
OWGRA E-newsletter 16 February 2019 
 
Dear OWGRA members 
 
1. CABINET QUESTION TIME, Wed 20 Feb, 7-9 pm, at Brentford School for Girls, Boston Manor Road, 
Brentford, TW8 0PG 

You have an opportunity to question members of Hounslow Council Cabinet about council services at this 
meeting this coming Wednesday.  Hot topics include the proposed 5% increase in Council Tax (see 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&link=http://neighbournet.com/server/common/ho
unscoun530counciltaxraise.htm), the state of our environment (including litter and fly-tipping), crime, 
parking, etc, etc. 

This is what Cllr Steve Curran, Leader of Hounslow Council, has said about these meetings: 

“These events are a great way for us to talk to residents about the local issues that matter to them. We’ve 
had a fair grilling in the past, and my fellow Cabinet Members and I fully expect to face some challenging 
questions, but by coming out to the community, it gives us a first-hand, real feel for what people are 
concerned about.  I hope that we’ll have a good turn-out, and I look forward to seeing as many people as 
possible at these events, which will be held across the borough over the coming year.” 

All residents are welcome, and admission will be on a first-come, first-entry basis. 
Questions will be taken from the floor, but if you wish to submit a question to Cabinet in advance of the 
event, please send it in to communications@hounslow.gov.uk by Monday 18 February. 
See https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/news/article/698/cabinet_question_time_heads_to_brentford and 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evhounslow008.htm. 

As always one is likely to get the most out of such meetings and to be in a position of asking the most 
effective questions if this is done on an informed basis. The basic explanation for the budget proposals can be 
found in the Council Cabinet Papers: 
https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/documents/s148455/2019-
20%20Budget%20Report%20cabinet.pdf  

The appendices to this document can be found here: 

https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=571&MId=10369&Ver=4 

And, as a primer, you can read the summary presented to the Area Forum by Councillor Rajawat: 

https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/documents/s148174/Budget%20Presentation%202019.pdf 

Some members of the OWGRA Committee will be at the meeting on Wednesday and we look forward to 
seeing you there too. 

2. OSTERLEY LIBRARY STORY TIME, Monday 18 February, 3.45-4.30 pm 

There are a few spaces left for local author Zoe Antoniades’s talk to children at Osterley Library this coming 
Monday.  The session is free to attend but as spaces are limited, you need to contact the library to reserve a 
place (see attached flyers). 

3. HEATHROW LAND REFERENCING 
Most, if not all, of you will have received a letter from Heathrow Airport regarding an exercise called "Land 
Referencing" they are conducting as part of the proposed expansion of their operations (the 3rd runway, 
etc.) and will quite likely have been a little puzzled as to what it was about.   

This is quite an informative link on it (albeit from Heathrow) 
https://www.hceb.org.uk/blog/2018/11/14/read-heathrow-respond-to-the-hcebs-questions-on-the-land-
referencing-letters. The key points from this are: 

• the information requested is the legal minimum that Heathrow are required to gather (Q1) 

• it will not be used for marketing/provided to 3rd parties (Q9) 

• if you choose not to respond to this request, that will be that...(Q13). 

For all of us in our area, for the avoidance of doubt we are "...not in an area identified as required for the 
physical expansion of the airport..." but "...may be affected by the construction or operation of the expanded 
airport, for example due to potential changes in noise, traffic or air quality". In other words, the volume and 
pattern of flights over us will change (i.e. increase). 
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As part of gaining approval for their expansion, Heathrow airport is legally required to develop and verify (as 
much as they can) all people with an interest in land and property impacted by this (i.e. in our case all 
homeowners in the area). This process is called Land Referencing and consists (in essence) of: 

• gathering the information from existing records (Land Registry, Public Electoral Roll, etc.) 

• contacting the people mentioned on these to verify the details. 

They've done the first part, and are now sending out those results and asking each of us to do the second part. 
So this is a data collection exercise. You aren't legally required to respond to this. But as Heathrow are legally 
required to demonstrate that they have used all reasonable efforts to validate this data, they will chase you for 
it (phone calls, emails, visits to your house, etc.). It's really an individual decision whether to respond to this or 
not. One point to note, however, is that at the end of the exercise (some of) the information Heathrow have 
about you will be made public. This is because they are legally required under the planning process they will be 
following to publish something called a "Book of Reference". They key points to note about this are (quotes 
from Heathrow documentation - our underlining of key statements by them) 

• "...the Book of Reference is a document required as part of the DCO application which will be submitted 
to the Planning inspectorate in line with the Planning Act 2008 

• "...sets out who we understand has a legal interest in land within the project boundary or in a location 
that may be affected by the proposed expansion of Heathrow... 

• "…we have a legal duty to make the Book of Reference available for inspection by the public... 

• "...the Book of Reference is required by law to include the name and address of the person or company 
which has an interest in the property and the nature of the interest..." 

So if you don't respond, the information in the letter to you will be used; if you do respond, whatever you 
provide will be used. The other point is that if you do respond and provide additional contact details (email 
addresses, phone numbers, etc.) it'll be easier for them to contact you - and whether you feel that is a good 
or bad thing depends on your view about Heathrow expansion... 

4. GILLETTE SOUTH 

The planning application for the old Shell garage site at Gillette Corner is now ‘live’ and we have until early 
March to respond.  The planning documents are on the Council website (ref P/2018/4691). 

Significant progress has been made over the last 2 years when the original plans were for a 14 storey mixed-
use building (flats, offices, self-storage), then reduced to an 11 storey mixed-use building and now down to a 
4-6 self-storage facility with a few offices and no flats.  

OWGRA have played a big role over the last 2 years in getting a more acceptable proposal and we are 
grateful to the developers that while they initially tried to plough ahead and ignore us, they more recently 
started to work with us and have come up with a more acceptable design.  OWGRA are broadly in support of 
this development, as this is probably as good as we can get under the circumstances.   

If you would like to help us analyse and prepare our response please get in touch. 

5. OSTERLEY PARK AND HOUSE – events during next week’s half-term and at Easter 

We have received the following information from Osterley Park & House:  

“Over February half term our cycle hire trailer will be open every day 10am-4pm with hire starting from just 
£3. Also, our free adult cycling lessons continue on Tuesday 12-2pm, parkrun Saturday 9am and Junior 
parkrun Sunday at 9am. 

• Monday 18 February 
o Family Craft Workshop – Coaster Decorating 
o £5 per person, all under 18s must be accompanied by a paying adult 

• Tuesday 19 February 
o Family Craft Workshop – Mug Decorating 
o £5 per person, all under 18s must be accompanied by a paying adult 

• Thursday 21 February 
o Craft Cart – The Osterley Dinner Party 
o Free activities, normal admission applies 

• Friday 22 February 
o Family Gardening Club 
o Free gardening activities, normal admission applies 

• Sunday 31 March 
o Mother’s Day 
o Mums go free in the House and Gardens. Free jam tasting. 



• Saturday 6-Monday 22 April 
o Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt 
o £3 per hunt. Normal admission applies” 

The weather forecast for half-term next week is good, so why not take your children and grandchildren there 
to one or more of the many events they have set up. 

6. FEEDBACK FROM PUBLIC MEETING ON CRIME 

On Tuesday, 12 February, the local Neighbourhood Watch (NW) held a very informative and useful public 
meeting, organised on their behalf by OWGRA, at Sky's offices on Grant Way. Over 90 people attended and 
heard presentations from the London Borough of Hounslow (LBH), the local Police and the Neighbourhood 
Watch, followed by a lengthy Question and Answer (Q&A) session. 

Dwayne Ewart, LBH CCTV Manager, first explained what they are doing regarding CCTV coverage of 
Hounslow. Their cameras are typically some 7 years old, and no longer fit for purpose. They have secured a 
budget to replace all their cameras with up-to-date HD ones, and to centralise all their CCTV surveillance at a 
new 24/7 centre staffed by 18 personnel in Brentford. These cameras are used for Public Safety and Traffic 
Enforcement (with Public Safety being the more important one). Their cameras are principally located on 
public areas (e.g. parks, shopping centres) and council-owned residential accommodation. They also have a 
couple of dozen movable cameras that they move around to crime hotspots across the borough as required. 

Sergeant Massey and PC Scully then explained the police's use of CCTV cameras, with theirs being 
concentrated on major roads. They also work with LBH to access their systems when following up on specific 
incidents. However, their funding for additional cameras is strictly limited. 
So there is a sizable gap in camera coverage between domestic systems covering individual properties, and 
the Police & LBH systems, with residential roads and alleyways (such as those in our area) not covered. Both 
LBH and the Police confirmed that they did not have any funding for cameras for residential roads (such as 
our roads) and that they would definitely support any initiative to install and operate such a camera system.  

Mo Kassem of the local NW then presented the proposal to install and operate a network of CCTV and ANPR 
(Automatic Number Plate Recognition) cameras on residential roads and other (currently un-covered) areas 
such as open spaces and alleyways across our area. Funding for this would come from residents, plus other 
sources as available (companies in the area, lottery, etc.). Information from the system (downloaded footage, 
etc.) would only be provided to the Police following a request from them - no-one else would have access to 
that information. 

A Q&A session then followed, with residents raising a number of questions of the speakers. The summary of 
the meeting was that: 

• there was general support from residents for such a system to address the rising levels of Crime and 
Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) that we are seeing in the area - subject to clear evidence that such 
systems are effective in reducing this 

• residents would be able to decide on a street-by-street basis whether such a system would be 
installed in their street, with any rollout being therefore on a street-by-street basis. The system 
would not be installed in a street if there was any significant opposition expressed from residents in 
that street 

• opportunities for leveraging the LBH infrastructure (their buying power, their CCTV surveillance 
centre, etc.) should be investigated and used where possible 

• any such system should allow for upcoming technology advances, and be as future-proof as possible 
(i.e. don't use technology which will be obsolete in a year or so). 

The meeting thanked Sky for kindly allowing the use of one of their meeting rooms for this event, and for 
providing refreshments before the meeting. 

7. CRIME 

We are sorry to have to report more local crime, of which 2 incidents were serious: 

• Shooting on London Road by Thornbury Park on 9 Feb 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/concrime429.htm  

• Tesco break-in on Sun 10 Feb 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=crime240.htm  

Suspicious behaviour in the middle of the night and early hours has been reported on Wood Lane (north) in 
the last week. 
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We are not always aware of all the crime in our area, so please do keep us informed if we’ve missed 
anything. 

Crime levels were also covered at the last IBAF (Isleworth & Brentford Area Forum) meeting, with the police 
reporting back on the latest stats. Guy Lambert, one of the Brentford Councillors, reported in his weekly blog on 
TW8 "The police gave a really good presentation about crime trends. It was good – and frankly a surprise - to see 
most of the indicators in Brentford and Syon going the right direction compared to a year ago, though Osterley 
appears to be rapidly heading towards being IBAF’s answer to the South Bronx (I jest, but their figures were up, 
against the trend). Our local cops are doing a very decent job despite constant resource cuts, and I salute 
them."  It was indeed worrying to note that whilst crime figures are down in Syon and Brentford, they are up in 
Osterley & Spring Grove ward (OSG), specifically: 

• Overall offences in the last 3 months (Oct-Dec) - down 12.5% in Brentford, down 5% in Syon, up 
13.5% on OSG (an additional 44 offences, half of which were shed burglaries) 

• Burglary - up 35% in OSG over last 12 months (but down 3% across Hounslow as a whole) 

• Car theft also up in OSG. 

The police confirmed that they were focusing on getting this increase under control. In the meantime please 
do follow the guidance on our website to minimise the risk of being the victim of crime 
(https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/). 

8. PETITION TO SAVE HOUNSLOW CAVALRY BARRACKS 

Hounslow Cavalry Barracks is a historic set of buildings dating back to 1793, and is where Florence 
Nightingale was trained.  It’s in a Conservation Area with 14 Grade II listed buildings and 19 locally listed 
buildings.  The MoD plans to sell the site and there are plans for a residential development.  In the petition, 
the residents propose turning the barracks into a military museum, with open spaces which visitors could 
then enjoy.  You can read more about it here and sign the petition if you agree 
https://chiswickherald.co.uk/hounslow-residents-launch-petition-to-save-hounslow-cavalry-barracks-p9510-
95.htm  

We realise many OWGRA members might not even have heard of these historic barracks (I hadn’t, and I’ve 
lived in the borough for almost 40 years!) so it might be worth a trip over there to have a look for yourselves 
(a few of us are planning a cycle ride over there to explore the site). 

9. GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN 

It’s a bit disappointing that no-one has been in touch with us yet about organising another Community Litter 
Pick – I have all the equipment ready for another litter pick in our area and am all set to leap into action!  If 
this early spring weather continues it would be good to get out there soon, so please do let us know if you 
would like to blitz an area near you. 

Meanwhile, Keep Britain Tidy are organising a GB Spring Clean from 22 March to 23 April – see 
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean. 

Hounslow Highways are preparing some plans as we speak to take part in this clean-up and want to involve 
local communities and schools, also their own employees and those of the Council.  More details in a future 
e-newsletter. 

10. OWGRA COMMITTEE 

Many of you don’t know who we are, so for details of the OWGRA Committee look 
here https://owgra.org.uk/committee-members/ 

As you can see from the table on the website a number of important positions on the Committee continue to 
be vacant, which puts extra pressure on other current Committee members to do the work.  The rejuvenated 
OWGRA will have been active for 3 years by the next AGM on 23 May.  As we’ve got more involved so the 
workload has increased and this is not sustainable with our current capacity.  If you are interested in any of 
the positions or can help in any way, then please, please, get in touch. Organising public meetings is time-
consuming and unless we get someone to take a lead on organising these then we will struggle to organise 
more than one or two a year.  We would like to organise some social events for OWGRA members so need 
someone to take a lead on that.  

Kind regards 

Barbara Stryjak 
Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA 
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Zoe Antoniades – Biog and press release for Invincible Voices 

   

Zoe Antoniades was born in West London of Greek Cypriot parents. She graduated from the 

University of Hull with a degree in English and Drama and later trained as a teacher at the 

Institute of Education. Zoe writes collaboratively with young people and has published three 

anthologies of short stories: Invincible Voices - Long Shorts, Medium Shorts and Short Shorts 

which were launched at Waterstones, Chiswick in 2017.  The fourth book in the series, 

Invincible Voices – Winter Shorts, was published in September 2018. Zoe has also written a 

memoir, Tea and Baklavas which won the Winchester Writers’ Festival Memoir Prize; she 

is currently working on developing her own novels for children aged 8-12+. 

  

In Invincible Voices: Short Shorts we meet a colourful collection of characters, including a not-

yet-six-year-old superhero; a demonic dinner lady; a runaway spy-cat; a giant spider on the 

rampage and a busted bank robber. They venture through supernatural science trips, tempestuous 

tsunamis and violent volcanos, as magical quests and secret portals come together with a book 

whose only wish is to tell its tale… 

 

Invincible Voices: Medium Shorts features legendary beasts and mythological monsters: a 

Quadropythonus, a Kraken and a Colosollus to name but a few. Also present are a shipwrecked 

rabble of pirates; a seventeenth-century tennis-playing ghost; a witch whose pungent feet are more 

evil than her spells and a miniscule yet mighty dragon. Bad guys and robbers have super-spies and 

heroes at their heels...  

 

The third book, Invincible Voices: Long Shorts, asks: What’s out there on the other side of Saluna? 

Who can gauge the ghostly goings-on at Sunshine Mansions? Will Jake find the lost gemstone and 

save his village from the destruction of the dim-witted troll? How do an armadillo and an antelope 

defeat a tribe of hunters in the heart of the Amazon Rainforest? And why is Ella Green acting so 

strangely? 

 

In Invincible Voices: Winter Shorts: Meet a snowman in a sulk, a pesky pixie and a group of 

grimsome goblins. Journey through an action-fuelled, time-travelling adventure, featuring funny 

penguins with serious environmental issues. Allow the crystal compass to guide you to the Never-

Melting-Icicle. Trek across snowy mountains with intrepid explorers, bolt down the black slopes 

with skilful skiers then soar across the sky in Santa’s sleigh.  

 

These stories are for children by children; they contain first-hand concepts that children want to read about because 

children have chosen to write them. With a skilled teacher and author, Zoe Antoniades, to guide them, the children 

are inspired to come up with their own ideas, then helped to shape, structure, organise and develop them so that they 

evolve into more professional pieces. The result of such an approach is a unique style, a hybrid product of adult and 

child’s voice. The stories possess the spirit and originality of a child’s creative ideas, but with the polish and flair of 

an experienced writer. As well as being a great read, the stories serve as an excellent model for creative writing that 

will inspire future successful young writers too.   

 

web: www.zoeantoniades.com  

email: zoe@zoeantoniades.com 

twitter: @zoeantoniades 
Little Voices made BIG 

9781788036481 

9781788036498 

9781789014334 

9781788036504 

http://www.zoeantoniades.com/
mailto:zoe@zoeantoniades.com

