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NISHKAM NETTING PLANNING APPLICATION P/2018/2805 

OWGRA OBJECTION 

Current Planning Application  

This application is for the erection of 6m high ball stop fence adjacent to the sports pitch 
located immediately to the north east of the school building. 

The netting fence appears to follow an incongruous line veering away from the permitted 
sports pitch boundary towards the properties nos. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 in Crowntree 
Close and takes what appears to be an unnecessary deviation southwards towards and 
around the back gardens of the Close.   

9 Crowntree Close is not listed for some reason by the applicant in their planning statement 
and we assume this is an error as it is also affected. 

Existing Planning Consents 

The plan shown on P/2017/0543 (Nishkam hard and soft landscaping, approved) indicates 
the sports pitch to the north east of the school building.  There is an additional line (in black 
on the plan) showing the boundary of the rectangular sports pitch which follows the line of 
the southern side of the school access road and is 8m off the school boundary fence at its 
closest point to Crowntree Close at the south west and some 20m away from it at its south 
eastern end.  

The recently (2016?) installed SSE service route pipework from Ealing to Hounslow lies 
underneath the southwestern corner of the sports pitch, as shown on the plan attached to 
P/2018/2805. The SSE pipeline enters the Nishkam site from Oaklands Avenue, skirts around 
the school building and exits the site at the pedestrian access in Wood Lane onwards to 
Bridge Road, Hounslow. 
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Objection 1 – Fencing line: 

A straight line for the netting fence following the line of the sports pitch is not proposed, 
rather the netting follows a line crossing 
the underground pipework at an oblique 
angle and bends at right angles around 
the line of houses particularly nos. 6 and 
7 Crowntree Close.  This makes no sense 
as the sports pitch simply carries on in a 
straight line away from Crowntree Close. 

There does not appear to be any visible 
impediment to the netting fence 
continuing in a straight line.  The SSE 
pipeline is understood to be buried 
deeply in the soil such that supports for 
the netting fencing should not damage 
it.  There is nothing in the supporting 
documents submitted for P/2018/2805 

to justify the proposed line of the netting fence. The fencing line should be re-sited to be as 
far away from residents, and as close to the pitch, as possible. The current siting of the fence 
to be as close to residents as possible is not acceptable. 

 

Objection 2 - Community use of the sports pitch: 

P/2018/0298 (approved) allows community use of the sports pitch etc. 6.00pm to 10.30pm 
weekdays during term time and 9.00am to 10.30pm during school holidays, with weekend 
use by special arrangement. 

The applicant’s planning statement for P/2018/2805 indicates that the netting can be stored 
away when not in use.  However, given the consent P/2018/0298 for use of the sports pitch 
every day from 9.00am to 10.30pm either by the school or by community hire, this is unlikely 
to happen. 

The pitch should not be used outside term time and it should be a requirement that the 
fence be removed during these times. 

 

 

 

 

 



3 – Fence design: 

The current view from Crowntree Close is shown below. The 
netting fence is 6m (20ft) high and will overwhelm any existing 
trees and shrubs as well as restrict light to the 2-storey, 8m high 
homes in Crowntree Close some of which are less than 20m 
distant, with No 6 Crowntree Close side boundary being only 4m 
away. Small saplings of ‘native hedge’ already planted on the 
Nishkam side of the boundary fence will only be 3m high in 5 years.  
Netting at 6m height will not be mitigated by this new planting. 

 

 

 

The same view with the proposed fence installed is shown below, with the black shading 
showing the new fence  

 

The netting mesh is composite 75mm x 75mm (3in x 3in) suitable 
for stopping small balls as well as large ones and has a thick, 
dense appearance adding to the sense of enclosure in its 
proposed location so close to and wrapping around residents’ 
homes. 

The fence is too tall, and with a mesh that is too dense. It should 
either be re-designed, or a different approach used to protecting 
residents from wayward balls. 

 

 

 

Conclusion:  

It seems to OWGRA that this application should be rejected due to the harm caused to 
residents’ living conditions by reason of loss of light, sense of enclosure, proximity of the 
netting fence and its dark visual appearance caused by small-sized mesh netting.   

Why fence off residents rather than the sports pitch?  The netting fence should be sited 
closer to the sports pitch or another method of safeguarding ball play should be sought.  It is 
surely not beyond the capabilities of the school provider to do that. 

If the application is approved, conditions should be attached: 



• That the sports pitch is only used during school term time 9.00am to 6.00pm, 

• That the netting be removed outside school term time, 

• That only sports activity using large balls is played on the sports pitch so that only 
larger mesh-sized netting (e.g. 120mm mesh) is used. 

 


