
OWGRA e-newsletter 24 June 2019 

Dear OWGRA Members for the 2019/2020 year 

1. TRAVELLER INCURSIONS 

We continue to have problems with travellers in the area. Some weeks ago they occupied the 

Homebase car park for no more than a day. As reported by a local news site (Brentford TV) "The 

travellers weren't there long. A fleeting visit. But it was sufficient time for them to truck in building 

and other rubbish and dump it on the site...…… then they moved on to pastures new - at Gunnersbury 

and Chiswick - leaving it to the rest of us to clear it up at our expense, as per their standard business 

model". On 6th June they moved onto the site of the Ballymore redevelopment off Brentford High 

Street. There are unconfirmed reports (from the TW8 website) that there were confrontations 

between private security company employees employed by Ballymore and the travellers. An eviction 

notice was served by Ballymore on the group on Saturday but, according to local councillor Guy 

Lambert, members of the group told the police that as they had been drinking in local pubs they 

could not legally drive their vehicles. They moved on the following day. Then on 9th June a group of 

10 or so caravans moved onto Tesco Osterley car park but were moved on quickly that evening.  

In the meantime if someone comes to your door offering to take away some waste for a fee 

 ask we see their Waste Carrier Registration Certificate (as without such a registration they 

are breaking the law) 

 satisfy yourself that they will properly dispose of the waste (because if they fly-tip it / leave 

it on a traveller-occupied site and it is traced back to you, YOU will be prosecuted as you 

remain responsible for its proper disposal even after paying them to take it away). 

 If in any doubt DO NOT accept their offer. 

2. TRAVELLER INJUNCTION 

The TW8 news service reports that Hounslow Council have obtained a temporary injunction from 

the High Court which allows them to remove traveller encampments more promptly. 

The move follows a spate of incursions in the area including at the Ballymore Waterside 

development site, Carville Hall Park and Gunnersbury Park which resulted from displacement from 

Ealing borough which had already obtained a similar injunction. 

The injunction lasts for three months but it is thought the Council will look to extend it. 

Councillor Steve Curran, Leader of Hounslow Council said, “Our parks and public spaces in Hounslow 

are an important priority for our residents as they provide great benefits to our communities. 

However, this can be blighted by illegal incursions (encampments); causing damage to our parks and 

open spaces and disruption and upset to residents and businesses nearby. 

“We aim to proactively deal with illegal incursions when they do occur and in the past eighteen 

months we have dealt with 38 incursions. Illegal incursions use up valuable council resources, 



diverting us from other priorities and places a heavy burden on our partners, particularly the 

Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) who are also overstretched. Clearing up the fly-tipping and other 

associated mess from these incursions costs the council and the MPS tens of thousands of pounds a 

year." 

The Order which covers council-owned land will enable the council and the police to take immediate 

steps to move on or arrest those responsible for illegal incursions. 

The Order will soon be displayed across the borough. If you become aware of an illegal encampment 

in the process of, or having recently been set up in public land, you can contact Hounslow Council on: 

0208 583 5555 or dial 101 to report the matter to the police." 

Signs have now appeared on publicly-owned open land in the area with copies of the injunction. 

Please note, though that such an injunction would not be applicable where such an occupation were 

on privately owned land (sports clubs, retail sites, etc.) - it would only protect parks, state-owned 

schools, etc.  

3. HOUNSLOW OLDER PEOPLE'S FESTIVAL 

This year is the 26th Older People’s Festival and there will be an action-packed July for older people 

in Hounslow. As always the Festival will be an opportunity for older people to get together, enjoy a 

range of activities and events taking place across Hounslow, learn new things and make new friends. 

The workshops this year include Bollywood dance, clay construction, arts and crafts and more. There 

are coach trips to Brighton and the beautiful gardens of Waterperry and Winchester. A leaflet giving 

details of all the events is attached. Unless otherwise stated all events in the attached document 

must be booked through The Musical Museum, 399 High Street, Brentford, TW8 0DU. Telephone: 

020 8560 8108. Tickets on sale from Tuesday 4 June. The Box Office is open Tuesday, Friday, 

Saturday & Sunday 11am to 4pm. Venue addresses and transport information are set out on pages 

14-15 of the attached. Please check accessibility details when booking and inform the box office if 

there are wheelchair users in your group. The coaches for trips do not have wheelchair access. For 

further information visit www.hounslowseniorstrust.org 

4. "CLEAN YOUR DRIVE" SCAM 

We have heard from a couple of members about another scam doing the rounds in our area. A 

couple of workmen in a white van (with Irish number plates) knock on your door offering to jet wash 

your drive. If you say no they offer to do a small part of it for free as a "trial". DO NOT accept their 

offer as if you do, as soon as they start giving you the "trial", several of their colleagues will turn up, 

and will insist that you pay them as "you agreed to them cleaning your drive, allowed them to start 

and must pay for the work they have done". Instead politely but firmly decline their offer and insist 

they leave as you do not want them undertaking any work of any form. Please remember 

 if something seems too good to be true e.g. a "free trial" then it is - do not agree to it 

 if someone comes to the door unsolicited offering to do work either 

o refuse their offer or  

http://www.hounslowseniorstrust.org/


o insist on a written and legally binding quotation and written references, and get 

competitive bids from other suppliers, BEFORE you agree to any work. 

5. ELECTRICITY SUPPLY PROBLEMS 

If you ever have problem with your electricity supply (e.g. a power cut) or see a problem with 

equipment, you can dial 105. This is a free service with allows you to report or get information about 

power cuts in your local area. You can also call 105 if you spot damage to electricity power lines and 

substations that could put you, or someone else, in danger. If there’s a serious immediate risk, you 

should call the emergency services too. 105 is a free service, available to people in England, Scotland 

and Wales. You can call the number from most landlines and mobile phones. 

6. BRENTFORD MUSICAL MUSEUM OPEN DAY 

Brentford Musical Museum is holding an open day on Saturday 27 July - 10.30am-16.30pm. This is 

the day when, each year, they share their collection of musical instruments with the local 

community. They state regarding the day that "You will find out how mechanical musical instruments 

work and sound and how they fit into the history of sound production.  The event will feature mini-

tours of the collection, street instruments outside on the lawn (weather permitting) and 

demonstrations of the Mighty Wurlitzer organ in the concert hall. The history of the Mighty 

Wurlitzer, celebrating its 90th Birthday this year, is explored in a new exhibition.  Children’s activities 

include a gallery trail and craft table. Refreshments available all day. 

Free entry, donations to support the collection welcome" 

On other days the Museum is open on Tuesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays 

from 10:30am to 5pm, last entry is at 4pm. Tours with live demonstrations of self playing 

instruments and the Mighty Wurlitzer take place at 11am, 1pm & 3pm. On these normal days, 

Standard entry: £11.00, Concessions: £9.00, Children (5 to 16): £5.00 and Family ticket (2 adults plus 

up to 3 children) £25.00. There is a 50% off for residents of the London Borough of Hounslow. 

Contact details are 

The Musical Museum 

020 8560 8108 

399 High Street, Brentford, TW8 0DU  

www.musicalmuseum.co.uk 

@MusicalMuseum 

7. OSTERLEY PARK THIS SUMMER 

If you are looking for something to do outside with the summer finally arriving, please consider 

Osterley Park. The National Trust team running it have been working on their summer offer and, as 

you will see, there is a lot going on. This is a link to their website, showing the activities they are 

running: 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house 

http://www.musicalmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/musicalmuseum
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationaltrust.org.uk%2Fosterley-park-and-house&data=02%7C01%7CNeil.Cole%40nationaltrust.org.uk%7Cfe81d1c7e56a4f78268108d6f661e8e7%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C636967297717344928&sdata=vZyW4BT8l4Xa7mVV0B2YVKurkMue9tY2fccg%2BhFtHas%3D&reserved=0


and here’s the link to the family programme page: 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house/features/summer-holidays-at-osterley 

8. HEATHROW CONSULTATION 

Many of you will have received a letter titled "Heathrow Airport Expansion Consultation, June - 

September 2019”, about the next stage in the approval of the Heathrow expansion. We have not yet 

had time to study this and will be doing that in the next few weeks, with the aim being to put up 

some guidance for residents to respond to the consultation. We will not be suggesting how residents 

should respond (i.e. for or against). Rather we will be developing an explanation of what is being 

asked - given that the documents accompanying the consultation are somewhat voluminous. 

9. ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 

At its meeting on 18th June, Hounslow council heard Katherine Dunne's proposal (see attached) to 

join with other local authorities, London's Mayor, and Parliament to declare a "Climate Emergency" 

that requires urgent action. This pledge embodies a commitment for Hounslow to be "zero 

carbon"  by 2030, and involves drawing up an Action Plan by the end of this year, as well as demands 

for extra funding from Central Government to enable the target to be realised. It will be interesting 

to see, as this is developed 

 if they see a relation between this and the expansion of Heathrow and if so just what that 

relation is 

 how they balance their push to build tens of thousands of new homes and create tens of 

thousands of new jobs in the LBH area over the next decade with this 

 How they reconcile the remorseless development on ever more open land and green spaces 

with this 

 What this will mean for Hounslow's recent efforts to improve Air Quality which will, by 

implication, have to step up a gear. 

10. OSTERLEY STATION CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT 

OWGRA members and local residents have had the opportunity of a second presentation on 18 June 

at the Gymkhana Club of the proposed flats to be built on the Osterley Station Car Park. While the 

number of flats has been reduced from 118 to 68 and the overall size of the development has been 

reduced to provide a greater separation from Osterley Station itself, and the height has been 

reduced from 4-9 storeys to 3-6 storeys, there is a fundamental problem remaining of the overall 

mass, so dominant in an area of essentially suburban 2-storey houses. There is nothing else like it in 

the vicinity ( the tallest buildings in the area, in Osterley Court opposite are set back substantially, 

with a large amount of open green space in front of and between them). Further, while the 

developer describes the height as 3-6 storeys, the starting point at ground level appears to be above 

the level of the Great West Road at the front, with a corresponding additional height at the rear 

facing Bassett Gardens and Cranmore Avenue across the railway track at the rear. Effectively, this is 

4-7 storeys high, or 65’ (21m). The majority of the flats proposed as 1-bed is still high at 51 (75%) 

with only 7 (25%) as 2-bed or 3-bed ’family’ homes. It is unclear yet whether the size of individual 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationaltrust.org.uk%2Fosterley-park-and-house%2Ffeatures%2Fsummer-holidays-at-osterley&data=02%7C01%7CNeil.Cole%40nationaltrust.org.uk%7Cfe81d1c7e56a4f78268108d6f661e8e7%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C636967297717354921&sdata=6puq5P4MkoEA8ggUiXnceMD6NF%2F0cRU2CCLm5D7hH08%3D&reserved=0


flats meet the minimum standards as required by the London Plan. While the site has been 

redesigned to allow daylight and sunlight to penetrate into the development itself and a central 

private courtyard for future residents is proposed, very little has been done to contain the harm to 

existing local residents adjacent on GWR and across the railway line in Bassett Gardens and 

Cranmore Avenue who will be deprived of daylight and sunlight by the bulk and height of the 6/7 

storey height of the rear building. The design allows for some separation for future residents from 

the noise and pollution from GWR, but OWGRA are concerned about the potential security risks of 

balconies being so close to the road. 

Changes that we did like were: 

 Osterley station and the obelisk tower can be more easily seen from the Great West Road 

 Contrasting use of materials with yellow and white masonry complementing the station 

building 

 Balconies improved design appearance but needs clarification 

 Improved ramped access 

 Open public realm with tiered seating though unclear whether this will be publicly available 

 Improvement from the previous design that detracted from the fine structure that is 

Osterley Station. 

Aspects of the design that we remain concerned about include: 

 Overall mass of the development and impact on neighbours (see above) 

 Size of the individual flats (see above) 

 Separation of public and private space 

 Number of parking spaces for Osterley Station 

 Removal of the current green ‘wall’ between the car park and the GWR and replacement by 

a few bushes and trees to separate the flats from GWR,  

 Security of flats (especially those on the lowest floor) 

 Flats are described as ‘affordable rent’ but does this include service charges? 

 The view from Bassett Gardens. 

11. NISHKAN “RED ROUTE” SCHEME 

OWGRA will be supporting LBH to put forward the Nishkam “Red Route” School Streets Scheme for a 

Peoples Award at the upcoming Transport Planning Day. The approach used is the first application of 

this approach anywhere in Hounslow (and indeed across London) and LBH consulted extensively 

with local residents, and modified the scheme multiple times to reflect the feedback from local 

residents. 



OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 

www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA 

http://www.owgra.org.uk/

