
OWGRA e-newsletter 16 September 2018 
 
Title: LOCAL UPDATE FROM OWGRA 
 
Dear OWGRA Members 
 
1. OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND, 22-23 Sept 
If you’ve never been to Open House weekend before then do think about devoting some time next 
weekend to visiting the many wonderful and interesting buildings in our area and across London.  It 
is the one weekend in the year when many buildings which are normally closed to the public are 
opened up and can be visited free-of-charge.  You can pick up a free booklet in the library – it lists all 
of the hundreds of buildings you can see, or visit the website https://openhouselondon.org.uk/.   
Buildings open to the public (and free of charge) in our borough include the refurbished Spring 
Grove House at West Thames College, Osterley House, Boston Manor House, Gunnersbury Museum 
(only very recently restored) and Chiswick House.  You can see inside many of the magnificent 
buildings in Whitehall (I highly recommend the Foreign Office), and see examples of new 
architecture in the City and East London.  But beware that there can be long queues outside well-
known buildings, so get there early. 
 
2. BOLDER ACADEMY 
The Bolder Academy opened last week and received its first pupils (Year 7).  The school is located at 
the bottom of Wood Lane at the junction with London Road in the building previously occupied by 
Nishkam, while the new school is built on the site of the old Grasshoppers Club on MacFarlane Lane.  
Here is a message from the Head, Heidi Swidenbank: 
“We opened our doors on the 10th September to 150 students. Our core values: be kind, be strong 
and be brave are at the heart of everything we do. We have had a great first week and the students 
and staff have settled brilliantly. 
During our assemblies this week we have heard from Transport for London and STARs.  
For us, our value about being kind means helping our students at the bus stops to ensure they and 
their parents feel safe and comfortable using public transport and crossing the roads. 
Being kind also extends to our community and it’s been great to chat to our local neighbours before 
and after school on Wood Lane and London Road. 
Look out for Bolder staff in their high viz jackets every day and come and say hello. Be kind, be 
strong, be brave - the Bolder Way.” 
If you live at the bottom of Wood Lane, do let us know how it’s working out. 
 
3. NISHKAM SCHOOL 
The new Nishkam School has now been open for over a week, and we included a message from the 
School Principal in the last e-newsletter.  Do let us know how the traffic and transport are working 
out. 
 
4. GRASSHOPPERS 
Grasshoppers have now moved to their new site on Syon Lane, just north of the Nishkam School.  
 
5. GILLETTE SOUTH/ACCESS STORAGE 
We still haven’t heard when the developers will hold a public meeting for us local residents on their 
proposals, following on from the exhibition at the Osterley Park Hotel on 17 July and presentation to 
Brentford Community Council on 13 August.  
Meanwhile they will be presenting their plans to Councillors this Thursday 20 Sept in the Council 
Chamber at the Civic Centre at 7.30 pm – see 

https://openhouselondon.org.uk/


https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/documents/s144568/PLANNING%20PRE-
APP%20REPORT%20SEP%2018.pdf. 
Local residents can go along to listen to the presentation and questions posed by Councillors.  The 
public cannot ask questions but can pass written questions to Councillors for them to raise (we have 
done this before).  So we encourage you to come along.  Parking is free in the evenings in the Civic 
Centre car park. 
 
6. ROAD WATCH 
Despite the increase in the number of roads with 20 mph speed limits in our area, we have not seen 
a reduction in speeding.  Some of us have been working with the police Road Watch team doing 
speed checks on these 20 mph roads and catching lots of speeding motorists who receive a warning 
letter in the post from the police.  We frequently do speed checks on Osterley Road and did our first 
on Syon Lane near the Nishkam School last week, which provided a bumper crop of speeding 
motorists, some of whom said they hadn’t spotted the 20 mph signs painted on the roads! 
If you think your road could do with a Road Watch session do let us know.  We also need more 
volunteers to do Road Watch (you can’t do it on your own road though). 
 
7. CRIME UPDATE 
We received a report from a resident on the Northumberland Estate and it has been sent out to 
Neighbourhood Watch members via the OWL system (https://www.owl.co.uk/).  We will be 
presenting OWL to the OWGRA Street Reps and Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators at a meeting 
next week and hope to have a public meeting on it later in the year. 
“Two white males, smart casual clothing, in a large black van, front VRN is HJ18 FMD, rear VRN 
maybe different.  Knocking on people’s doors saying they are doing roofing work in the 
neighbourhood and will offer to look at yours while checking the neighbours (resident checked and 
the neighbour was NOT having any work done).  When confronted with the above they would not 
show any documentation or i.d. but said they were builders from ‘Knight Brothers Builders’ before 
rapidly driving off.” 
 
8. CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARY CHANGES 
It looks like our constituency will be changing.  See 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=boundary002.htm . 
 
Kind regards 
 
Barbara Stryjak 
Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA 
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NEW NISHKAM SCHOOL, 152 Syon Lane 

 

 

 

 


