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1.0 Introduction  

 

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared by Forty Shillings on behalf of 

the Education Funding Agency, henceforth referred to as ‘the Applicant’, to support the planning 

application for the development of Bolder Academy. 

 

The Applicant is proposing a 6-form entry (FE), co-educational, non-denominational secondary 

school. Forty Shillings were engaged to undertake the consultation with a wide range of stakeholders 

and the local community. 

 

From December 2016 until March 2017, the Applicant undertook engagements with community 

stakeholders. These included:  

▪ Meeting Osterley and Wyke Green Residents’ Association 

▪ Pre-application Advice with London Borough of Hounslow 

▪ Pre-application Advice with GLA 

▪ Pre-application Advice with Sport England 

▪ Presenting at GLA Strategy Access Panel  

▪ Presenting to Hounslow Council’s Planning Development Panel 

▪ Newsletter distribution to 9,000 residents with Freepost feedback form 

▪ Letters posted to 400 near neighbours 

▪ 3 public exhibitions at 3 different locations 

 

The Applicant remains committed to an ongoing dialogue with residents through the planning and 

construction process. 
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1.1 Development site 

 

The site is located at the land at the end of MacFarlane Lane, adjacent to the Sky Campus and Tesco 

in Osterley and Spring Grove. The land is currently occupied by Grasshoppers Rugby Football Club. 

The site is approximately 4.3 hectares.  

The proposed school building, external hard play areas and car park are all concentrated on the 

southern corner of the site, covering 1.7 hectares, enabling the majority of the site, 2.6 hectares, to be 

retained as open space for sporting facilities.  

To limit the impact on the green space as much as possible, the buildings will be located adjacent to an 

existing campus of buildings and car park. Additionally, 98% of the proposed school building will be built 

on the brownfield portion of the site. 

The site is bordered by a golf course to the northwest, open land to the northeast, Sky Campus to the 

southeast and Goals football pitches and Tesco to the west and southwest. MacFarlane Lane connects 

to Syon Lane feeding into a residential neighbourhood and the A4.  

 

 
   Aerial redline view of the site 
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1.2 Proposed development  

 

Initial concepts were shared at the public exhibitions. The site is adjacent to the Sky Campus and 

existing neighbouring buildings are six storeys in height. In order to preserve the openness of the rest 

of the site, the main teaching block has been located close to the Sky Campus and is four storeys in 

height. The proposed building then lowers in height and angled green roofs offer a sympathetic 

transition to the open space. 

 

Buildings in the immediate area have modern facades, including brickwork, glass and metal cladding. 

The new applicants’ design reflects a similar palette and includes rendered facades.  

 

The initial assessment under BREEAM 

scored Excellent and continued work 

focuses on a modern and energy efficient 

building. 

 

The project will provide around 56 parking 

spaces for teachers and visitors, and a 

provision to park 3 coaches for school trips. 

The site will be fully accessible to all users. 

The project will also deliver 150 bike 

parking spaces to encourage students to 

cycle.  

 

Featured in the proposal are sports 

facilities, including floodlight grass playing 

pitches and a new floodlight multi-use 

games areas. These facilities can be 

available to the wider community outside of 

school hours. These will include the Sports 

Hall, Activity Studio, Main Hall & Dining, 

Drama Studio and several seminar learning 

spaces. 

 
   

Site concept for Bolder Academy 
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2.0 Policy context 

 

2.1 Local consultation policy context 

 

The Hounslow Borough Council adopted their Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) in June 

2013. The document set out the Council’s objectives for community involvement in the planning 

process: 

 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF CONSULTATION 

 
There are various stages of consultation, each stage feeding into the 
next until the process begins again. Each time the process becomes 
more developed and refined (see Figure 1). 
 
Awareness - of issues, processes or consultations can be raised 

through council publications or on the council website, where the 

community can find out information about meetings and exhibitions etc. 

 

Information - will be made available in order for the community to read 

and understand the proposals and issues surrounding it. 

 

Consultation - will then take place with the community on a specific 

proposal. 

 

Participation - participation will take place with the community and stakeholders in meetings 

and forums etc. 

 

Feedback - this will inform the decision-making process. 

 
The key to consultation is ensuring that it is of an appropriate type and scale in relation to the 

aims of the specific proposals. While specific methods of consultation are best suited to particular 

groups, the council will strive to ensure that they meet a number of principles in relation to 

consultation on any planning document or planning application”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hounslow Borough Council’s Statement 
of Community Involvement 

Figure 1: The consultation process 
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3.0 Consultation  

 

The consultation included a wide range of interested parties, including: 

▪ Local residents 

▪ Parents of local pupils 

▪ Community groups/leaders within the relevant Hounslow areas 

▪ Hounslow Borough Council. 

 

An extensive, open and transparent engagement plan was designed to: 

▪ Understand the community’s aspirations for the future of the site 

▪ Present the conceptual planning proposals  

▪ Receive the community’s feedback. 

 

The Applicant’s consultation programme included: 

▪ Engagement with political and community stakeholders 

▪ Proposal presentations 

▪ Public exhibitions with project team members available to discuss the proposal in detail 

▪ Promotion of the consultation through the distribution of newsletters to residents and stakeholders 

▪ A dedicated project website 

▪ Collection of responses from the local community via feedback forms at the exhibition, detachable 

Freepost reply forms on the newsletter and online responses via email and a feedback form on 

the project website 

▪ Community and development meetings. 

 

See Annex One for full details of the publicity materials used. 

 

3.1 Consultation methodology  

 

The Applicant wished to ensure that all near neighbours and businesses, local groups and political 

stakeholders were aware of the proposals and invited to attend the public exhibitions. The map below 

shows the distribution of circa 9,000 newsletters to near neighbours and businesses.  

 

 
 Newsletter distribution area
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The applicant also issued letters to near neighbours of the site to ensure they were aware of the 

proposal, public exhibition dates and times as well as the wider consultation. These letters were sent 

to circa 400 near neighbours.  

 

 
 

 

3.2 Public exhibition 

 

The Applicant originally intended to hold two exhibitions. However, feedback from Ward Councillors 

and OWGRA suggested a third session be held closer to Isleworth. As such, a third exhibition at the 

St Francis of Assisi Church was arranged.  

 

To advertise the additional exhibition, the Applicant secured coverage of the exhibition in the 

Hounslow Chronicle newspaper and the popular community website, BrentfordTW8.com. Additionally, 

emails were sent to the Bolder Academy Trust and to OWGRA who both have significant mailing lists 

in the local area.   

 

The 3 exhibitions (as seen on map below) were held at:  

 

▪ (1) Holiday Inn London, Brentford Lock, Commerce Road, TW8 8GA  

on Wednesday, 1st of March from 3-7pm 

▪ (2) Brentford Free Church, Boston Manor Road, TW8 8DB 

on Saturday, 4th of March from 10am-1pm 

▪ (3) St Francis of Assisi Church, 865 Great West Road, TW7 5PD 

on Saturday, 4th of March from 2:30-4:30pm 

 

Letter distribution area
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The exhibitions were attended by a number of local residents and stakeholders. Attendees were 

encouraged to provide feedback through the form available at the exhibition. Feedback could also be 

provided via the detachable freepost form in the distributed newsletter, via email or online. 

 

 
 

 

  

Bolder Academy public exhibition, March 2017 

Locations of Exhibitions       
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4.0  Feedback 

 

▪ Feedback forms were available online, at the public exhibition and included in the newsletters 

posted to local residents, businesses and community groups. In total, 78 feedback forms were 

returned through the various channels.   

▪ Responders were overall very supportive of the proposal with 82% saying they supported the 

principle of establishing a school of this type in the area. And 86% thought the proposals offer 

better sport facilities for the surrounding community.  

▪ There was a consensus among responders for the need of secondary school places following the 

growth of primary schools in the area over the past years.  

▪ Many responders were excited by the availability for recreational space for the community, 

outside of school hours. We received many suggestions of potential activities to be offered, 

including, yoga, fitness classes, badminton and language classes.  

▪ Generally, the most common concern was about transport, congestion and traffic mitigation. 

Specifically, about drop off & pick up access and if it was possible to gain access to the school 

from Harlequin Avenue via the Sky Campus.  

▪ To mitigate concerns about traffic and congestion, the Applicant is exploring ideas such as 

alternative starting and ending school times and drop-off in the Tesco parking lot along 

MacFarlane Lane.  

 

The applicant asked residents whether they thought the wider range of sporting activities proposed in 

these plans is a better offer for the community than the current facilities. Over 85% of respondents 

thought it was a better offer for local residents than the current facilities. 

 

On what sporting or adult education option residents would like to have on site, the following 

suggestions were made: 

 

Sport or Activity 

 

Number of supporters 

Archery 1 

Arts 4 

Badminton/Tennis 5 

Basket/Volleyball 4 

Dance 4 

General sports 10 

Gym 2 

Yoga/Pilates 6 

Swimming 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport recommendations from feedback forms 
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The applicant asked residents if they have any other comments. Themes from the responses are 

identified below. 

Categories of responses 

 

Number of respondents mentioning 

Support community use 4 

Need for school places 23 

Positive view on design 4 

Support SEN provision 1 

Concern about traffic implications 23 

 

 

As part of their ongoing work, the project team have considered the feedback received. 

  

Categorized consultation responses 
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5.0 Meetings and presentations 

 

The applicant attended and presented at many different meetings and forums to inform as many 

different groups, stakeholders and community members about the proposal as possible. These 

meetings included: 

 

5.1 Osterley and Wyke Green Residents’ Association 

 

Tuesday, 6 December 2016, 6:30 pm at Isleworth & Syon School 

 

The meeting was attended by around 130 residents as well as the Council leader, Steve Curran, and 

ward councillors, Tony Louki and Sheila O’Reilly, among others. Various members of the team spoke 

about different aspects of the project (town planning, transport, building design). The design 

presentation gave a lot of detailed information on the proposal. Residents raised concerns on the 

sustainability of two large schools being placed along Syon Lane and traffic/congestion issues. Team 

members spoke of the importance of sustainable development and the problem of building on 

Metropolitan Open Land. 

 

5.2 GLA Pre-application meeting 

 

Tuesday, 31 January 2017, 11:30am at City Hall 

 

Different aspects of the proposal were highlighted and commented on, including, land use/design, 

transport, sustainability and inclusiveness. Concerns were raised about land designation and road 

congestion as well as changes to parking. The project was commended for its sustainability. The 

meeting was attended by: 

 

▪ Tefera Tibebe (GLA – Strategic Planner) 

▪ Kim Tagliarini (GLA – Principal Strategic Planner) 

▪ James Keogh (GLA – Senior Strategic Planner) 

▪ Ioanna Mytilinaiou (GLA – Senior Energy Officer) 

▪ Arjun Singh (TfL – Borough Transport Planner) 

 

5.3 GLA Strategic Access Panel  

 

Wednesday, 15 February 2017, 3:00pm at City Hall 

 

The main talking points from the meeting were focused on accessibility and safety for pupils and staff. 

Members were pleased with much of the proposal but wanted to know the possibility of an extra/larger 

lift to be provided as well as another accessible toilet in the SEN centre. These concerns have been 

addressed in updated plans for the project.  

 

5.4 Hounslow Council Planning Development Panel 

 

Thursday, 23 February 2017 7:30pm at Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Lampton Road, Hounslow 
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Planning Development Panel members raised concerns about access to the school and what options 

other than Syon Lane were being explored. They also enquired about the potential benefits to the 

wider community and how Bolder will work in tandem with Nishkam school also in the area. These 

issues were addressed at the meeting and evidence given to support access decisions. The meeting 

was attended by: 

 

Councillors 

▪ Cllr Bob Whatley (Chair, Planning Committee)  

▪ Cllr Pritam Grewal (Planning Committee) 

▪ Cllr Khulique Malik (Planning Committee) 

▪ Cllr Tony Louki (Ward Member, Planning Committee) 

▪ Cllr Sheila O’Reilly (Ward Member, Planning Committee) 

▪ Cllr Peter De Vic Carey (Ward Member) 

 

Officers  

▪ David Brockie (Senior Education Adviser)  

▪ Kiri Shuttleworth (Planning Officer)  

▪ Shane Baker (Planning Officer)  

 

Public 

▪ Member of Greenwood Osterley Archers 

▪ Member of OWGRA 

 

5.5 OWGRA public meeting 

 

Wednesday, 22 March 2017 7:30pm at Syon & Isleworth School  

 

At the request of OWGRA, this meeting was held to focus on the transport concerns of local 

residents. Around 35 people attended the meeting to ask questions to the project team’s transport 

planner. Many of the questions had been brought up at previous meetings and the public 

consultations and were based around Harlequin Avenue for potential access routes.  
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6.0 Summary 

 

The Applicant consulted the local community and a wide range of stakeholders in an extensive 

community and political engagement programme.  

 

Nine thousand newsletters with feedback forms and 500 letters to near neighbours were distributed to 

ensure the area’s residents were aware of the proposal and given a chance to express their interest 

and concerns during the consultation.  

 

The project team attended a multitude of public meetings, provided presentations and answered 

questions throughout the planning process to inform all interested parties. Three public exhibition 

events were held for residents to participate in the planning process, express their views and discuss 

issues with project team members and technical specialists.  

 

Feedback was collected and analysed throughout the programme to guide the concepts in the 

proposal with 78 residents submitting their views, of which 82% were in favour of the proposal of a 

school like Bolder Academy in the area.  
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2.0 Feedback form 
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3.0 Letter to near neighbours 
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4.0 Exhibition Boards  
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5.0 Website – www.abolderfuture.org.uk  

 

http://www.abolderfuture.org.uk/
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6.0 Photographs of exhibitions 
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