandate 

Gerry was concerned that we had only received completed questionnaires from a small 

proportion of the local community so did we have a mandate to act on their behalf? 

Tony L said that we can claim to represent the community. 

David said we should aim to set a target for membership, initially say 100 by the May 

2017 AGM, then increase the target to 200, 500, etc. 

There was a question whether we would get involved in education and health issues and 

Barbara said that we should and she had planned to have one of the public meetings on 

health, with speakers from West Middlesex Hospital and Hounslow Clinical 

Commissioning Group.  After the meeting it was agreed to have a presentation about 

the Bolder Academy at the 6 Dec public meeting. 

 

f.  London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies 

It was agreed that OWGRA should become a member (£19 pa for up to 100 members) 

and that we should invite the Chairman, Peter Eversden to a future Committee meeting. 

        Action: Gerry S/Ian S/Barbara S 

 

g.  C20 Society 

It was agreed that OWGRA would become a member of this society (for £120 pa). 

        Action:  Brij R/Ian S 

h.  Listing of buildings and structures 

Tony suggested investigating the listing of various buildings and structures eg Homebase 
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(suspended roof by Nicholas Grimshaw), the old wall along Northumberland Ave near 

Syon Lane.  Information available at Hounslow Library (James Marshall).  Gerry and Mark 

agreed to work on this. 

        Action:  Gerry S/Mark M-S 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

 

No change in the bank balance since the last meeting. 

Ian and Barbara will meet to get Barbara logged on a co-signatory for internet banking.

        Action Ian S/Barbara S 

   

4. Webmaster’s Report 

 

a.  The KOG website has been updated. 

b.  David is to meet with Mark M-S and Christine Jones who have volunteered to help 

with the web site.      Action:  David P 

c.  Cecilia suggested that people should be able to sign up to OWGRA e-newsletters on 

the OWGRA website. 

d.  David would provide stats on page traffic on the OWGRA and KOG websites at the 

next meeting.      Action:  David P 

e.  Mark had set up a Twitter account OsterleyEnvironment and within a few days had 

18 followers. 

f.  Cecilia would check if we could use the @OWGRA Twitter account, and if so we 

should include the Twitter address on the newsletter. Action:  Cecilia H/Barbara S 

g.  Guidelines on good e-mail habits: 

- don’t use old e-mail lists, think carefully about who you want to receive the e-mail, and 

if you’re not sure, get some advice from another committee member 

- think carefully before you hit ‘reply all’! 

- don’t forget to add a subject title 

- official OWGRA e-mails to external parties should almost always be sent from the 

OWGRA account and signed with the name, surname and position in OWGRA; if you’re 

not sure how to do it, send it to the Secretary and she will send it for you 

- difficult or sensitive e-mails should always be sent to at least 2 other committee 

members for consultation/approval 

- if you’re sending an e-mail to a group eg OWGRA e-mail list, make sure you put the 

names in ‘bcc’ and not in ‘to’ or ‘cc’ as you could be infringing Data Protection 

- when sending official emails and/or copying 3rd parties (non-committee members and 

affiliates) official email addresses should be used (i.e. Tony and Sheila's LBH e-mail addresses 

and not their personal ones). 

- if you are adding an attachment, open the attachment before you send it to check it is 

the right one 

- and finally, think before you ping! 

h.  David will update and reissue the notes on how to send e-mails from the OWGRA e-

mail account. 

        Action:  David P 
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5. Secretary’s Report 

 

a.  OWGRA Questionnaire 

Barbara had produced an analysis of the questionnaires received to date and a summary 

would be included in the next OWGRA newsletter.  Action: Barbara S 

b.  OWGRA public meeting 6 Dec 

Leader of the Council Steve Curran, and officers from the Planning Dept (Alan Hesketh 

and Marilyn Smith) had agreed to speak at the 6 Dec meeting about future plans for 

Osterley, The Golden Mile and The Great West Corridor, and update on current 

developments in the area.  This would be preceded by a talk on the Bolder Academy.  

The venue would be Isleworth and Syon School Hall.  Gerry, Cecilia and Barbara would 

meet to organise the details of the meeting. Action: Gerry S/Cecilia H/Barbara S 

c.  Next OWGRA newsletter 

A 4-page newsletter was planned for delivery during the weekend of 12/13 Nov and 

would contain lots of news about current issues affecting Osterley and feature the 6 Dec 

public meeting.  Barbara would put the copy together for the newsletter, David would 

format and Barbara would organise delivery. 

The next newsletter was planned for the second half of January with the next public 

meeting planned for the end of Feb 2017 (probably on the broad subject of 

transport/traffic/parking/roads and pavements). 

d.  Recruiting Street Reps 

A number of residents had volunteered to be street reps via the questionnaire, and 

would be included in the list of people requested to deliver the next newsletter. Other 

potential street reps would be contacted in late November. Action:  Barbara S 

 

6. Planning Issues 

 

a.  Nishkam School 

Work started on site clearance and installation of fencing on Fri 28 Oct without local 

residents receiving any notification.  Strong e-mails had been sent to Stephen HIssett 

(Hounslow Planning) with no response and Andrew Hamer (EFA) who had responded 

aggressively and inappropriately.  Laurence agreed to draft an e-mail which Tony 

suggested should go to the CEO of the EFA stating residents’ concerns, which was sent 

on Fri 4 Nov.     Action: Laurence H/Barbara S 

Tony L had organised a meeting on the site on Tuesday 1 Nov at 8 am with the site 

manager (from Foxleys) and representatives of Hounslow Highways, the latter were 

concerned that correct protocols had not been followed at the start of the works. 

There was concern at how delivery vehicles would enter the site from Wood Lane as a 

large Hounslow Council refuse truck had managed to damage the gate when it reversed 

into the site during the meeting. 

Subsequent to the meeting, an e-mail and a letter drop through letterboxes from BAM 

Construction suddenly arrived on Tues 8 Nov announcing a Residents Engagement 

meeting at very short notice on Wed 9 Nov. 

No clarification had yet been received on how many trees will be removed and 

replanted. 

There were concerns that the school might be used at weekends for functions; Tony L 
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informed the meeting that functions could not be held on more than 30 days, otherwise 

planning permission was required. 

Cecilia thought the school could only be used for school functions and not other types of 

functions. 

Paul asked why there was opposition to the school – it was explained that there was no 

opposition to the school, but that the school was in the wrong place and that the traffic 

problems would be horrendous once parents started to drive their children to the school 

and the Traffic Plan would be shown to be impossible to deliver. 

 

b.  Grasshoppers 

Grasshoppers was being considered by the Planning Committee the next day (3 Nov).  It 

was assumed that planning approval would be granted (it was).  Gerry agreed to attend 

the meeting. 

       Action: Gerry S 

 

c.  Bolder Academy  

No more news on the Bolder Academy.  Subsequent to the meeting contact was made 

with Euan Ferguson (Headmaster, Isleworth & Syon) and a presentation on the Bolder 

Academy would be included in the programme for the 6 Dec OWGRA public meeting. 

 

d.  Gillette South 

An exhibition on the plans was held at St Francis Church on 17 & 18 Oct but was poorly 

publicised and poorly attended.  There was then a presentation of the plans to 

Councillors at a pre-application forum on 20 Oct.  It was felt that an 11-storey block of 

102 flats and storage space was inappropriate outside of the Golden Mile and out of 

keeping with the residential area around it. 

 

e.  Osterley Library/Bowls Club, CPZ changes 

A consultation letter was about to go out proposing a change in CPZ hours on St Mary’s 

Crescent to 10-12 to allow easier parking for the library and bowls club. 

 

f. CPZs 

Barbara suggested that it would be useful to update residents on what is happening with 

CPZs as when CPZs are introduced those in neighbouring streets are unaware of them 

until they suffer the fall out of cars moving to park in their area.   

 

7. AOB 

 

a.  Braybourne Drive  

Wyke Estates is looking into installing gates into the entrances to the garage areas off 

Braybourne Drive. 

Tony L said he was making progress on sorting out the fly-tipping problem in Braybourne 

Drive as Environment Enforcement officers were now involved and communication had 

been established with Wates who own the ransom strip along the ditch along the 

northern side of Braybourne Drive. 
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b.  Tesco zebra crossing 

Gerry has written to Tesco about the zebra crossing on the Tesco site which is very faded 

and dangerous; no response had been received and Gerry would contact them again. 

       Action:  Gerry S 

c.   Other items of AOB 

The meeting overran, so other items will be moved to the agenda for the next meeting 

ie pollution monitors, Heathrow expansion (Mark said that John Stewart of HACAN 

would be happy to come and talk to us), Neighbourhood Watch, etc. 

8. Dates of next meetings 

Wed 7 Dec 2016 (venue to be confirmed) to be chaired by Gerry as Brij will be away. 

Suggested dates for 2017: 

Wed 4 Jan 

Wed 1 Feb 

Wed 1 March 

Please inform Barbara if you are able to make these dates or not, and if yes, please make 

a note of them in your diaries.   Action:  All 

Those members unable to attend a committee meeting are requested to inform the 

Secretary by e-mail; if they send their apologies on the day of the meeting they are 

requested to inform the Secretary by texting her mobile number. Action:  All 


