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1. OSTERLEY STATION CAR PARK FLATS PROPOSAL EXHIBITION 

This exhibition will take place over two days at Indian Gymkhana, Thornbury Avenue, Isleworth, Middlesex, 
TW7 4NQ, between 2.00 pm and 8.00 pm on Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 December 2018.   For more 
details see the attached flyer and this link https://www.apartmentsforlondon.org/osterleypublicexhibition/ 
and Councillor Tony Louki’s website https://osterleyspringgrove.org/2018/12/07/osterley-station-flats-
proposals-exhibition/  

The flyer was delivered to about a third of the households in the OWGRA area last weekend, and thank you 
to local residents for alerting us, as neither OWGRA nor the local Ward Councillors knew anything about 
it.  We immediately contacted the developer for more information and understand that they plan to submit 
a planning application ‘in early 2019’ and asked them why they hadn’t been in touch with us at an earlier 
stage (no satisfactory explanation received). 

We encourage as many OWGRA members and local residents as possible to go along to the exhibition, 
make your views known to the developer and e-mail us with your reactions.  We will then plan to meet the 
developer very quickly to feed back the initial reactions. 

2. CONSULTATION ON CONSERVATION AREAS – OWGRA RESPONSE 

Please find attached the final versions of the OWGRA response to the proposed Conservation Area 
Appraisals from the Council, which we will be sending on Monday 10 Dec, which is the deadline for 
responses. 

3. ACCESS STORAGE DEVELOPMENT AT GILLETTE CORNER 

Following an exhibition earlier in the year about this development, a useful public meeting was held at the 
Grasshoppers Club on 4 December to discuss the forthcoming application to develop the old Shell Garage 
site at Gillette Corner. The developers explained the reasoning behind the revised design for the proposed 
building (which will be part a storage facility and part offices) and the transport implications were the 
application to be approved. It was good to see that a number of changes reflecting comments from both 
OWGRA and Councillors have been incorporated. Around 40 people attended the meeting which was 
chaired by Councillor Tony Louki.  After the presentations there was a Q&A session which clarified some 
issues and highlighted others as needing further discussion.  The planning application is expected to be 
submitted soon, so we will be going through it in great detail, and sending you a draft response.  If you 
would like to help us with this in any way, please let us know. 

4. OSTERLEY PARK HOTEL 
There have been various problems caused by late night parties at the hotel in the last month or so, partly as 
a result of them receiving permission to hold events until 4 am over a few recent Sunday mornings.  On two 
occasions this resulted in cars being parked illegally nearby, eg on zebra crossings, grass verges, double red 
lines, and on private drives.  Noise from the music disrupted the sleep of nearby residents, and when the 
party goers were leaving there was anti-social behaviour with shouting and general disturbance to nearby 
residents.  Afterwards there was a sizable amount of litter (bottles, etc.) scattered around the nearby 
roads. We have had 2 meetings with the hotel management, including our local Councillors and the new 
Licensing Enforcement Officer from the Council.  We have felt that our concerns were not being taken 
seriously over the last 18 months, but we are hopeful that after the most recent meeting last week that 
things should improve.  There will not be any more parties until 4 am, and the music should not be heard 
outside of the hotel.  We really do want the hotel to be a going concern, that is used by local residents, but 
not at the expense of local residents, and hope that the hotel management (who are all relatively new, as 
the previous management are no longer involved) will listen and start to smarten up the premises and 
abide by their licensing conditions.  If you experience any problems though, do let us know and we will 
ensure that action is taken.  Also, if you are looking for a venue for an event/party do consider this venue. 
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5. PARK ROAD ALLOTMENTS 

Wonderful news that the appeal lodged by Northumberland Estates against the refusal by the Council to 
approve the development of flats on the Park Road allotments and move the allotments to Syon Park has 
been dismissed.  We congratulate our colleagues in The Isleworth Society for all the hard work they put in 
towards achieving this great result.  Here are two articles about this victory: 

https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/peasants-revolt-slays-duke-s-plans-to-build-flats-over-
isleworth-allotments-a4010211.html  

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=plparkroad006.htm  

And if you want to read the full report see 
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewDocument.aspx?fileid=30002623&fbclid=IwAR0qWLatKXKDD
BZaktvU_UGbhP2LNDC_texNB0u0HKudxH0nLPeUa9ba-4s  

6. CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL ‘THAT’S A WRAP’ – YOUR HELP PLEASE! 

Our local resident, Saba Hassan, is getting a terrific response to the request for new toys for disadvantaged 
children in Hounslow for Christmas.  The target is 2,000 toys, and more than 1,000 toys have already been 
donated.  So, more toys are needed and there’s less than 2 weeks to go.  Saba has asked to pass this 
message on to local residents: “Also we would love to have them attend the event to help us wrap presents 
as it's all about coming together to support each other as a community. The Mayor is supposed to be 
attending and will be giving a brief speech which is exciting too!” So, if you haven’t donated yet or would 
like to make a monetary donation or come and help wrap presents next Saturday, go to 
www.thatsawrap.org.uk. 

7. SEASONAL EVENTS AT THISTLEWORTH TENNIS CLUB (https://www.thistleworth.net/) 

Two fun events coming up at Thistleworth Tennis Club (in Ridgeway Road North). 

Traditional Xmas lunch followed by surprise entertainment, Sunday 16 December, bar opens at 12 noon, 
lunch served at 1 pm.  Members £15, guests £18.  Booking in advance essential.   

New Year's Eve Extravaganza, Monday 31 December, bar opens at 7 pm, fantastic 4 course buffet at 8 pm, 
THE AMAZING ELVIS from 9.30 pm. Members £40, guests £45.  Booking in advance essential.   

If you are interested in either or both of these events, you must book in advance by e-mailing 
Stephanie@thistleworth.net  

8. CHRISTMAS CONCERT, St Mary’s Church, Mon 17 Dec, 7 pm 

Get in to the Christmas spirit by coming along to St Mary’s Church, Osterley Road, on Monday 17 Dec at 7 
pm for Isleworth & Syon School for Boys Christmas Concert.  See 
https://www.isleworthsyon.org/2018/12/christmas2018/?fbclid=IwAR0vtrb5EZupNXjePEK-sr2pii6-
MSTyCmfNIKkc4lMGv56MNxJPyfXCEEA  

9. CRIME PREVENTION 

We received this concerning notification from Hounslow Council and ask 
you to keep your eyes and ears open. 
“Dear Colleagues 
Our partners at the Metropolitan Police Service have informed me of a 
new very worrying trend in the borough affecting some of our most 
vulnerable residents. 
Some unsavoury individuals are painting or sticking markings on 
carriageways outside vulnerable residents’ properties.  These markings 
indicate to other individuals of the vulnerable person.  These vulnerable 
residents are unfortunately being exploited and abused physically, sexually 
and financially, and this mark is the ‘target’ placed for identification that 
there is someone here who can be exploited or abused. 
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One of the markings is shown in the below pictures taken from Clifden Road, Brentford.  Another marking 
that has been noted is of a solid circle within a diamond or square.  There are a few different markings that 
the Police are verifying.  As soon as they confirm they will let me know and I will in turn inform you all again. 
May I ask you please to forward this on to your teams, other service areas and contractors as appropriate 
and for them to keep an eye out when they are out and about around the borough.  If any are found, please 
report it to Hounslow Highways who will remove the markings as soon as possible.” 

For more advice on crime prevention go to https://www.met.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/. 

10. CAR CRIME 

We have heard of a number of car and van break-ins in the area in the last few weeks. In all of them the 
front side windows were smashed to gain access to the vehicle. To avoid being the victim of such a crime, 
please ensure when you leave your vehicle that there is nothing left on display that could attract the 
attention of a would-be thief; no electrical goods, such as mobile phones or satnavs; no bags such as 
handbags or shopping bags that might contain something of value; no boxes that might contain 
something.  Even if it is just an empty shopping bag, the thief does not know it is empty.  It only takes a 
thief a few seconds to smash the window, open the door and take whatever they see and vanish.  It will 
take you rather longer, and cost you quite a bit, to replace your car window. Also, if you have CCTV cameras 
on your home, try and park such that your car is clearly in view of them. 

Also, please be careful when you park in Tesco Osterley, as they have recently informed us of the following: 

“We have had two types of crime occurring in the car park, firstly two car side door windows have been 
smashed, secondly the car park is being targeted by an organised gang who lift a car remove the entire 
exhaust pipe from the manifold. This has happened on three separate occasions during broad daylight. They 
are very aggressive, and the whole process takes a matter of minutes. The police are involved in both 
incidents.” 

So be alert, and stay safe. 

We hope to be in touch before Christmas and in the meantime wish you all the best with your preparations 
for Christmas. 

Kind regards 

Barbara Stryjak 
Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA 
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SPRING GROVE CAA REVIEW - Comments from OWGRA, Dec 2018 
 
Essentially, the conservation area assessment appears to be good and OWGRA support it subject to the 
following comments: 

1. OWGRA note that there are no plans to enlarge or reduce the size of the conservation area since 
its original designation in 2002.  We believe this is right as it includes the historic and architectural 
characteristics of the area.  However, our understanding is that Spring Grove is not an urban area, 
rather more suburban in classification, given the nature of much of the residential development 
being houses with gardens or groups of mostly low-rise flats or conversions of larger homes, some 
original Davies buildings, with good open space provision.  There is a school and college, both of 
which have good open space, plus several sports facilities. There is no industrial, office or 
warehousing in the conservation area. 
 

2. We would be pleased if the Campion House statue of ‘The Descent from the Cross’ were reinstated 
within the Marbaix Gardens, Tigar Lodge, Blumenthal Close and Campion House development to 
acknowledge the 20th century history of the site in this well designed new development. 

 
3. Spring Grove has very little publicly accessible open space, but the main benefit of building mini 

estates on the former Davies sites is that they are mostly well set back from the road, giving the 
impression of spaciousness, e.g. Aplin Way.  OWGRA is keen to retain all this open space and 
pleased that it remains within the Conservation Area. 

 
4. OWGRA agrees with the assessment of a ‘more appropriate redevelopment of the judiciary 

buildings’ i.e. the Crown Court being needed.  It is a disjointed mix of the retained 1960s 
‘minimalist’ entrance way on Ridgeway Road and stark vertical, more modern block added facing 
The Grove with the loss of mature trees and shrubs.  We look forward to seeing the planting grow 
and mature to help soften its appearance as its bulky built form is out of character in its prominent 
position in the conservation area. 

 
5. Traffic noise and pollution on the A4 and London Road:  given that vehicles currently have priority 

over pedestrians on these roads, OWGRA recommend a conscious traffic management scheme to 
improve pedestrian access and minimise harmful noise and pollution, though we appreciate there 
should be some improvement in the future with the introduction of electric-powered vehicles. 
 

6. While this is not included in the CA assessment, of similar concern is the noise and pollution 
generated by air traffic: it is especially important that the current air traffic is limited by the 
alternation policy so that at least one part of the day is relatively noise-free within the Spring Grove 
area, directly under the northern flight path.  It would be a source of great concern should flight 
patterns change to residents’ detriment, particularly with the proposed third runway. 
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7. Suburban roads, particularly those linked to/parallel to the A4: we would support traffic 
management focused on discouraging their use to bypass the A4, Thornbury Road or Wood Lane 
and enforcement of 20mph limits.  Osterley Road and Ridgeway Road are prime examples where 
this would be beneficial. 

 
8. OWGRA supports planning enforcement to reduce front-facing satellite dishes. 

Street furniture makes a material contribution to the appearance of the Conservation area and we 

believe the design, installation and management of these need to be improved. All planned installa-

tion of new furniture, and its ongoing management, should be assessed as to whether it contrib-

utes to, and enhances, the Conservation Area 

 

9. We agree with the statement about poor quality shop fronts especially on London Road.  All such 
shops should be tested against their ability to contribute to the ambience of the London Road as a 
local town centre, with signage and usage controls appropriate for the maintenance of this. This 
should include  

a. sensible limits over street signage (to reflect that this is a Conservation Area) to ensure they 
are in keeping with other signage and appropriate for the area in terms of style, size, etc. 
(e.g. no 6-foot high flashing neon signs) 

b. guidelines to encourage usage of these facilities by businesses which both support the local 
neighbourhood as well as bring in customers from further afield (e.g. no businesses solely 
focused on serving customer from outside the area or over-supply of e.g. betting shops) 
and 

c. limits over opening hours to reflect the residential and local nature of the area. 

 
10. It seems to OWGRA that many of the recent developments in the area have caused the damage 

highlighted in the report, of tall blocks of flats on the London Road, though some copy architectural 
detailing of nearby buildings, e.g. Odeon Parade at the former film studio and the new 
development at the former DHSS office opposite. Others are outside the conservation area but 
clearly visible, e.g. Pears factory site and site of former Skoda garage, not awful but in a modern 
style.  They have all been built since the original 2002 designation and most at least 6 storeys, but 
could have been worse, creating a tunnel effect along the London Road. 

 
11. Many street trees have already disappeared especially on the London Road, Thornbury Road, 

College Road and Osterley Road, and have not been replaced as they conflict with vehicle 
crossovers etc.  Nevertheless, most streets still have trees, some spectacular, e.g. in front of 
Campion House.  Better management and replacement of street trees is necessary from LBH, in 
OWGRA’s view. 

 
12. Before the Residential Extension Guidelines (REGs) and the original conservation area designation, 

there were some badly designed roof and side extensions to dwellings causing a terracing effect 
plus loss of vegetation in front gardens with vehicle crossovers.  Some more recent extensions and 
loss of gardens to vehicles have been much better managed and add to the street scene; OWGRA 
supports the Conservation assessment and the continuation and improvement to the REGs to that 
purpose. 
 



Comments on the Draft Spring Grove
Conservation Area Appraisal

These comments were prepared by David Pavett and Gina Richards and have been approved as 
part of the OWGRA response to the Appraisal

General. This new appraisal is very welcome. It is vastly better than the previous one. It gives a
good general description of the area and explains well why its many strong features are worth
conserving.  The photographic  evidence of  the area's  character  is  excellent and makes it  much
easier to appreciate what is argued in the text. Our overall feeling is that a final appraisal written
broadly along these lines would be a helpful tool in (1) maintaining the distinctive features of the
area,  (2)  in  enhancing  its  distinctive  character  and finally  (3)  in  resisting  developments  which
detract from the areas special features rather than enhance them. Our remarks and points below
are therefore made within a framework of general approval and agreement with the report. They
are intended to sort out what we see as errors and omissions.

Photographs.  Another  general  point  is  that  the  photographs,  although  generally  excellently
chosen mostly seem a bit dark.  This  may be a question of  our printer  but we have the same
impression looking at  the pdf document.  That too could be to do with screen renderings and
settings but we suggest that some consideration is given to making the pictures look as bright as
possible.

1.1.2 Last  sentence.  Is  it  really  true  that  the  “buildings/structures”  are  all  designated  as
heritage assets? When questions have been raised about the gutting of houses designated
as  of  “historical  interest”  the response from the officers  has  been that  it  is  only  the
external visual aspect  that is of concern and not the structure inside the building. So
can  we  say  that  “all  features  (listed  or  otherwise)  …  are  recognised  as  part  of  its
character”?

1.2.3 This paragraph unfortunately refers to the wrong Conservation Area!

1.2.5 We are  not  clear  about  the  final  sentence  “...  omission  from the  text  should  not  be
interpreted as an indication of lesser significance”. The opening sentence says that the
report deals only with the principle characteristics of the area. Those not deal with are
therefore of lesser significance which is not to say unimportant. Perhaps this paragraph
needs re-wording.

1.3.3 “The  area  is  well-served  by  bus,  train  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  tube.”  We  think  this
paragraph is misleading since some parts of the area have a low transport (PTAL) rating.
The problem is that developers intent on intensification will seize on this sort of comment
and we have had experience of this in the past in which they have even tried to argue
(unsuccessfully fortunately) that the PTAL values were wrong.

1.3.5 We think that the comments about sound need some refining. Aircraft noise goes well
beyond 50m of the A4 and does not allow “bird song and general ambient noise to take
over”. Indeed often, even more than 50m from the A4 normal conversation has to stop
while aircraft pass overhead.

Maps Page 7. This map showing the contour of the Conservation Area is out of date. It does not



show, for example, the current buildings for West Thames College.

2.1.1 We feel that this paragraph could be written in a more reader-friendly way. It sounds too
much like the sort of officialese that causes eyes to glaze over.

2.4.2 Would it not be clearer to say “Demolition of all buildings whether listed or not within …”
rather than Demolition of an unlisted building within ...”?

2.4.4 Can a link not be added to where the specifics for Conservation Areas can be found. And
won't the Portal send the enquirer back to the website of the local authority in question
for this?

Maps Page 9.  Could these old regression maps which are rather unclear not be subjected to
some  image  enhancement?  The  acknowledgement  could  then  say  “Based  on  the
Ordinance Survey map of xxxx”. Same for the maps on page 10. All of this series of maps
could also be be displayed larger by cropping (left/right of image) and enlarging to fill the
page.

3.2.1.1 When did “Osterley House and Park to the north become a major formative influence ...”?

3.2.1.2 What is the 1745 mapping referred to (would this be the Rocque Map)?

3.2.1.4 It is said that the area's character shifted from rural to urban. Does this not need finessing
given  that  elsewhere  in  Planning  material  the  area  is  characterised  as  being  mainly
suburban. This has been a bone of contention with some planning applications. Should
this not be clearer in the appraisal?

3.2.2.3 Given the references to the Davies Plan and the talk of its layout would it not be helpful to
include an image of Davies' original street plan (as given in the Gillian Morris book). It
might be helpful to superimpose street names on the image for ease of reading.

Map Page 15. We think that this map indicates a need for a more detailed area survey in that we
believe that there are undesignated areas with as much claim to local listing and positive
character as those which have been so designated. We suggest, for example the Arts &
Crafts style housing along Church road. There are others we could mention. This needs,
we think, further discussion and survey.

Map Page 17. Again, this map is out of date as shown by the West Thames College building.

Map Page 18. There is a possible mistake or oversight on this map. Some of the buildings along
London  Road  which  have  not  been  designated  as  of  special  interest  are  older  than
adjacent buildings which have been designated. This applies to Nos 588 – 572 which are
older than 532 – 556). We think that these older buildings may well be pre-Davies as are
the cottages in Thornbury Road on the even side (which have been designated).

5.1.1 Last sentence. We think that the statement that “only very few blocks and streets have
strong coherence and continuity” is a serious understatement. We think that it would be
more accurate to say that “there are a significant number of blocks and streets which have
a strong coherence and continuity”.

5.1.2 The description of the visibility Spring Grove House seems not right to us. The building is
now visible from London Road and along much of Harvard Road. It is more visible than it
was before the new college buildings were erected.

5.1.4 Superfluous “is” in first sentence. “... no broken by the Great West Road, has is a wide ...”.



Map Page 22. Houses 45-53 have not been designated even though they appear to be the same
design as others which have been e.g. 86/88. (see map page 25)

Map Page 27. We believe there are some mistakes on this map. One of which we have raised
repeatedly and have even had an acknowledgement that it is a mistake. It is unfortunately
still  repeated in  this  map.  The designations  shown along Thornbury Road don't  make
sense. Nos 91-101 are all Edwardian and built in 1904. It does not make sense to list one
of them, 101, and then 5 Arts and Crafts Houses, 103 – 111. These Arts and Crafts Houses
are all post WW1, as is 113. 115 – 121 are pre WW1 (See regression maps!) Church Road.
Vine Lodge, shown on 1865/9 maps as half of a wider building. According to hearsay the
building dates from significantly earlier. 1 – 11 are Arts & Crafts from the 1920s 11A is a
classic 1930s domestic building.

5.5.1 We think that it might be worth mentioning that with the demolition of the old Jesuit
student dormitory and Chapel the aspect of Campion House has been much enhanced
and that generally the development has enhanced the frontage along Thornbury Road.
When we have developments that clearly enhance the area we should perhaps say so.

Photographs on page 34. We think that a better picture could be taken of the houses leading
up to Campion House along Thornbury Road. Perhaps the view looking towards Campion
House would be better. It would also be good if the view from the road could be shown
since that would show the open aspect of the development for those walking along the
road.

8.2 Why not list all 5 open spaces?

9.2 We feel that the description of West Thames College as marred by incoherent and non-
complementary features is too negative. From most angles what first meets the eye is
buildings set in in amongst a lot of vegetation.

11.4 Superfluous “the” in first sentence: “Precedent for the increasing the height...”.

Prepared by Gina Richards and David Pavett, 15 November 2018
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OSTERLEY PARK CAA REVIEW - Comments from OWGRA, Dec 2018 

Essentially, the conservation area assessment appears to be good and OWGRA support it subject to the 
following comments: 

1. OWGRA are pleased to see that the opportunity is being taken to extend the boundaries of the 
conservation area.  Much has changed since its first designation in 1988 and we believe the 
extension is right as it includes the historic and architectural characteristics of the area augmented 
by some recent development.  
a. We note that the extended boundaries include the Wyke Estate and the much-needed 

refurbishment of the listed moderne sports pavilion now serving Goals Soccer on Macfarlane 
Lane.  Oaklands Avenue and parts of Syon Lane fit well with this too as they add to the history 
of the area with their mostly well-kept 1930s housing.   

b. Adding the remainder of the shopping parade and houses on Thornbury Road, the eclectic mix 
of houses on St Mary’s Crescent plus the Library, Bowling Green and Jersey Gardens completes 
the picture of a compact village centre.  To complement this grouping, the Council might 
consider adding in Thistleworth Close, a typical 1960s cul-de-sac development, and Osterley 
Avenue, another cul-de-sac of mainly Victorian, 1930s and 1960s housing next to the 
Thornbury Road shops. 

c. This is further complemented by adding the adjacent stretch of the Great West Road and 
Leigham Drive with its mostly well-preserved art deco-style houses, plus Ridgeway Road North 
and Lingwood Gardens, again interesting of a mostly 1920/30s building design. 

d. Wood Lane with its varied style of properties together with the new Nishkam School and 
Grasshoppers Rugby Club, both modern pleasing architecture-designed buildings set well in 
landscaped grounds, complete the picture. 

 

2. The original Osterley Park Conservation Area was focused on protecting the Park and the 
surrounding views of it as well as the views from the park of its surroundings. The remit of this 
revised Conservation area is somewhat wider; to protect the environment of the Osterley area, a 
critical part of which is Osterley Park. As such we would suggest that the CA be renamed the 
Osterley Conservation Area to reflect this. We also believe that the Council should continue its 
welcome crackdown on unauthorised development as set out in the latest version of the 
Residential Extension Guidelines, which include controls on side extensions, 2-storey extensions, 
cladding, dormer windows, extensions to additional structures, front-facing chimneys, flues, soil 
pipes, front satellite dishes, front solar panels, advertisements, plus works to trees with stem 
diameters 75mm, etc. 
 

3. OWGRA believe the views of Osterley Park from the surrounding areas are of the upmost 
importance and need to be protected, and that all the existing surrounding open space should be 
afforded as much protection as is possible. These areas are vital to the ambience of Osterley and of 
Osterley Park and are highly valued by residents and visitors. We would therefore strongly 
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recommend that the following open areas be added to the scope of the new Osterley 
Conservation Area –  
 

a. the Golf Club and Trumpers Wood east of the park all the way to and including the Victorian 
waterway, the Grand Union Canal…(5.2.5), and including the location of Trumpers Wood (an 
ancient woodland adjacent to the Long Wood Wetlands Nature Reserve) originally part of the 
Osterley estate established in the 16th Century by Sir Thomas Gresham. 

 
b. northwards beyond the M4 almost to Norwood Green to the council’s boundary with 

Norwood Green, to include National Trust open land (see 4.1.2) originally purchased by Robert 
Child in the 18th Century to extend Osterley Park to the North. The northern boundary of the 
Park is marked by a stream crossed by the ‘Roman Bridge’, designed by Robert Adam, dated 
1780, and is a Grade II listed building for which the LB Hounslow is the Local Planning Authority 
(11.3). 

 
c. west covering the Brentford FC sports ground, comprising open fields, scrub and woodlands 

and forming an attractive biodiverse western approach to Osterley Park criss-crossed by 
numerous historic Rights of Way and other footpaths linking the Park to Heston and across the 
M4 via a footbridge to Osterley Lane and Norwood Green. This former area of pasture and farm 
land was originally added to the Osterley Park estate in the 16th century under a royal licence 
granted to Sir Thomas Gresham, and included Osterley Farm which he already owned, and 
comprised of 200 acres stretching westwards from Osterley House to Heston Village. The area 
also contains the ‘Ramblers’ Sculpture (2000) by Ray Smith, commissioned to celebrate the 
theme of family strolls in suburban open fields. 

 
4. Rights of Way and Footpaths within the Osterley Conservation Area 

The appraisal document makes little or no reference to the historic Rights of Way (RoW) and other 
footpaths that criss-cross the current Osterley Conservation Area (1988) and surrounding areas of 
special character, that are used and enjoyed by walkers, cyclists and horse-riders in the borough.  
OWGRA believe that the appraisal should include references to the detailed Council plan, published 
in 2008, “Rights of Way Improvement Plan”, which clearly and strongly makes the case for 
conserving, maintaining and improving the quality and signage of the borough’s RoW, and indeed 
the need to protect them from property developer and landowner encroachment. In particular, it 
identifies the importance of RoW footpaths across listed Grade I and II sites of borough importance 
within the current Osterley Conservation Area (1988) and surrounding areas of special character, 
providing access to wildlife sites and the biodiversity of the Osterley Conservations area: Osterley 
Park (Grade I); Wyke Green/Golf Course to the Grand Union Canal (Grade I); Osterley Fields (Grade 
II); Norwood Fields (Grade II); St Marys Wood and Pastures; Trumpers Triangle (Grade II). 
The current Osterley Conservation Plan, and any extensions into surrounding areas of special 
character, should make specific reference to its RoW and footpaths that provide significant 
character and amenity to the area, and for which the borough has particular responsibilities. 

 
5. Biodiversity of the Osterley Conservation Area 

The Osterley Park Conservation Area Appraisal Consultation Draft document makes little or no ref-

erence to the biodiversity of the current conservation area (1988) and surrounding areas of special 

character. OWGRA consider that there should be references to the Council’s Hounslow Biodiversity 

Action Plan (2011) clearly and strongly makes the case for conserving, maintaining and improving 

the quality of the borough’s sites for nature conservation (SINCs) and identifies the following listed 

Grade I and II listed sites of importance within the Osterley Conservation area (1988) and surround-

ing areas of special character, as having particular importance in its Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP): 

Osterley Park (Grade I); Wyke Green/Golf Course to the Grand Union Canal (Grade I); Osterley 



 

Fields (Grade II); Norwood Fields (Grade II); St Marys Wood and Pastures (Grade II); Trumpers Tri-

angle (Grade II). The BAP aims to include the above areas, collectively the largest biodiversity area 

in the borough, in its plan to: 

a. Prioritise actions for protecting, conserving and enhancing wildlife and habitats 

b. Enable monitoring of biodiversity 

c. Gauge the quality of our surroundings through the indicators provided by the health of habitats 

and species provided. 

Clearly, any appraisal of the current Osterley Conservation Plan (1988), and proposed extensions 
into surrounding areas of special character, should make specific reference to the substantial 
biodiversity of such areas and the contribution that this makes to their character and amenity, 
and for which the borough has particular responsibilities in protecting and supporting through its 
BAP. 

 

6. Traffic noise and pollution on the A4 - given that vehicles currently have priority over pedestrians 
on this trunk road OWGRA would recommend a conscious programme to improve pedestrian ac-
cess across the A4, especially given the planned increase over the next 10-15 years in usage with 
people living and working next to it. 

 

7. Suburban roads, particularly those linked to / parallel to the A4. We would suggest that traffic 
management of these roads should be focused on discouraging their use by any traffic other than 
that using them for access to properties, etc. on these roads, and discouraging their use to bypass 
the A4.  Jersey Road is a prime example. This would include measures such as enforcement of 
20mph limits. 

 

8. The key issue regarding the incessant roar of the M4 slicing through the northern area of the 
original Osterley Park is the effect this has on Osterley Park itself and its visitors.  OWGRA suggest 
the installation of a noise barrier along this stretch of the M4 and where possible road surface 
improvements. 
 

9. Of similar concern is the noise and pollution generated by air traffic; it is of especial importance 
that the current air traffic is limited by the alternation policy so that at least one part of the day is 
relatively noise-free.  It would be a source of great concern should flight patterns change to 
residents’ detriment, particularly with the proposed third runway. 

 
10. Street furniture makes a material contribution to the appearance of the Conservation area and we 

believe the design, installation and management of these need to be improved. All planned 
installation of new furniture, and its ongoing management, should be assessed as to whether it 
contributes to, and enhances, the Conservation Area. It would also help if there were proper 
management by LBH of the proliferation of mobile phone masts; one eyesore is the cluster of 15 
of them outside Jersey Gardens on the A4.  They are an intimidating barrier to walking or cycling 
there and they have an ugly and unco-ordinated appearance. 

 

11. We agree the statement regarding a good mix of shops and services on Thornbury Road. All such 
shops should be tested against their ability to contribute to the ambience of Thornbury Road as a 
local village centre, with signage and usage controls appropriate for the maintenance of this. This 
should include  



 

a. sensible limits over street signage (to reflect that this is a Conservation Area) to ensure they are 
in keeping with other signage and appropriate for the area in terms of style, size, etc. (e.g. no 6-
foot high flashing neon signs) 

b. guidelines to encourage usage of these facilities by businesses which both support the local 
neighbourhood as well as bring in customers from further afield (e.g. no businesses solely fo-
cused on serving customer from outside the area) and 

c. limits over opening hours to reflect the residential and local nature of the area (e.g. no all-night 
barber shops). There are currently no licensing restrictions and we think there should be, possi-
bly via Article 4 Direction. 

 

12. Many street trees have already disappeared especially on the Great West Road, Thornbury Road 
and Jersey Road, and have not been replaced as they conflict with vehicle crossovers etc. Better 
management and replacement of street trees is necessary from LBH, in OWGRA’s view. We would 
recommend the introduction of a sponsorship scheme (or similar) whereby Hounslow Council 
would accept contributions from residents towards trees being planted outside their properties 
where appropriate. 

 
13. Before the Residential Extension Guidelines (REGs), there were some badly designed roof and side 

extensions to dwellings causing a terracing effect plus loss of vegetation in front gardens with 
vehicle crossovers.  Some more recent rebuilding and extensions and loss of gardens to vehicles 
have been much better managed and add to the street scene; OWGRA supports the Conservation 
assessment and the continued use of the REGs to that purpose.  We think that the use of Article 4 
Direction should be considered.  We also agree that there is a threat to the rural edge in the area 
from the increasing demand for gates and walls of unsympathetic style and materials.  This might 
also be included in Article 4 Direction. 

 


