
OWGRA e-newsletter 20 July 2019 

Dear OWGRA Members for the 2019/2020 year 

1. ADINI OFFICE BLOCK REDEVELOPMENT GOES TO APPEAL 

The proposed Adini office block redevelopment falls into two parts 

 A new block of flats at the back of the site facing Northumberland Avenue and 

 A substantial redevelopment of the Locally Listed Adini Office on the Great West Road into a 

glass and concrete modern building. 

The Planning Officers recommended the 2 applications for approval but OWGRA objected on behalf 

of local residents. We spoke against both these applications and the Planning Committee refused 

them both at the Aug 2018 meeting. Adini then appealed the refusal for the block of flats and the 

appeal was upheld by the inspector, despite OWGRA submitting their objections. Adini have now 

submitted an appeal against the decision to refuse the application for the mixed use office building. 

We will be submitting our objection and would encourage residents to also object directly. 

Representations can be made online via https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk . The reference to 

quote is APP/F5540/W/19/3220449 and the deadline for representations in 20th August. 

2. TESCO & HOMEBASE REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE 

As we have previously reported, Berkeley Homes are proposing a massive complex of flats (over 

2,500) on the Tesco site and the Homebase site, with the Homebase store being demolished and 

Tesco moving to this site. We tried to get the Homebase building included in the Local List of 

protected buildings, as it was designed by Nicholas Grimshaw & Partners in 1987 and is a superb 

example of the HighTech style which this architect was famous for, as well as being a true local 

landmark. Unfortunately Hounslow Council rejected this, stating the building was of little 

architectural merit. 

The building has now been placed on the “Top 10 C20 Society Buildings at Risk List 2019” across the 

whole of Britain by the Twentieth Century Society, which seeks to safeguard the heritage of 

architecture and design in Britain from 1914 onwards (see https://c20society.org.uk/news/top-10-

c20-society-buildings-at-risk-list-2019/ ). To protect it, they have applied to Historic England for it to 

be protected as a nationally listed building (in the same way that Osterley Station and the Gillette 

Building are) on the National Heritage List for England.  Historic England is preparing their report on 

this request (case ref. 1464682) and will advise us when the report is complete and issued for 

consultation. At this time they will invite comments from interested parties and the public as to 

whether they feel that the building should be protected as a listed building. We will advise you as 

soon as this happens. 

3. ITEMS FOR DECISION AT PLANNING COMMITTEE ON 1st AUGUST 

The Planning Committee meeting on 1st August at Hounslow House has two items on the agenda 

which impact our area 

https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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 An appeal by the developer of Dudley House in The Grove to allow people who buy flats 

there to be able to park their cars in the Controlled Parking Zone scheme there (when 

planning approval was granted they accepted a condition that all cars of residents in the 

development would only use the off-street parking in the development) and 

 The proposal to develop a block of 9 flats at 172-174 Wood Lane (currently a family house). 

OWGRA will be speaking on both these proposals on behalf of local residents and we would 

encourage any residents concerned about either of these to attend this meeting in support. Details 

on the meeting are here on the Council website 

(https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=595 ). 

4. OSTERLEY LIBRARY AUTHOR TALK FOR CHILDREN 

A local author, Zoe Antoniades, will be holding an author talk (flyer attached) at Osterley Library for 

children and their parents/carers during the summer holidays. The title of the talk is “Invincible 

Voices Creative Writing Workshop - Stories FOR Children BY Children”. 

Zoe will take the children on a journey of story discovery, learning how to plot a tale, and plan a 

brand new story during the session. The details for the workshop are: 

Thursday 29th August 2019, 3.00 – 3.45pm 

Osterley Library, 11 St Mary’s Crescent, Isleworth, TW7 4NB 

020 8583 5566 

The workshop is for children in of ages 6-11. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Tickets are FREE but as places are limited, please contact the library to reserve a space. The Mayor of 

Hounslow will also be attending and donations to the Mayor’s Charities (Hounslow Seniors Trust and 

Our Barn Community) will be welcome. 

5. FESTIVAL FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

There will be a special festival on Saturday 17 August (11am - 4pm) in Brentford Public Square, to 

raise awareness of how we can all improve our environment. There will be a range of local groups 

running stalls at the festival, where you can learn in detail how to get more involved in making our 

Borough cleaner and greener. If you would like to book a stall at the festival please contact Rin 

Roche on 07904 406507 or  email2rin@yahoo.co.uk . 

6. THEATRE PROJECT – WOMEN IN WAR – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Tale Be Told Theatre is running a free theatre project this summer to uncover the hidden stories of 

women in the First World War. They are looking for volunteers, aged 11-18 years, to take part in an 

outdoor performance on 18 August on the steps of Hanworth Park House. There will be a series of 

rehearsals leading up to the performance and all young people across the Borough are encouraged 

to come along and take part. If you are interested in this exciting new project please email: 

terri@talebetold.co.uk or call 07534 202361 

https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=595


Click here for More information 

7. SUMMER CLEAN-UP IN HOUNSLOW 

There were a number of clean up events held earlier this year which were part of the Keep Britain 

Tidy Great British Spring Clean. Hounslow had the highest number of events (53) of all boroughs in 

the capital! Encouraged by this success, London Borough of Hounslow and their partners will be 

coordinating and supporting a further series of clean up events over the summer, in coming weeks. 

If you have some spare time to help clean a space you love this summer, please get involved! 

Hounslow Council events will be announced soon. For more information please contact 

Cleaner.Greener@hounslow.gov.uk 

8. HOUNSLOW COUNCIL CONSULTATIONS UNDERWAY IMPACTING OUR AREA 

Hounslow Council have a number of consultations underway which may impact our area and 

residents. If you are interested in any of these, the contact details to provide your input are as 

follows : 

 Changes to the Community Infrastructure Levy charges for developers, closing on 14th 

August. (More details about the consultation) 

 Proposed Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) for Albury Avenue, closing on 22nd July 

(https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/traffic-and-transport/albury-avenue-detailed-design-

options-consultation/ ) 

 New Housing Strategy for housing provided by Hounslow Council, closing on 1st August 

(https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/housing/housing-strategy-2019-2024/ ) 

 Survey of Allotment Holders about their needs and priorities, closing on 8th September 

(https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/parks/allotment-users-survey/ ) 

 Consultation on the travel assistance provided by the council to young people to attend 

school college, training etc., closing on 13th September 

(https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/early-support/travel-assistance-policy/ ) 

9. BASIC ENGLISH AND IT SKILLS 

Free classes for available to provide attendees with Basic Digital Skills (IT) skills and Basic English 

(ESOL) classes. These are for Adults and are taking place at locations across Ealing. 

The ESOL Classes teach Basic English classes and are part of an ESOL pre-entry level programme 

which focuses on supporting adults with no or low levels of English to not only improve their English 

language skills, but also to better integrate with their local communities. Topics covered during the 

classes include: communicating confidently with professionals: doctors, teachers, local council staff, 

emergency services, everyday life, shopping, using public transport etc. These ESOL classes are due to 

start in early September 2019 in Ealing and also in Hounslow. See attached poster for details on 

eligibility requirements. Individuals interested in the ESOL classes can contact the provider (ACDA) 

directly or can be referred to them to find out when and where the classes are taking place. 
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The IT classes, at a number of locations in Ealing, are essentially Basic IT classes for adults. These 

Digital Skills training sessions are ideal for anyone who is interested in improving their IT skills. and 

want to become more confident with being online. The sessions cover a number of topics  including: 

setting up email accounts to send/ receive messages, searching and applying for jobs, using 

Facebook and social media, accessing health information, online shopping, banking and how to be 

safe online. To join an IT session, individuals can simply drop-in during the times they take place to 

speak with the tutor and register to start straightaway or at another more convenient time. 

Please contact the provider (ACDA) at the contact details given on the attached flyers If you are 

interested in joining any of the above learning programmes (or are a carer or similar of someone 

who is). 

10. ENSURING YOU RECEIVE OWGRA EMAILS 

We have noticed that at times emails from us (e.g. this enewsletter) to some of our members with 

email btinternet.com addresses get rejected. To solve this, it is recommended that you put 

info@owgra.org.uk into your address books which appears to stop their servers rejecting e-mails 

from OWGRA.  In addition it is recommended that if you don’t put info@owgra.org.uk then our e-

mails might go to their Spam folder. 

11. COORDINATE MY CARE (CMC) AWARENESS DAY 

Coordinate My Care (CMC) is an innovative NHS service that records your myCMC care plan and 

helps you to start thinking about advance care planning and preferences for your care. Your 

myCMC  care plan is then  shared, electronically, with all the medical professionals who will be 

involved with  your  care. An awareness day for this service is being held on Thursday, 25th July. 

Further details are in the attached leaflet. The Awareness Day is suitable for individuals, carers and 

families that live and support others with long term health conditions such as Dementia and 

Alzheimer's disease. 

12. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH IN OUR AREA 

We have an active Neighbourhood Watch (NW) in our area that works with our local Police to help 

them both prevent and solve crime in our area. The attached link is to the latest Newsletter from the 

NW about their activities (https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/NHW-

Newsletter-JULY19-online-final.pdf ). Our local NW is always looking for more volunteers to help 

them do more, as their activities are limited by the number of people who are prepared to help. If 

you are thinking whether to volunteer for our local NW, this link provides more information about 

what the NW do (https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/ ) and you can find more information about our 

local NW and contact details here (https://owgra.org.uk/nw-activities-joining/ ). 

13. GUNNERSBURY PARK AND MUSEUM “LATES” EVENTS 

This summer Gunnersbury Park and Museum is hosting its first ever “Lates” events. Several of these 

are planned with the last one being The Hothouse Late on Friday 2 August which celebrates all things 

botanical. Beer tasting, mixology masterclasses, paper flower making workshops and fabulous floral 

makeovers from Face Florals will all pay homage to the natural world. Then as the sun sets, Head 

Gardener Chris Ellis will lead a walk to reveal the exotic, weird and wonderful legacy of 

http://btinternet.com/
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Gunnersbury’s hothouses. Thanks to Ealing Eclectic MusicSpace, some of west London’s finest 

musicians including Azadeh and Michele Stodart (The Magic Numbers) will be providing very special 

acoustic performances. Visitors will be treated to an array of themed activities as well as being able 

to enjoy the recently restored buildings and parkland as the sun goes down. 

Tickets are £10 including a welcome drink. For all Lates advance booking is essential and available via 

www.visitgunnersbury.org . All Lates run from 19.00 – 22.00 and are suitable for age 18+ only. A 

cash bar will be available. 

14. BRENTFORD MUSICAL MUSEUM OPEN DAY 

Brentford Musical Museum will be holding their open day on Saturday, 27th July from 10:30 am to 

16:30 pm. This is the day when they share their collection with the local community. You will find 

out how mechanical musical instruments work and sound and how they fit into the history of sound 

production.  The event will feature mini-tours of the collection, street instruments outside on the 

lawn (weather permitting) and demonstrations of the Mighty Wurlitzer organ in the concert hall.  

The history of the Mighty Wurlitzer, celebrating its 90th Birthday this year, is explored in a new 

exhibition.  Children’s activities include a gallery trail and craft table. Refreshments are available all 

day. Free entry, donations to support the collection welcome. For further details see their website 

(www.musicalmuseum.co.uk ). 

15. SUMMER AT THE LONDON MUSEUM FOR WATER AND STEAM 

From July 20th- September 1st, the London Museum of Water & Steam 

(https://waterandsteam.org.uk/)  will be running a special summer programme. Visitors will be able 

to : 

 Play: paddle in the Museum's paddling pools, get soggy in the splash zone, water plants in 

our garden, investigate with our discovery box, dress up as a Victorian engine driver, ride the 

Railway every Wednesday and weekend. 

 Create: help us craft our very own river Thames, make a boat to float and take home, draw 

with chalk and paint with water in our Courtyard. 

 Explore: find all the boats in the Boats of the World trail, follow the splash cat trail, see giant 

pumping engines, have a go at pumping water on the Museum's interactives, join in with 

Storytelling every weekday at 11am. 

What’s more, kids go free all summer!  

The London Museum of Water & Steam is based in the historic buildings of the former Kew Bridge 

Waterworks. It tells the story of London's water supply, the site, its people and the amazing pumping 

engines that helped to make London the great city it is today. As well as housing the world's largest 

collection of stationary steam pumping engines, the Museum is also home to a narrow-gauge steam 

locomotive and a Waterworks Gallery that traces the development of London’s clean water supply. 

The Museum offers a fun and educational day out for families and steam enthusiasts alike.  

http://www.visitgunnersbury.org/
http://www.musicalmuseum.co.uk/
https://waterandsteam.org.uk/


Admission charges are (Annual pass: adult £12.50; concession £11 child (5-15 years) £5.50). Day 

tickets and family tickets are also available. 10% discount for advance online bookings. 

16. BOLDER SCHOOL GETS GO-AHEAD TO START BUILDING THE NEW SCHOOL 

We have learnt from Heidi Swidenbank, Headteacher, that the Bolder School can now go ahead with 

building their new school. In a letter sent to parents she states “I am delighted to be able to share 

with you the great news that the s106 legal agreement has now been signed by all parties. This 

means that the building project can now proceed - full steam ahead!  

To ensure progress is maximized, I will continue to work very closely (alongside Governors) with the 

Department for Education and, the building contractor, Bowmer and Kirkland, to ensure the project is 

managed effectively. We are still looking at a completion date of Summer 2021.  

Some of you have also been in contact with me about the new Tesco proposal (to develop houses). 

Just to let you know that I have been in touch with the planning authority who have given assurances 

that any proposals would not impact on the Bolder project or its timeline.  

I will of course keep you up to date with any further developments.  

As always please do get in touch if you have any further questions: office@bolderacademy.co.uk “ 

17. SPORTS EVENTS FOR ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES 

The 2000 Club is a local charity that organizes sports events for adults with disabilities. The attached 

flyer gives details of the events they are running this summer (and into the winter) at Osterley Sports 

& Athletics Centre on Wood Lane. 

18. WORKSHOP FOR SENIORS ON HEALTHCARE 

If you are over 65 years old and would like information and advice on better access to health 

services, how to maintain your independence and the range of local health services that can help 

you, there is a free workshop being run on 24th July from 1pm to 3pm at The Pier House, Corney 

Reach Way, Chiswick, W4 2UG. To book your place please call on 020 3603 2438 or email 

info@healthwatchhounslow.co.uk . Tea and coffee will be provided. Friends, family and carers are 

welcome. 

19. TRAFFIC CONGESTION AROUND KEW BRIDGE 

In recent weeks we have heard reports (and in some cases experienced it ourselves) of severe traffic 

congestion around Kew Bridge, resulting in near stationary traffic running from Kew Bridge all the 

way back to Brentford High Street and from Kew Bridge back to the Chiswick Roundabout. This 

appears to be caused by the closure of Hammersmith Bridge, resulting in a substantial increase in 

traffic trying to cross Kew Bridge. Given Hammersmith Bridge will remain closed for up to 3 years for 

fundamental repair work to be carried out, we advise you to avoid this area, and especially during 

any busy periods. See ( http://www.swlondoner.co.uk/hammersmith-bridge-will-remain-closed-for-

up-to-three-years/ ) for more details. 

http://www.swlondoner.co.uk/hammersmith-bridge-will-remain-closed-for-up-to-three-years/
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OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
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