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RE. P/2017/0053 - Gillette South 

Summary of OWGRA’s objection to the proposed development 
 

1. Community involvement. The local community has not been involved in the formative stage of the 
proposals but only as an afterthought to tick the engagement box. Poorly publicised exhibitions with 
incomplete information and no presentation were in no sense a consultation. 

2. Context and character. We believe that anyone who knows the area will recognise that the proposed 
building is wildly out of character with surrounding housing in terms of its size, massing and design. 
Visual evidence of this is presented in our photographs and images. 

3. Density. The proposed housing density is massively in excess of both the surrounding housing and the 
London Plan Guidelines (it is more than three times greater). 

4. Site Allocation. This mixed usage proposed is a long way short of the 50/50 mix recommended in the 
Local Plan. The submission ignores previously allocated floor space, the LBH character assessment and 
the designated special character of the area. 

5. Golden Mile. The references to the Golden Mile masterplan are irrelevant: (a) no such plan has yet 
completed consultation/ratification; (b) the development area is residential and beyond the Golden Mile. 

6. Traffic. This site is on a major and heavily congested junction. It is seriously polluted and a development 
on this scale can only add to that. There are traffic queues in every direction and vehicular access to the 
proposed development will be difficult and will add to the problems. 

7. Pollution. The site is in an area of heavy pollution. It is extraordinary than no measurements have been 
made on and around the site. The application is based on computer modelling and also on the idea that, 
whatever the pollution level, “mitigation” measures (e.g. sealed windows and doors) can be found. 

8. Parking & PTAL. Contrary to the developer’s claims, the site does not have good transport access. It has 
a PTAL of 2 (low). This means that 42 parking spaces for 102 housing units and 200-300 residents will be 
inadequate and will add to parking pressures locally. 

9. Impact on neighbouring properties. Apart from the problem of a building of this size and massing, local 
residents have raised concerns about the impact on such things as daylight. The developer’s response 
has only been a general claim that all the BRE standards are met but with no details given. 

10. Loss of visual amenity regarding the landmark Gillette Building. The developer’s treatment of the 
visibility of this landmark tries to show that the Gillette tower is not widely visible from the surrounding 
area. Our photographs suggest otherwise. At night the Gillette tower is a local spectacle. 

11. Employment elements. It is unclear how the servicing units would be accessed and the office space is 
commercially unattractive given the distance from a town centre and the poor transport. The prediction 
that 75 jobs would be created at this site is likely to be a gross overestimate. 

12. Housing needs. The proposed development would only provide for 10 family-sized homes out of 102 
units, none of which would be for sale. Such provision is out of line with the clearly stated paramount 
need in the borough for family-sized homes. 

13. Other Considerations. (a) The scheme is said to be supported by the GLA and CABE but the nature of 
this support is unclear; (b) the viability of manufacturing small and medium enterprises (SMEs) working 
from the site, with its lack of parking, is dubious; (c) inaccurate and contradictory distances to local 
medical practices are given. 

 

This summary is the first page of the 
OWGRA objection to the Gillette South 
development. You can find the full 
document on the OWGRA website. 



How to object to the development 
 

It is very important that large numbers of residents support the OWGRA objection to the 
development. 
 

The OWGRA Committee has produced a detailed document in consultation with other 
residents’ groups and planning specialists and on the basis of reading the planning 
application documents. 

We want as many residents as possible to lodge objections to the development. If you wish 
to do this but do not have the time to write your own analysis we suggest that you write a 
very brief objection. If you agree with our case then all you need to do is to say that  

1. You wish to object to the application (it is important that you state this) 

2. Give the planning reference for the development P/2017/0053 

3. You agree with the grounds of objection presented by OWGRA 

4. If you have any additional points you want to make then feel free to do so. 

5. give your full name and address. 

There are three ways to comment on a planning application 

1. by emailing to planningcomments@hounslow.gov.uk making sure that you put the 
planning reference number in the subject box of the email. 

2. by submitting your views through the council’s planning website: 
 https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20064/planning_decisions 

3. by sending a letter with your comments through the post. 

By whatever means you use you should receive an acknowledgement. We suggest also 
that you should keep a copy of your objection. If you would like to supply us with a copy of 
your objection (however brief) then we would be very pleased to receive it. Please email it 
to info@owgra.org.uk 

Case officer: Melek Ergen (Tel: 020 8583 5166) 

Address for sending comments by letter: 
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