
OWGRA e-newsletter 13 April 2019 
 
Dear OWGRA members 
 
1. RUTH CADBURY’S (our local MP) CRIME MEETING 

This meeting "Neighbourhood summit on serious youth crime" was held on Thursday, 4 April, at West 
Thames College.  Unfortunately, by the time we were made aware of this (2 days before the meeting), 
all the spaces at the meeting had been filled (it was limited to 100 people). We understand a second 
such meeting will be organised and will advise OWGRA members as soon as we have details of this.  

Here is some information about the meeting https://ruthcadbury.org/content/ruth-chairs-listening-
event-violent-crime.  The full recording of the meeting can be found on Ruth's Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/RuthCadburyMP/videos/630433744069223/ (but you need to be 
registered on Facebook to access it, and if/when you do, don’t be put off by the fact the picture is 
turned through 90° - it’s just easiest to listen and not look!). 

Here is a summary of the meeting from Councillor Richard Eason (who attended the meeting with our 
other 2 Ward Councillors, Tony Louki and Unsa Chaudri). 

“The event was held to allow residents to discuss crime in Isleworth, and to give their views on the 
causes, and solutions, whilst also putting questions to the panel on a range of subjects from youth 
crime, to drug dealing, to police numbers. 

Young people, and local parents, expressed concern about the pressures that young people are 
under, and the lack of support that is available to them.  

Many residents spoke of seeing young people smoking and dealing drugs on local streets and in 
parks. Concerned was expressed that youths congregate around some betting shops and fast food 
premises enabling younger individuals to be groomed and recruited into drug related activities. 
Questions were asked about the capacity and effectiveness of local provision for young people at 
risk of or excluded from mainstream schools. 

Several people spoke about the importance of affordable purposeful activities for young people 
outside school, such as sports and uniformed youth groups. 

There was a really strong desire in the room for everyone to get involved, and do as much as possible 
to tackle crime, and bring our community together after the recent tragic events, such as the fatal 
stabbing of a 17-year-old in Union Lane, Isleworth, on Friday, 22nd March. 
Ruth Cadbury promised to keep working in Parliament to raise issues such as police funding and 
youth service cuts, whilst pushing the government to take much bolder action against crime. 
All residents are invited to share their views on the causes and solutions of violent crime by 
completing an online survey at- https://ruthcadbury.org/knifesummit/ 

The meeting concluded with promises to consider all the suggestions raised and have further events 
locally.” 

We are naturally concerned about crime and security where we live, as well as more generally, but it 
is sometimes difficult to know what the real situation is and some reporting naturally tends to be 
alarmist.  Different ways of measuring crime produces different results.  Some suggest that there is an 
increase and some suggest that there is a decrease.  A Welsh research unit has come up with an 
interesting approach which is to measure violent crime by A&E admissions. They found that while 
knife crime is up, general violent crime is down. Information on this and different was of assessing 
violent crime can be found here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-47902292. 

2. OTHER CRIME NEWS 

An arrest has been made following the fatal stabbing in Isleworth on 22 March – see 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=concrime136d.htm  
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At the 4 April meeting Chief Superintendent Paul Martin stated that 3 of the 5 recent incidents in 
Isleworth were linked. 

Self-defence classes – an OWGRA member has suggested that we look into this, which we are doing.  
if anyone has any ideas or suggestions on this then please get in touch. 

3. NEIGHBOURHOOD ENFORCEMENT TEAM (extract from Hounslow Matters, Winter 2018 edition) 

“The new Neighbourhood Enforcement Team launches in the New Year to tackle a wide range of 
problems arising from anti-social behaviour (ASB) on estates, streets, parks and open spaces as well as 
noise and fly-tipping. Working seven days a week and evenings too, uniformed officers will be 
responding to complaints and carrying out patrols to keep our borough safe and clean. 

You can report a problem to the Neighbourhood Enforcement Team by going online at 
www.hounslow.gov.uk/report or by telephoning 020 8583 5555.” 

More information here: 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/news/article/652/new_seven_day_a_week_community_safety_and_
enforcement_service_to_launch_in_early_january  

Let us know of your experiences if you use this service. 

4. TRAVELLERS 

Travellers again broke onto the site of the old Grasshoppers Club on MacFarlane Lane late on Tues 26 
March by using a sledgehammer to smash open the locks on the gates. Due to coordinated action 
between the Council, Site Owners and the Police they were moved on by midday on Thurs 28 March. 

5. ADINI FLATS APPEAL 

The appeal by Adini on the refused planning application for the block of flats has been upheld, which 
means the block of flats can go ahead, but with certain conditions (the applicant/developer would 
have to pay a £400,000 contribution for affordable housing elsewhere as there was no provision for 
affordable housing in the proposed block).   You can read the report by going to 
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/myportal/default.aspx and inputting the reference 3217838. 

[Just a reminder that Adini only lodged an appeal against the decision to refuse planning application 
for the block of flats, they did not appeal the decision against the refusal to grant planning permission 
for the office/warehouse development.] 

The Planning Inspector was not convinced by the Council's arguments (and although we/OWGRA 
submitted robust arguments for the appeal to be dismissed, it is the Council's representation which 
the Inspector would take most notice of). 

What happens now?  Will the 15 flats actually be built?  The applicant stated that the profit from 
selling the land to build the flats would fund the Adini office/warehouse redevelopment.  But Adini 
did not appeal the refusal for the office/warehouse development within the permitted 6 months, so 
they are out of time to appeal now.  We now wait to see what Adini will do next and whether they will 
submit a second application for the commercial development. 

We will of course keep you informed when we hear anything. 

In the meantime, we wait to hear what is happening with the Access Storage/Gillette South planning 
application (we submitted our OWGRA response in mid-March). 

6. OWGRA AGM, SAVE THE DATE, Thursday 23 May 2019 

Please put the date in your diary.  The meeting will be held at Isleworth & Syon School for Boys, starting 
at 6.45 pm, and apart from the OWGRA AGM will include presentations from the new Chief Executive 
of Hounslow Council, Niall Bolger, on his future vision for the borough, and also from the National 
Trust on their plans for Osterley Park. 

7. NISHKAM SCHOOL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SCHEME 
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The Council is interested in feedback on the red route controls around the Nishkam School on Wood 
Lane (north), Jersey Road and Syon Lane and the restricted access into Gower Road/Oaklands Ave 
ahead of a final determination on the scheme.   

Please email us at  info@owgra.org.uk with any comments by 26 April and we will collate the 
comments and forward the to the Council. 

8. HOUNSLOW MATTERS 

It looks like not everyone has received the latest edition of Hounslow Matters (Spring 2019 edition).  
You can pick up a copy from the library or read it online 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/hounslowmatters. 

9. LBH MAYOR’S COMMUNITY AWARDS 

Congratulations to former PCSO Robert Miller and That’s a Wrap’s Saba Hassan for receiving the LBH 
Mayor’s Outstanding Service to the Community Awards at a ceremony at the Council last week (see 
attached photo).  We mentioned the hard work that PCSO Miller did for us in our area in the last e-
newsletter, and we have mentioned the incredibly successful collection and wrapping of 2,000 new 
toys for Christmas for underprivileged children in Hounslow that Saba Hassan initiated and organised 
in time for last Christmas https://thatsawrap.org.uk/  

10. BRENTFORD LIBRARY 

It’s good to hear about plans to make better use of Brentford Library, with 2 adult education 
classrooms built on the ground floor, the library relocated to the first floor and a lift installed. See 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=pllibrary001.htm  

11. FLY-TIPPING 

The latest data from Hounslow Council regarding fly-tipping makes for depressing reading. Between 
Jan 2014 and the end of 2018 (4 years), incidences of fly-tipping have increased from over 500/month 
across the borough to 1,400/month. This has been a steady increase over this period, rather than a 
sudden spike, and it shows no signs of slowing down. Within our area (Osterley & Spring Grove ward), 
just in the last 2 years it has risen from under 50/month in Jan 2017 to close to 90/month by Dec 2018 
(an increase of 80% in 2 years). A lot of this is either unscrupulous builders who do work on your house 
and then just dump the rubbish afterwards, or house-owners who likewise just dump rubbish. 
Hounslow Council are working to reduce this and are prosecuting anyone found dumping rubbish. 
Please note 

• if you give your rubbish to someone to dispose of (either your builder, or someone you pay to take 
it away), and they then fly-tip it, you are still responsible and could be prosecuted by the Council 
if they can trace the rubbish back to you.  So please be very careful if someone offers to take your 
rubbish away and make sure they are properly licensed or it could prove expensive for you. 

• If you dump your household rubbish in street litterbins, or next to them, the Council consider this 
to be no different to fly-tipping. 

If you want to report fly-tipped rubbish, you can via the Council website here 
(https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20114/street_problems/1228/report_dumped_rubbish ). 

If you have sizable items that you want disposed of, the Council provides a collection service on 
payment of a fee. Details are here 

(www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20002/recycling_and_rubbish/30/tidy_town_bulky_waste_collection). 
Or if you want to take the rubbish to Space Waye for disposal then details of this are here 

(https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20017/space_waye_re-use_and_recycling_centre). 

12. CAMPAIGN FOR A LITTER-FREE COUNTRY 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) have advised us of a consultation underway by Central 
Government.  After 10 years of campaigning, the government has agreed to introduce a deposit return 
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system in England – and are consulting on its design right now. What this would mean is LESS litter (as 
people would have a financial incentive to properly dispose of drinks bottles, etc. after they have used 
them) - which we all agree is a very good thing. The bad news is that many vested interests, from 
drinks companies to the packaging and waste industries, are lobbying the government to limit the 
system and make it less effective – just so they can keep putting their profits before solutions. 
While the consultation is open, let’s use this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to show Environment 
Secretary Michael Gove that he has the support for a world-leading deposit return system from as 
many people as possible. Please use the link below to add your voice to reducing the amount of single 
use / throw-away materials and packaging in our lives. 

https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/39933/data/1?locale=en-GB 

13. HOUNSLOW HERITAGE WALKS 

Hounslow Heritage is a local organisation that organises guided local history walks on Sunday 
afternoons every summer in Brentford, Chiswick and Isleworth. In addition, they hold specific walks 
at certain times in other areas such as Bedfont, Feltham, Hanworth, Heston and Hounslow Heath. All 
their walks can also be booked as private guided tours. For more about their local history walks see 
http://www.hounslow-heritage.org.uk/heritagewalks/   

14. HUDSON SQUARE/B&Q 

Yet more tower blocks are being proposed for Brentford. The latest of these consist of plans to 
redevelop the current B&Q site at Chiswick roundabout into a complex of 6 tower blocks, ranging in 
height from 8 storeys up to 16 storeys. This will include a "Hub for Automobile Technology, 
Collaboration and Research", retail units associated with the Automobile Technology theme, a hotel, 
residential units (rental only) in 4 towers and a central square. The proximity of this site to the heavily 
congested Chiswick roundabout and the very busy M4, Great West Road and North Circular Road on 
2 sides of the site represents something of a challenge to the developers regarding pollution levels 
and access (by foot or by car). We have also heard rumours that TfL are concerned that the 
development could cause the Chiswick roundabout to become even more congested. The developer 
held a public exhibition of their plans at the Musical Museum in Brentford on 20/21 March. We will 
be watching for further news on this. 

15. CIL FUNDING 

Any new development that results in a significant increase in the floor area of a property (more than 
100 sq m) incurs a charge, called a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). This is collected by the local 
Council (in our case, Hounslow Council) and goes into a fund. Organisations are then allowed to bid 
for it to use it for improvements to community facilities. Given the pressure on Council funding, this 
can mean that an improvement which the Council cannot afford to fund for the foreseeable future 
can in fact go ahead. Examples of uses that have been made of this fund include the renovation of 
dilapidated gates to a Public Cemetery and improvements to a run-down Public Park. The amount of 
money in this fund runs to some millions of pounds a year within Hounslow Council. 

OWGRA is wondering whether to apply for any such funding for community facility improvement 
within our area and would welcome hearing from residents any ideas as to any such facilities in the 
area that could benefit from such an approach. Funding is by no means guaranteed, as there is a lot 
of competition from across the borough from all areas. In addition, it does require a significant amount 
of time to apply for such funding. That said, we would welcome any ideas from residents (and also 
anyone prepared to help in developing such a submission) - but remember this must be something 
that will benefit the community. 

Kind regards 

Barbara Stryjak & Laurence Hawcroft 

Secretary & Vice-Chairman, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA  
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