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REF 00558/4-8/P1 4-8 HARLEQUIN AVENUE TW8 9EW 
OWGRA COMMENT/OBJECTION 
 
The Osterley and Wyke Green Residents Association support the principle of the applicants’ initiative to 
expand their business in Harlequin Avenue. While the site is clearly in the Brentford commercial area, 
Harlequin Avenue is located in Osterley and Spring Grove Ward hence our interest. 

 
OWGRA is concerned that the applicant states in their submission that "….. The site is not considered to 
contribute to the heritage significance of these assets through setting.....The area is considered to have 
……..the potential...for tall buildings..… It contains some designated heritage assets of landmark quality, 
including the Grade II Listed Gillette Building.... The application site ... not ….have any important views been 
identified that include the application site. The height, bulk and mass of the proposed building in 
conjunction with the scale of its elements are considered to be appropriate for the area. " We strongly refute 
all of these statements: 

1. The site is not considered to contribute to the heritage significance of these assets through set-
ting. This is simply not true. This site is right next to the Gillette building, and given its proposed 6-
storey height it will tower over the Grade II Listed Gillette Building when viewed from the Great 
West Road, as it is on the same elevation as it but is 2 storey's higher. 

2. The area is considered to have ……..the potential...…for tall buildings. There is absolutely no basis 
for this. ALL the nearby buildings along the Great West Road respect the 4-storey height of the Gil-
lette building. These include buildings that have been constructed in the last 10 or so years taking 
into account the gradual falling away of the land to the east of the Gillette building, including the 
former GSK office block next to the applicant's site (now being converted into apartments), the 
Skoda garage on the other side of the Great West Road and the BMW/ Mini garage also on the oth-
er side of the Great West Road. In addition, all of the buildings on the old Firestone site, and all of 
the other buildings along this part of the Great West Road adhere to this. If permitted, this building 
would be the tallest building in the surrounding area. There is no basis at all for approving such a 
dominating building as this so close to a Grade II heritage asset. 6-storeys in close proximity to the 
listed Gillette building would harm its setting and therefore not comply with paras 113-132 of the 
NPPF and Local Plan policy CC4. 

3. It contains some designated heritage assets of landmark quality, including the Grade II Listed Gil-
lette Building. ….The application site ... [does] not ….have any important views … identified that in-
clude the application site. The height, bulk and mass of the proposed building in conjunction with 
the scale of its elements are considered to be appropriate for the area. It is simply not the case that 
there are no important views that include the application site. The MAIN viewing direction for the 
Gillette building is from the Great West Road (as this is the main view people have of it.). This build-
ing would tower over it and destroy that view, with an architectural design that is completely dif-
ferent from the Gillette building. We are also bemused as to how the applicant can claim that the 
"...height, bulk and mass of the proposed building are....appropriate for the area..." when there are 
NO buildings in the area taller than 4 storeys. How can it be "appropriate " when it will be 50% tall-
er than any other building in the area? 
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OWGRA asks the Council’s Planning Committee to seek a revision of the design to limit the building to a 
height of no more than 4 storeys. 
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