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100 JERSEY ROAD SPORTS USE, FITNESS CENTRE AND ASSOCIATED OFFICE USE BY 
BRENTFORD FC 
 
Thank you for the invitation on Monday 1 October to discuss Brentford FC’s proposals for use of 
the sports field at 100 Jersey Road and to tour the current facilities. 
 
OWGRA note that the site, in Metropolitan Open Land (MOL) is currently laid out with 12 football 
pitches and a complex of permanent and temporary buildings together with an associated car park 
in the south-western corner. The western end of the site remains grassland. There is an ‘in’ access 
and a separate ‘out’ vehicular access from Jersey Road.  P/2017/1883 (00647/C/LAW1) consent 
was granted in May 2017 for lawfulness of the existing development for nine prefabricated 
buildings and one storage container for use as ancillary facilities for football training.  We have not 
been able to find records of planning consent for anything else on the site apart from a reference 
00647/C/P10 approval for the erection of two bungalows in 1958.  We also note that the site is 
described as a sports field and is outside the boundaries of the Osterley Park Conservation Area. 
 
In principle OWGRA very much support the use of this MOL site for sports and its maintenance as 
open land.  We would strongly oppose its development for housing or commercial development. 
Therefore, we support the continued presence of Brentford FC on this site. However, to be able to 
fully support the application we would ask that you consider the following: 

1. The whole site should be used for sports purposes. MOL in Osterley is continually 
under pressure, with developers constantly looking for any land that is not being fully 
used. Your proposal should therefore demonstrate that the WHOLE of the site is needed 
(whether for immediate use or for future expansion). In addition, planning permission 
should be conditional on Brentford FC remaining on the whole site and continuing to use 
the whole site without any sub-letting for alternative use.  OWGRA note your statement 
by way of justification for your proposal (via the Carter Jonas document dated 23 August) 
that ‘every facility will be directly related to the outdoor training activity and the need to be 
co-located’ in Jersey Road. 

2. The existing clubhouse. There are no records available on the LB Hounslow planning 
website regarding the clubhouse and it is unlikely to be of architectural merit though local 
people see it as ‘part of the landscape’. 

3. The ancillary building proposed needs to be better designed with or without the re-
tention of the clubhouse. The Arsenal site you showed us in Green Belt had a building 
which was sympathetically designed with gentle curves to fit in with the rural surround-
ings. Your new building just looks like a standard office block. We're not asking for a pas-
tiche of the existing pavilion, but it must be possible to design a building which integrates 
much better with the rural surroundings of the site whilst also generating a feeling of 
pride amongst its users. A 2-storey building which rises to the same height as the existing 
pavilion is acceptable. 

4. The office space element must be very strictly limited and specified as solely for a 
use related to Brentford FC activities – football and general fitness training, medical facili-
ties, technical monitoring etc. We are concerned about any general office space being 
constructed on MOL land without an attachment to sports use. We understand the rea-
son why you are asking for associated office use, and would be prepared to accept it 
provided 
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I. you confirm in writing that there are no plans in the foreseeable future for any addi-
tional space to be taken from the designated MOL i.e. this is it as far as you are 
aware though we note that Football Association rules may change 

II. you accept a condition on the planning application that this will only ever be used by 
Brentford FC players and employees 

III. the office space will not be rented or sublet out to any other company 

5. Any security fencing must respect and retain the ancient hedge, ditch and general 
greenery on the boundary. The Jersey Road boundary is currently shielded by green-
ery and ancient hedging. This should be retained and any new security fencing erected 
on the inside of this 

6. Floodlighting should be excluded and we noted that you have no plans for this. Given 
the location we would ask that a condition be placed on the planning application confirm-
ing that no floodlighting of the pitches will be installed on the site. 

7. Public access and usage should be encouraged. We would like the site to be open for 
public / sports use. We cannot demonstrate at this time the requirement as we have no 
sports demand ourselves. However, we are aware of local schools that do have need for 
additional sports facilities and could put them in contact with you if you agree to us pass-
ing on your contact details. Usage by schools would be acceptable as their usage would 
normally be outside the existing peak road traffic hours and we note what you say about 
the Brentford Sports Trust. 

8. The entrance/exit will need to be redesigned. The existing entrance/exit is on a bend 
on Jersey Road which is heavily used. You will therefore need to carefully design this en-
trance/exit (and potentially include some traffic calming / control at the entrance) to make 
it safe.  I am sure there is advice available from the Traffic and Transport officers at LB 
Hounslow. 

I hope you find these comments useful for your proposals for the Brentford Training ground 
development and OWGRA look forward to further communications. 
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