
OWGRA E-newsletter, 15 July 2018 

 
Dear OWGRA Members 
  
1. PUBLIC MEETING ON NISHKAM TRAFFIC/PARKING MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS 
Tuesday 17 July, 6-8 pm, Osterley Park Hotel 
The Council has organised a meeting this coming Tuesday evening as a follow-up to the 23 May OWGRA 
Public Meeting to present their proposals to prevent traffic chaos when the new Nishkam School opens, 
and to answer residents’ questions. 
The attached letter has been delivered to households near the new school, and here is the link to the FAQs 
https://hounslow.app.box.com/v/NishkamSchoolFAQs  
It is important that we have good attendance from residents who will be affected by transport to the 
Nishkam School so that all views are aired and a decision can then be taken quickly on implementation of 
traffic and parking restrictions in time for the opening of the school. 
  
2. NEW PLANNING PROPOSAL FOR SHELL GARAGE, PUBLIC EXHIBITION 
Tuesday 17 July, 2-8 pm, Osterley Park Hotel 
There is a public exhibition on the same day at the same place as the Council meeting on Nishkam transport 
proposals (but between 2 and 8 pm) on the new plans for the old Shell Garage site at Gillette Corner (see 
attached flyer).  This proposal is for self-storage units and offices, but we have no idea at this stage of the 
details.  This is the seventh proposal for this site since 2005; previous proposals included a car showroom 
(2-storey), self-storage units, a 14-storey mixed use development (residential, self-storage and retail), then 
an 11-storey mixed use development (residential, self-storage and offices), the latter having been refused 
planning permission by Council Planning Officers in August 2017. 
We have expressed our concern at the short notice and together with our Councillors are pushing hard for 
a public meeting. 
Do please come and see the exhibition and then let us know what you think of the plans. 
  
3. CRIME UPDATE 
We continue to get reports of local crime, so please be vigilant. 
There was a recent attempted car theft on Northumberland Ave but the thieves were disturbed and ran off, 
a bike (not locked!) stolen from a garden, and there have been break-ins to shops on and near the London 
Road near Isleworth station.  
Specific guidance for some types of crime include: 
ATM scams: never let your guard down when getting cash from ATM machines.  Someone was recently 
scammed at one of the ATMs at Tesco Osterley.  Never let anyone see you inputting your PIN number. 
Dangerous driving: If you have a dash cam in your car you should be able to send evidence of dangerous 
driving directly to the police; see https://www.msn.com/en-gb/cars/news/new-online-portal-lets-you-
send-dash-cam-evidence-directly-to-police/ar-AAzsRh4?ocid=spartanntp  
Plant theft: we have had two reports in the last week of plants being stolen in their pots/planters from 
front gardens. 
Social media: please be wary of sending posts from your holidays so as not to alert people to the fact that 
your property might be empty. 
ASB: we continue to hear of problems caused by clients of the barber’s on Thornbury Road and also 
problems in the flats at 120 Wood Lane.  Also, there was an incident last night in the Tesco Osterley car 
park with many souped-up cars and motorbikes revving their engines, racing round the car park; the noise 
was horrendous and disturbed many local residents (many of whom called 999). 
We are talking to the Police and our Councillors to see what can be done about ASB, but in the meantime 
keep a diary of any problems and continue to report problems to the police. This IS important as without 
reports to the police they have no visibility of ongoing problems.   
All crimes: If you see a crime in progress call 999, otherwise report problems and suspicious behaviour 
via https://www.met.police.uk/ or call 101 (15p per call whatever the length of the call). 
  

https://hounslow.app.box.com/v/NishkamSchoolFAQs
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/cars/news/new-online-portal-lets-you-send-dash-cam-evidence-directly-to-police/ar-AAzsRh4?ocid=spartanntp
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/cars/news/new-online-portal-lets-you-send-dash-cam-evidence-directly-to-police/ar-AAzsRh4?ocid=spartanntp
https://www.met.police.uk/


4. CRIME PREVENTION 
OWGRA would like to purchase some mobile CCTV cameras that we can use in our area for crime 
prevention, but we need some local residents to help us with this project.  Duties would involve periodically 
retrieving the recordings, scanning them for suspicious activity to be passed to the police, and replacing the 
batteries.  OWGRA Committee members simply do not have the spare time to do this, hence the request 
for help.  Please let us know if that is something that you feel you would like to get involved in or can 
suggest someone who might be interested. 
  
5. HOUNSLOW HIGHWAYS STREET CLEANING 
Hounslow Highways have a new fortnightly street cleaning regime. 
Please let us know how well you think the pavements and roads are cleaned every two weeks.  The dry 
weather has resulted in lots of dry leaves on the pavements and in the channels, and it would be useful to 
know if these are being cleared.   
Please also let us know if you have seen or see any weed spraying taking place, as it was due to be done 
around about now. 
  
6. VEGETATION CUTBACK 
There are a number of areas where vegetation growth is now obstructing pavements, walkways and road 
signs. We are liaising with the Council and their subcontractors to understand what their schedule is for 
cutting back such vegetation and how we can get this to be done on a more regular basis, rather than 
waiting until it is causing real problems, as at present. 
 
7. TfL CONGESTION CHARGE CONSULTATION 
TfL are currently running a consultation on the Congestion Charge, see  
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/policy/private-hire-charge-exemption/?cid=ccyourviews  
The main proposals are: 
- to replace the Ultra Low Emission exemption with a phased exemption, 
- to remove the exemption for Private Hire Vehicles. This is of particular note, as it would mean that 
minicabs (including Uber) would now have to pay the Congestion Charge, rather than being exempt). 
The closing date is 28 Sept. 
 
8. HOUNSLOW GREEN OPEN SPACES 
Our Council will be preparing a borough-wide Open Space Strategy preceded by this 
consultation  https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20096/consultations/1883/have_your_say_on_green_sp
aces_in_hounslow_-_ends_monday_30_july_2018. It is very important that you register any usage you 
make of your local Green and Open Spaces. There is continual pressure from development and there is 
always the risk that, if this identifies any such spaces that seem to be little used, that the Council may use 
that as an excuse to schedule them for development. It will only take a few minutes to complete the 
consultation and it closes on 30 July.   
  
9. OWGRA MEMBERSHIP 
We continue to encourage residents to become OWGRA members.  Please tell/e-mail your neighbours and 
friends who might not be OWGRA members about the useful services we provide.  Our main objectives are 
to: 
- Preserve the amenities and character of our area.  
- Address the concerns and issues raised by members and local residents.  
- Monitor the planning and development activities of local authorities.  
- Keep members and residents regularly informed of local developments.  
- Raise concerns with our Ward Councillors when their intervention can help resolve issues. 
We have produced and delivered 8 newsletters to the 5000 households in the OWGRA area in the last 2 
years, organised 7 public meetings on topics of concern to the local community, and we maintain an 
informative website, as well as issuing regular e-newsletters (every few weeks). 
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Since the introduction of GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) on 25 May 2018 we have only been 
able to send our very informative e-newsletters to OWGRA members, so those residents who are not 
members might not know what’s going on.   
Remember that we are a purely voluntary organisation. We incur significant costs in providing these 
services to local residents, and we rely on the subscriptions from members to cover these costs. We work 
hard to keep these costs to a minimum, and we hope you agree that the subscription £5 per person per 
year represents excellent value for money.    
To become a member of OWGRA see www.owgra.org.uk/how-to-join/ 
  
Kind regards 
  
Barbara Stryjak 
Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA 
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