
OWGRA E-Newsletter, 24.6.2018 
 
LOCAL UPDATE FROM OWGRA 
 
Dear OWGRA Members 
 
1. SHISHA LOUNGE DECISION DEFERRED BY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The Hounslow Planning Committee deferred making a decision on the proposed shisha lounge in the 
Osterley Hotel complex on the corner of Wood Lane and the A4 at a meeting on Thursday 14 June.  The 
arguments went on for 100 minutes! For details of what happened and the next steps see 
https://owgra.org.uk/blog/.   

We are also trying to organise another meeting with the management of the hotel. 

2. NISHKAM SCHOOL – DELAYS TO IMPLEMENTATION OF PARKING RESTRICTIONS 
Only 10 weeks to go before the Nishkam School opens with 500 pupils on the new site between Wood Lane 
and Syon Lane (the final total number of 1400 pupils will be reached in 2024). 

We are now very concerned that the parking restrictions proposed by the Council to address the 
inconsiderate parking by parents that has occurred at the current site will not be implemented in time, 
despite our best efforts. The public consultation on the Red Route extension to the roads immediately 
adjacent to the school (Wood Lane, Syon Lane and the far eastern section of Jersey Road) and Restricted 
Access to the nearby cul-de-sacs closed at the end of April and the results were presented at the 23 May 
OWGRA Public Meeting. The Council's Head of Traffic & Transport (Mark Frost) warned us at that meeting 
that even with Council Officers’ and our Ward Councillors’ support it might not be possible to have the 
scheme running in September.  At that meeting it was agreed to hold a follow-up Public Meeting as we ran 
out of time to allow all questions from residents to be answered. We now understand that this follow-up 
Public Meeting (being organised by the Council) won’t take place until 17 July. It is not clear if this will leave 
enough time to go to the second stage of the consultation and get the restrictions in place before the 
school opens in September. Mark Frost spoke, at our public meeting, about presenting a paper to our Ward 
Councillors in June with a view to having the necessary Traffic Order in place in July or August. We will 
obviously press him on that point.  

Furthermore, it now appears that the Council has continued to receive and accept submissions on issues 
related to the scheme despite having closed the public consultation. While we understand that the Council 
must listen to all representations it receives we are very concerned about this as it could breach the whole 
basis of the public consultation, whereby all residents are treated equally, because it has meant that people 
wanting changes to the scheme have been allowed to make representations after the end of the public 
consultation whereas people in agreement with the scheme have not. 

The Red Route was proposed as an experiment so that its impact and effectiveness could be studied. It is 
clearly undesirable for this experiment to be delayed until sometime after the school starts operations, the 
consequences of which it was supposed to control.  

We have therefore organised to meet with the Council to voice our concerns which we hope that our Ward 
Councillors will be able to attend. We hope to also meet with the Nishkam Principal in the next week or so 
to work out how to prevent traffic chaos when the school opens in September in the event that no 
additional parking restrictions are in place.   

For the slides and recordings of the presentations at the 23 May OWGRA Public Meeting see the home 
page on the OWGRA website https://owgra.org.uk/. 

 

3. GRASSHOPPERS APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE  

Work on the new Grasshoppers site between Syon Lane and Wood Lane (just north of the new Nishkam 
School) is nearing completion.  The Club has applied for a licence as follows: 

Recorded music indoors: Sun-Thurs 09.00-23.00, Fri-Sat 09.00-00.00 

Supply of alcohol on and off the premises: Sun-Thurs 11.00-23.00, Fri-Sat 11.00-00.00 

https://owgra.org.uk/blog/
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fowgra.org.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd8101994af7c4b45fa6608d5d948f8a5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636653829813373686&sdata=ETPMga9mhTt%2BwH%2BdIC541Be7wyJUFSC0K52YEDOWrdY%3D&reserved=0


Opening hours: Sun-Thurs 09.00-23.00, Fri-Sat 09.00-00.00 

Full details of the licence application are here 
https://hounslow.app.box.com/s/cnpcike0x6rg4zfkkoxjk0nm782tj6n2  

Letters about the application have been sent to nearby residents, and the deadline for responses to this 
consultation is Fri 6 July. 

OWGRA will submit a response in the next week or so. 

4. BONFIRES 

Some residents have asked for guidance about whether their neighbours are allowed to have bonfires in 
their gardens. There are no laws against having a bonfire, but you are required to ensure it does not cause 
a nuisance or health risk to neighbours. More details can be found here www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-rules. 
In short, if you are planning on lighting a bonfire please think about your neighbours (e.g. if your neighbour 
has just hung their washing out, or is having a barbecue with their friends in their garden, then lighting a 
bonfire is probably not the best way of staying on good terms with them). 

5. WEED SPRAYING 
Weeds in public areas in our ward are due to be sprayed w/c 10 July, so we should be able to see some 
effect by late July as the weeds die back. Our weeds were due to be sprayed last week but the bad spring 
weather has delayed the programme. See  

http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1529669381_Copy%20of%20PGSD%20Weed%20S
praying%20Programme%20by%20Wards%202018%20-%2022.06.18.pdf  

6. A4 DEEP CLEANSE 

TfL and Hounslow Council are scheduled to be working together to deep cleanse the A4 during the first 2 
weeks of July.  Not before time! 

7. TRAVEL DISRUPTION 13-15 JULY 
There will be a major outdoor Music Festival held in Gunnersbury Park on Friday 13 and Saturday, 14 July, 
called Lovebox 2018 (see https://www.festicket.com/festivals/lovebox/2018/ for details). This is apparently 
a hugely popular annual festival so will be attended by many, many thousands of people. It has seven 
stages where acts will be performing in parallel to give an idea of the scale of the event. Closing hours are 
not clear but it is likely to be 11pm at least (if not later). Unfortunately, this is likely to mean quite 
significant disruptions to traffic in the area, as well as heavy use of public transport, so it would be a good 
idea to avoid travelling in this area during these times. Also, there is likely to be some noise from it given 
the recent event at Boston Manor Park could easily be heard from this area and this event is a lot larger.  

And just to add to it, Eminem is appearing at Twickenham Stadium on 14 and 15 July - which will also result 
in travel disruption around the stadium, as both concerts are sold out. Looks like 14 July is a good day to 
stay at home... 

8. MORE VOLUNTEER GUIDES REQUIRED AT OSTERLEY HOUSE 
Osterley House is increasingly popular with visitors, and this means that they urgently need more volunteer 
Guides. Osterley’s stories are varied and range from Queen Elizabeth I to the Great Fire of London, the East 
India Company to Georgian society’s biggest scandal, as well as 1940s Hollywood and World War II. Guides 
don’t have to be experts but there are huge opportunities to learn, pursue interests or develop new ones 
for those who wish to, attending as often as suits them. Volunteer Guiding particularly suits people who 
have recently ceased regular working hours or simply have spare time. Also, those who want to find ways 
to remain active, engage with others as part of a large community of volunteers, and use their time 
productively. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, see the attached poster for more details. 

9. WEST MID HOSPITAL CAR PARKING SYSTEM HAS CHANGED 

A new system for paying for car parking has recently been introduced at West Middlesex Hospital, but 
there is insufficient signage and information, so don’t be caught unawares.   

One of our OWGRA Committee members reported as follows: 

“They now use ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) so there is no ticket to collect at the barrier as 
you enter, so I did, thinking that the system was being repaired…  naïve obviously.  On exit I walked to the 

https://hounslow.app.box.com/s/cnpcike0x6rg4zfkkoxjk0nm782tj6n2
http://www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-rules
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1529669381_Copy%20of%20PGSD%20Weed%20Spraying%20Programme%20by%20Wards%202018%20-%2022.06.18.pdf
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1529669381_Copy%20of%20PGSD%20Weed%20Spraying%20Programme%20by%20Wards%202018%20-%2022.06.18.pdf
https://www.festicket.com/festivals/lovebox/2018/


car and saw barriers at the exit and then the pay machines covered over in thick plastic with a tardy note 
about ANPR and to pay in the atrium, so had to walk back to the main entrance and then use the new pay 
machine which was not easy to read (the small letters and numbers to enter the car reg).  Finally, I paid and 
left the car park easily as the barrier lifted when my car was facing the camera. So why no poster/notice on 
entry to the car park?  This would alert visitors of change when they enter so that they are prepared. Not 
much to ask for surely?” 

10. NEW PICCADILLY LINE TRAINS BY 2023! 

Good news that we will finally get some spanking new trains on our tube line in 5 years’ time. 

They will have air-conditioned walk-through carriages and the frequency of trains will be increased.  See 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/hftube016.htm  
However. it’s all gone quiet on the lifts that are due to be installed at Osterley station early next year; work 
was due to start on them this year, with completion by 2020.  Let’s keep our fingers crossed that no news is 
good news on that front! 

11. OWGRA WEBSITE 
The OWGRA website is full of useful information and updates on what is happening locally.  For more 
information see our attached guide to the website. 

Kind regards 

Barbara Stryjak 
Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA 

 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/hftube016.htm
http://www.owgra.org.uk/


Digging down into the OWGRA website
The OWGRA website now has a large amount of information on it. If you have not explored all its 
menus and sub-menus then we think you might find it interesting to do so. We are always looking 
for ways of improving the site so please let us know of any ideas that might occur to you.

The top level menu looks like this

1. Home has one sub-menu item About where you will find a little about the origins of OWGRA 
and the names of its current committee members.

2. News is our blog of recent items of interest. We have not used this enough. We are looking 
into ways of getting several people involved so that we can have a larger turn over of items.

3. OWGRA information has eight sub-menu items and three of these have further sub-menus. 
The structure is like this:

• Newsletters and Reports  Newsletters / Reports / OWGRA E-Newsletters
• Maps  OWGRA area / Osterley and Spring Grove ward / Conservation areas / Isleworth & 

Brentford Area Forum area / Find your local amenities / pathways, rights of way etc
• Constitution 
• Committee   Committee meetings / Minutes of Committee meetings
• Forthcoming Public Meetings (we announce them when we start planning them)
• Future meetings – your views (Let us know what you would like us to cover)
• Annual General Meeting (minutes of past AGMs, announcement of next one when known)
• How to become a member.

4. Planning has seven sub-menu items and two of these have further sub-menus.

• How to comment on planning applications
• Planning   Planning Policy / Local listing consultation / Listed buildings / Urban context 

and character / Conservation area appraisals.
• Planning news 
• The Bolder Academy
• Heathrow – do you support a third runway?
• Building works / Nisshkam / Grasshopper
• Past planning submissions

5. Local matters has six sub-meu items: Neighbourhood Watch / Neighbourhood Police / Local 
Crime map / Health & Fitness / Traffic and Transport / Consultations.

6. Our councillors (this gives full contact information for our ward councillors)

7. Links (we are building a list of useful links so suggestions for this are always welcome)

8. Site Map (a way of helping you to get an overview of what is on the site.

Comments on and criticisms of the site are welcome. There are blank pages and we know the site 
could do a lot more.  However, even this takes a lot of work so please bear that in mind.

David Pavett, Webmaster, June 2018



Do you have a passion for stories? 

Why not become a  

Volunteer Guide? 

Do you love history? Are you  

fascinated by the secrets of stately 

homes? If you are, then being a  

Volunteer Guide with the National 

Trust might be the opportunity  

for you. 

You don’t have to be an  

expert in art or history – 

we’ll help you with all the  

information you need.  

 

Our Volunteer Guides help 

the National Trust share the  

stories of Osterley House 

with the public – chatting 

to visitors in the rooms or 

leading tours. 

To find out more please get in  

touch via email or see our website: 

osterley.volunteering@nationaltrust.org.uk 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house 

We’re open seven days a week, 364 

days a year, so however much time 

you can spare, you’ll be welcome! 
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