
OWGRA E-newsletter 30 January 2019 
  
 
Title:  LOCAL NEWS FROM OWGRA 
  
Dear OWGRA members 
  
1. PUBLIC MEETING ON CRIME, Tuesday 12 Feb, 7 pm, SKY Osterley Campus, Grant Way, TW7 5QD 
The increase in crime that we are seeing in the last few months in our area is very concerning, so our 
local Neighbourhood Watch has organised a public meeting to see what can be done to help tackle 
the problem (including a proposal to install CCTV/ANPR cameras in public areas ie roads, etc).   
There will be speakers from the Police, Neighbourhood Watch and Hounslow Council. 
For details of the programme for this meeting see the home page on the OWGRA website 
www.owgra.org.uk.   
Places at the meeting are limited to 100 attendees, so pre-registration is highly recommended by 
emailing info@owgra.org.uk or leaving a message on 07562 385269.  
Priority of admission will be given to OWGRA members. 
  
2. OWGRA NEWSLETTER AND MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
OWGRA Street Reps are currently distributing the new OWGRA printed newsletter (see 
https://owgra.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/owgra-newsletter-9_jan_2019.pdf) and membership 
(renewal) form (see https://owgra.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/owgra-membership-form-jan-
2019.pdf) to all households in the OWGRA area.  This newsletter has lots of reference material and 
we encourage you to keep it handy for future reference.  OWGRA membership is renewable every 
year.   
Please renew your membership and encourage your neighbours to join OWGRA, and they will also 
start to get these e-newsletters and see how much we are doing for the local community. 
  
3. COMMUNITY LITTER PICK 
OWGRA recently organised its first ever very successful Community Litter Pick.  We had about 20 
local volunteers, including a few colleagues from Heston Action Group, and collected about 60 bags 
of rubbish in an hour and a half!  Click here to read and see what happened 
https://owgra.org.uk/2019/01/20/community-litter-pick/  
There are quite a few local residents who already regularly litter pick around their areas and we are 
very grateful to them for caring for their environment and for their hard work and dedication to 
trying to keep our streets clear of rubbish. 
We will be running further Community Litter Picks in the future - so if you know of a road/area 
which has a lot of rubbish scattered around let us know - provided you and some of your 
neighbours are prepared to come out and pick the litter with us as well… 
  
4. POTHOLE PLEDGE 
Don’t forget that £2 mn has been made available by the Council to fix potholes in the next year or 
so.  If you see a pothole that looks like it hasn’t been reported (no markings round it) then report it 
here http://www.hounslowhighways.org/38-interactive-enquiries-map.html.   
There’s some really useful information on the Hounslow Highways website which illustrates what is 
and what isn’t a pothole - see http://www.hounslowhighways.org/index.php?p=170 
The money won’t be available forever, so don’t delay, REPORT POTHOLES NOW before it’s too 
late!  
If a pothole you report hasn't gained a white outline around it within 2 weeks of reporting it, that 
means it has not been deemed large enough by Hounslow Highways for action.  If that happens, 
please keep an eye on it and if it gets a lot bigger and/or deeper then report it again (sorry, but that 
is the guidance from Hounslow Highways). 
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5. REPORT FROM RECENT OSTERLEY & SPRING GROVE WARD PANEL MEETING 
The Ward Panel connects the local Police, Neighbourhood Watch, local businesses and residents (via 
OWGRA). At a recent meeting the Police reported on recent crime statistics in the area and 
responses.  Numbers of burglaries are up (though mostly via thefts from gardens/garden 
sheds/outbuildings that were not secured). Robberies of individuals were down. Thefts from cars are 
up (though Police are still finding significant numbers of cars parked on the street or in drives that 
are not locked). There are pockets of Anti-Social Behaviour in certain areas. They have had successes 
in several areas in terms of apprehending suspects. Tesco reported on steps they have taken which 
have successfully reduced crime/ASB in their car park with further steps now being implemented.  
The Police reemphasised the importance of residents reporting everything that concerns them 
(ASB, low-level crime, attempted crime, etc). This is vital as they use it to establish patterns of 
offending and then target their resources to maximum effect.  You can find how to report incidents 
to the Police in our latest printed newsletter (see 
https://owgra.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/owgra-newsletter-9_jan_2019.pdf).  Residents are also 
encouraged to sign up to OWL ( https://www.owl.co.uk/) to receive e-mail alerts from the Police, 
and to use the Vehicle Smart phone app to report any vehicle that has been dumped/not taxed (the 
app will tell you if this is the case).  
A recent example of a positive result of reporting crime to the police comes from a road in our area 
where there had been a number of break-ins in sheds and garages.  A number of residents contacted 
the police who then took some blood samples where one of the thieves had cut themselves when 
breaking glass. The police got a match with someone they were already aware of and arrested 
him.  The break-ins in that area have now stopped.  This shows how important it is not to overlook 
these incidents and call the police asap.  
The Ward Panel meets every few months.  If you are interested in joining the Ward Panel, 
representing your local area and live on the Northumberland Estate or Spring Grove area, please 
contact OWGRA. 
  
6. TAKE CARE WHEN WALKING HOME ALONE 
One of our local residents was recently followed home in the evening by a suspicious looking 
man.  She called 101 and reported the full details to the police.  So if this happens to you, if possible, 
try to stick to main roads which are well lit, have your wits about you, without making it obvious try 
to remember what the person was wearing and what they looked like and report the incident to the 
police asap.  Please also try and avoid studying your phone continually when out and about and, as a 
result, not being aware of your surroundings. 
  
7. HEATHROW AIRSPACE AND FUTURE OPERATIONS CONSULTATION 
The next stage of consultation on the consequences of Heathrow expansion and changes to 
flightpaths is currently in progress and runs until 4 March – see 
https://afo.heathrowconsultation.com/ where you can also find details of public events where the 
proposals are being presented.  The next nearest ones to us are on  
-          Fri 1 Feb, 2-8 pm, at Ealing Town Hall 
-          Fri 22 Feb, 2-8 pm, at the Holiday Inn, Brentford 
The material online is a little confusing - we will be posting up guidance on our website later this 
week. 
  
8. HOUNSLOW ACTIVITY PROGRAMME 60+ 
A variety of keep fit activities are held for the over 60s in a number of locations around the 
borough.  For more information see https://www.careplace.org.uk/Services/11998 and the Jan-June 
2019 brochure can be found here 
https://www.careplace.org.uk/Documents/Download/3942/Happy-and-Healthy-Ac. 
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9. THISTLEWORTH HALL HIRE 
Thistleworth Tennis & Social Club are pleased to offer a 25% discount to all OWGRA members for 
evening hall hire bookings and daytime children’s birthday parties. Please see www.thistleworth.net 
for more information or call Steph on 07956 488201. 
  
10. CONSULTATIONS 
Here are some consultations which might be of interest. 
This one is on proposed changes to the plastic carrier bag charge and closes on 22 Feb 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/environmental-quality/extending-the-single-use-bags-charge/. 
This consultation is about obesity and closes on 6 April 
https://consultations.dh.gov.uk/obesity/2efb8c9f/. 
  
11. LOVE YOUR LIBRARY OR ELSE! 
We sometimes take our libraries for granted.  The libraries in Ealing are under threat – see  
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/ealibrarycuts001.htm. 
Don’t let that happen to us!  To make sure it doesn’t, why not try to aim to visit our local lovely 
Osterley Library at least once a month?  Every visit helps! 
  
Kind regards 
  
Barbara Stryjak 
Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA 
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