
E-NEWS FROM OWGRA
8th April 2017 

Dear Local Residents

There's quite a lot to report this time, so please do read through to the end.

1. OSTERLEY LIBRARY
Do support our local library and please use it as often as you can. We don’t want it to close or move.
There is a talk at the library on Thursday 20 April, 6.30-7.30pm, when historian Nick Dobson will take us on 
a virtual tour of Elizabethan London. Admission is free but you do need to get a ticket in advance from the 
library. See attached for details.

2. ST MARY’S CRESCENT Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ)
The CPZ hours for St Mary’s Crescent have gone to another consultation to local residents, staff at the 
library and staff and members of the bowls club, to reduce the CPZ hours from 9.30-5.30 to 10-12, to 
provide parking for the public using the library and bowls club in the afternoons.

OWGRA supports this proposal for the benefit of the public facilities in the road. The demand from 
residents for parking spaces appears to be less than 10 over 48 spaces, as observed on two separate days, 
which does not suggest residents would have trouble finding spaces to park, particularly as the public 
facilities are on the opposite side of the road to most residents' houses.

If you support this change to the CPZ hours please e-mail your comments asap and by Wednesday 12 April 
at the latest to traffic@hounslow.gov.uk putting reference TMO/P016/17 in the heading of the e-mail, and 
give your name and address at the end of the e-mail.

3. PARK CAFÉ, Thornbury Road
Our lovely Park Café in Osterley has won 'London's best café' award! Congratulations to owners Barry and 
Sheila Gidoomal who provide a warm welcome and excellent service. The café will be celebrating its tenth 
anniversary in May 2017, so please do support it, drop in and enjoy anything from a morning latte to an all-
day English breakfast or tasty lunch and a refreshing glass of wine.

For more information see http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/whats-on/food-drink-news/see-inside-park-caf-
osterley-12772316 

4. GILLETTE CORNER SOUTH
We understand that there are some changes being made to the planning application due to the lack of 
affordable housing in this 11-storey development with rental only accommodation, so we await further 
news. The GLA planners objected to the development only on the grounds of its lack of affordable housing. 
We think that there is a lot more that is wrong with it. See our objection by clicking here.

5. BOLDER ACADEMY
At the 22 March Public Meeting on the Bolder Academy we were concerned to hear that entrance to the 
school is still only being considered via one access route from Syon Lane along MacFarlane Lane.  You can 
read a report of the meeting on the TW8 website.

During a meeting on 6 April with Leader of the Council, Councillor Steve Curran, we raised our concerns 
about traffic, congestion, pollution, safety and pupil drop off and pick up by parents for the new Nishkam 
School and eventually the Bolder Academy, and have been told that we will be invited to a meeting after 
Easter to discuss our concerns with the relevant transport and planning officers at the Council, so we will 
report back on that when it happens.

6. THE END OF LOLLIPOP MEN AND WOMEN IN HOUNSLOW
You might have seen in the news last week that Hounslow Council will be withdrawing funding for lollipop 
men and women saving £160,000 pa.  We will be seeking assurance that the Nishkam School will provide 
sufficient marshals to ensure safe arrival of young children at the new site from September 2018.



7. GRASSHOPPERS
Many people have contacted OWGRA complaining that the ancient hedge along Syon Lane bordering the 
new Grasshoppers site has been levelled. We have also been shocked and saddened at the excessive and 
apparently unnecessary level of destruction, which was greater than had been suggested in the planning 
application. We are assured by Hounslow Council that replanting will take place, although it will never be 
the same again and another bit of historical Osterley has been lost. 

8.  PROBLEMS WITH PONDING
You can still send us reports of problems with ponding which we will forward to Hounslow Highways.  
Ponding is where large puddles form on pavements or on the border of pavements and roads and stay there
long after rain has stopped.  Please send very brief details of where the ponding is to this e-mail address by 
13 April.

9.  INVITATION TO HELP IMPROVE PATIENT TRANSPORT
NHS North West London Patient Transport Services are inviting patients to help improve patient transport 
services across North West London.

They are inviting patient transport service users and members of the public to come along on Thursday 27 
April, 10.30am – 1.30pm to St Paul’s Centre, Queen Caroline Street, Hammersmith, W6 9JP.  If you wish to 
take part, please register by Friday 21 April, via e-mail to Travel@nw.london.nhs.uk  or phone: 0800 1777 
990 or write to: FREEPOST: HEALTHIER NORTH WEST LONDON letting them know your full name, address, 
contact number, if you currently use patient transport, and which hospital(s) you use.  They can cover travel 
costs or if you require patient transport due to your access needs this can be arranged for you.  
Refreshments and lunch will be provided.  Attached is a poster with further details.

If you would like any more information please e-mail Travel@nw.london.nhs.uk or call 020 3350 4531.

10.  LOCAL TRAIN SERVICES
Southwest Trains have lost the franchise to operate our local London Waterloo-Hounslow service via Syon 
Lane and Isleworth stations. The new franchise has been awarded to First MTR South Western Trains Ltd 
who plan to introduce faster and earlier and later train services from 20 August 2017.  MTR run the metro 
service in Hong Kong.  We also look forward to improvements at Syon Lane station later this year.

11.  MORRISONS REDEVELOPMENT IN BRENTFORD
At a well-attended Planning Committee meeting on 6 April, Councillors approved the redevelopment of the 
Morrisons site in Brentford to replace it with Lidl and Marks & Spencer on the ground floor of a residential 
development.  You can read about it here. The development was overwhelmingly opposed in the 
representations from local residents. Four councillors spoke against the development, including Tony Louki 
and Sheila O'Reilly, and spoke to give their reasons. Six councillors voted in favour but none of them spoke 
to explain why.

12.  OWGRA AGM AND PUBLIC MEETING ON CRIME AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
Tuesday 23 May. 7.30-9.45 pm, St Francis Church Hall, Great West Road, TW7 5PD
The OWGRA committee has done a lot in the last year, so we will be reporting on our achievements and 
plans for the future at the meeting on 23 May.  

The AGM will be followed that same evening with a session on Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour.  More 
details in the newsletter that will be delivered to all households in the OWGRA area at the end of April 
together with nomination forms for the new 2017/18 committee and OWGRA membership forms, so do 
consider joining the committee as we need help to be able to fulfil our plans to help preserve Osterley for 
our benefit and for future generations.

Kind regards

Barbara Stryjak
Secretary, OWGRA


