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Dear OWGRA members 
 
1. CRIME UPDATE 
We are sorry to see that there have been some worrying incidents of crime in our area recently, 
which are detailed below. The authorities are taking action in response to these incidents (e.g. the 
whole of the Hounslow Council area has just been subject to a Section 60 order for 24 hours, 
finishing Sunday morning, which allowed Police Officers to stop and search anyone without needing 
any reason other than they decide to do so). Other actions being taken by the authorities cannot be 
reported as they relate to current criminal investigations. In addition, there have been some 
successes in the fight against crime (see an example below). Please follow the guidelines on our 
website (https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/) and report anything you see to the 
Police as the more information they have the more likely they are to solve crimes. 
Fatal stabbing in Isleworth near West Middlesex Hospital, Fri 22 March 
This was reported on OWL: 
“A murder investigation has been launched after a teenager was fatally stabbed in Hounslow. 
Police were called at around 2235hrs on Friday, 22 March, to a fight and a seriously injured male at 
flats off Union Lane, Isleworth. 
Officers attended and found a male suffering stab injuries outside a block of flats. They administered 
first aid prior to the arrival of London Ambulance Service. However, the victim – believed to be a 17-
year-old boy - was pronounced dead at the scene a short time later. 
A post-mortem examination and formal identification will be arranged in due course. Officers have 
begun the process of informing next of kin. 
An urgent investigation is underway, led by detectives from the Homicide and Major Crime Command 
supported by colleagues from the West Area Command Unit. 
There has been no arrest at this early stage. 
Any witnesses or anyone with information that may assist police is urged to call 101 quoting CAD 
8396/mar22. To remain anonymous call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 
Young people can contact Fearless, who are part of the Crimestoppers charity. They cannot trace 
your call or I.P address, and they will not ask your name or for any personal details. 
Please visit our Facebook page @HillingdonPolice or use the link below for our twitter to view the 
video https://twitter.com/MPSHounslow/status/1109449032563331072 
If you need to reply regarding this message, click on this email address: 
owl.westarea@met.police.uk.“ 
Stabbing near West Thames College, Fri 15 March 
Here is what was reported on OWL: 
“Police were called by the London Ambulance Service at 15:02hrs on Friday, 15 March to reports of 
an assault in London Road, Isleworth.  
Officers and the LAS attended and found a 17-year-old boy suffering from stab injuries.  
He has been taken to a central London hospital. We await an update on his condition.  
No arrests have been made. Enquiries continue.  
Anyone with information is asked to call police on 101 quoting CAD4445/15MAR or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.” 
Beware - thieves operating in the area 
We received this notification from the General Manager at Tesco Extra Osterley: 
“I would like to make you aware that we have been experiencing a moped with 2 occupants circling 
our car park, and on one occasion a hand bag was snatched from a customer’s trolley. This type of 
incident could clearly happen anywhere, so thought it may be worth bringing it to the attention to 
the local residents. It appears they are looking for easy targets, ie bag in trolleys. etc...” 
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A local resident had a narrow escape when these moped thieves almost snatched her handbag from 
the basket at the front of her bike, but luckily they decided not to get into a tussle and sped off. 
Another lady had a narrow escape on MacFarlane Lane near the Tesco car park when she was 
threatened at knife-point but managed to get away. 
There was a mugging at knife-point in Jersey Gardens, and a bike was stolen from a house on the A4 
and a car was stolen on Braybourne Drive. 
Please be wary and always aware or your surroundings.  Avoid using your mobile phone in public, 
don’t leave bags open showing what valuables there are inside, carry bags so that they are on the 
side of your body away from the road. 
Why it’s important to report every crime to the police 
Another local resident has written to us as follows: 
“You may recall I told you about some thefts from outhouses and cars in the Osterley area about last 
October. Because of residents reporting, one of the culprits was identified and through DNA, caught 
and is currently awaiting sentence under lock and key.  I mentioned that at the time of the break-in, 
there were two culprits and only one was caught.  However, about 3-4 weeks ago I had another 
outhouse theft and the culprit had drunk 2 cans of beer/cider and left the cans in my garden.  I called 
the police and they came within the hour and took DNA from the cans.  It takes about 2 weeks for the 
samples to be tested and they had a direct match from an already known offender. From the way the 
break-in was conducted, we are sure he is the "other" person from the October break-in.  He was 
arrested and is awaiting trial at the Crown Court; I understand that he was already on a suspended 
sentence from other offences and bail was refused. 
Just goes to show how important contacting the police is after these minor offences as they may 
already have other information available.  I thoroughly recommend using the on-line reporting form 
available on the Met Police website as it clearly gets very regularly looked at and acted on.” 
So please don’t assume that police won’t follow up on your reports – they do and it is essential that 
we all report all crimes to the police – see https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/. 
An example of telephone fraud 
Here’s a report from another local resident who was on the ball and avoided getting scammed: 
“I was phoned last week by a man claiming to be Det Sgt Fowler of Met Police;  they were holding a 
man claiming to be my cousin, Eric (same surname) who said he lived at my address and was a full 
time carer for me, giving my incorrect age.   Was it him?   No, I said.   I asked him which Pol Stn he 
was speaking from:  Vauxhall.   They were charging Eric with fraud etc.   Would I check my credit 
cards were with me?   I said I knew they were.   Then he asked me which bank I was with, so I told 
him I would not disclose that fact.   Before I could ask him the phone number he was calling from and 
his warrant number he rang off.   Number was withheld so I couldn't report it to police.   Certainly a 
fraud but sounded plausible at first.  A new tack on this type of fraudulent call.  People might receive 
similar calls.” 
Fond farewell to PCSO Robert Miller (see attached photo) 
Our thanks go to Neighbourhood Watch and OWGRA who organised a card and collection to say 
thank you to PCSO Robert Miller for his commitment and hard work over the last few years during 
his time on the Osterley and Spring Grove Safer Neighbourhood Team and to congratulate him on 
the birth of his daughter.  He is about to start his training at Hendon Police College to become a PC.  
We are very pleased that he has been nominated by local Councillors for the Community Champion 
Award and wish him every success for the future. 
 
2. TIME TO RENEW YOUR OWGRA MEMBERSHIP 
OWGRA membership expires at the end of March, so if you haven’t yet renewed your membership 
it’s time to do so, see https://owgra.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/owgra-membership-form-jan-
2019.pdf  
We hope that you will agree that with all the services we provide (eg e-newsletters to members, 
printed newsletters, comprehensive website, public meetings, all committee meeting minutes on 
our website) membership is a snip at £5 per person per year.  
If you don’t renew by the end of April you will stop receiving the e-newsletters as they are only sent 
to OWGRA members. 
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If you’re not sure if you are a member or not sure if you have already renewed your membership, 
just contact us. 
Please encourage your neighbours and friends to become OWGRA members, otherwise they are 
missing out! 
 
3. BOLDER ACADEMY 
The building of the new Bolder Academy on MacFarlane Lane has been delayed and the new school 
buildings won’t be ready to open until the Summer Term 2021.  Please find attached a letter from 
the Headteacher with further details. 
 
4. LIBRARY CONSULTATION 
A consultation is currently being conducted on proposed new opening hours for Hounslow 
Libraries.   Thankfully Osterley Library is not affected, the opening hours will remain the same. 
Here is the link to the consultation https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/libraries/library-opening-
hours/ and it closes on Wednesday 3 April. 
Please continue to use our lovely Osterley Library.  You can access services like www.ancestry.co.uk 
for free, also Which? (on-line and paper copies) and the library has a large section of travel guide 
books.  If you have neighbours or friends who don’t have access to a computer and need to renew 
their garden waste service or CPZ permit, they can go into the library and ask the staff to help them 
do that, rather than going into the Council offices. 
 
5. WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS WEEK, 1-7 April 
Events are being held around the borough during that week showing what support is available for 
autism.  This includes Osterley Park on Sat 6 April (8.45-10.45 am).  See attached for more 
information on that and other dates and venues. 
 
6. CHILEAN WINE TASTING, Thistleworth Tennis Club, Saturday 6 April, 7.30 pm 
OWGRA members are invited to this fun evening of wine tasting plus a 4-course meal prepared by 
the Thistleworth chefs. 
Six delicious wines for you to enjoy include a welcome drink, 2 white wines, 2 red wines and a 
dessert wine – so best to walk there and back home! 
The price for OWGRA members is £25 a head, the same as for Thistleworth members - AMAZING 
VALUE! 
Not to be missed so book your place now by e-mailing stephanie@thistleworth.net  
 
7. WYCOMBE HOUSE 
If you know of anyone looking to set up some activities or classes locally (eg photography, creative 
writing, book club, cooking, bridge, Pilates, chess, computer skills, fishing, art, languages, dance, self-
defence, etc) then there is a large room at Wycombe House Pavilion which is available for hire at 
very reasonable rates during the daytime on weekdays.  It really is a lovely location and ideal for 
such activities.  For further information contact Kevin Grindrod, Secretary, Wycombe House on 
kevin.grindrod@btinternet.com. 
We are very grateful to Wycombe House for extending its hospitality to OWGRA for its Committee 
meetings. 
 
8. OWGRA COMMUNITY LITTER PICKS 
Our group of volunteer litter pickers has been working hard trying to improve the look of the 
OWGRA area.   
Last Tuesday we went back to Windmill Lane and that is now mostly clear of rubbish.  We didn’t 
quite manage to finish clearing the disgusting state of the M4 underpass but we hope to go back 
soon to complete that job.  See https://owgra.org.uk/2019/03/20/owgra-community-litter-pick-19-
3-19/  
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And this Saturday we did the area around Osterley Station, the footpath from the A4 to Bassett 
Gardens, also Penwerris Avenue, Jersey Road (west) and Jersey Gardens.  There was some 
scrabbling through bushes and undergrowth to get to litter which has been there for years. 
See https://owgra.org.uk/2019/03/24/owgra-community-litter-pick-23-03-2019/. 
Do let us know if you have any suggestions for other areas we could attack and if you would 
like to join our merry team on future litter picks. 
 
9. RECYCLING CLOTHES AND SHOES 
Textile recycling is not well publicised by the Hounslow Recycling team but you can recycle textiles 
and shoes with your usual recycling – see 
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20128/household_recycling_and_waste_collections/1600/clothi
ng_textiles_and_shoe_recycling.  The important thing is for the items to not get wet and so should 
be placed and wrapped well in a waterproof bag; if there is any mildew it can affect other textiles 
and the whole batch then needs to be destroyed. 
 
10. BLOCKED SEWAGE PIPES 
An OWGRA member has written to us about problems of blocked sewage pipes as follows: 
“This week there was a major sewer blockage in Ridgeway Road with sewage coming out the 
manhole in the road. The blockage apparently went all down the road and round the corner. 
Unfortunately as our house was at the point of least resistance we had raw sewage coming into our 
drains and out of our manholes and rainwater drains spreading raw sewage all down the garden. 
This was an unpleasant experience but Thames Water did deal with the situation. 
To resolve the problem it involved four vehicles and nine men. The main sewer was unblocked at 
after 11pm!  
When the clean-up men arrived next day, they did a good job and informed us that the problem had 
largely been caused by people putting baby wet wipes and tissues down their toilets. 
I wondered whether it was worth a comment in your next newsletter to remind people not to dispose 
of wet wipes in this way. It was presumably local residents who put them there in the first 
place.    Fat balls also cause problems in our sewers - another problem.” 
So please don’t put things down the toilet or sink that might cause similar problems in your house or 
street, and specifically do not dispose of wet wipes or any cooking or other fat this way. 
 
11. FOOD FOR THOUGHT EVENT, Saturday 30 March 2019, 11am - 4pm, at Turnham Green, 
Chiswick (388 Chiswick High Rd, Chiswick, W4 5TF) 
Come along to this free event which will include: 

• Food and educational stalls 
• Talks/cooking demonstration from a local chef on food sustainability and recipe ideas 
• Make your own smoothie on a smoothie bike 
• Giveaways - free tote bags, tip cards and stickers for your food caddy 

 
12. PLANS TO REDEVELOP B&Q SITE AT CHISWICK ROUNDABOUT 
Proposals for a major development on the B&Q site at the Chiswick roundabout were shown at an 
exhibition last week at the Musical Museum in Brentford.  For more details see 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=plhudsonsq004.htm  
Meanwhile, the decision on the appeal for the Chiswick Curve is delayed.  Hounslow Planning 
Committee refused the planning application for this 32-storey block and the developer appealed.  A 
decision was expected on 11 March but is still awaited.  See 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=chiswickshard023.htm  
 
Kind regards 
Barbara Stryjak 
Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA 
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