
OWGRA e-newsletter 19 May 2019 
 
 
Dear OWGRA members 
 
1. OWGRA AGM & PUBLIC MEETING, Thursday 23 May, 6.45 pm, Isleworth & Syon School, 
Ridgeway Road, TW7 5LJ 
We look forward to seeing you this coming Thursday at the OWGRA Public Meeting and AGM. 
The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 
6.45 pm Registration 
7.00 pm The Future Vision for LB Hounslow (Chief Exec: Niall Bolger) 
7.15 pm Q&A 
8.00 pm Refreshment break 
8.20 pm Osterley Park - Current Activities & Future Plans (Visitor Experience Manager: 

Lyndsey Feeney) 
8.35 pm Q&A 
8.45 pm OWGRA AGM 
9.15 pm Close 
To be able to vote at the AGM, you will need to be an OWGRA member, so please bring your 
OWGRA membership card, or come early so that we can check your membership.  
And don’t forget to vote in the European elections before the meeting! 
 
2. OWGRA MEMBERSHIP 
If you haven’t renewed your membership for 2019/20 it’s time to do so.  If you haven’t renewed 
your membership this is the last e-newsletter you will receive. So, to make sure you continue to get 
these very informative and useful e-newsletters, please renew your membership now!  See 
www.owgra.org.uk/how-to-join/.  If you are not sure if you have renewed your membership, then 
just check with us.   
 
3. DEEP CLEANSE & WEEDING SCHEDULES 

Quite a few of our roads are due to be deep cleansed by Hounslow Highways in the next few weeks.  
The schedule can be found here:  

http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1557824331_Website%20version%20Deep
%20Cleanse%20schedule%20-%20Monday%2020%20May%20-
%20Monday%2010%20June%202019.pdf. 

More information on the deep cleanse programme is here http://www.hounslowhighways.org/160-
deep-cleanse.html. 

Hounslow Highways are due to spray weeds in our area during 10-18 July: 
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1557411214_Copy%20of%20PGSD%20Wee
d%20Spraying%20Programme%20by%20Wards%202019%20first%20spray%20as%20of%2009.05.19
.pdf  

More information about treatment of weeds is here  

http://www.hounslowhighways.org/index.php?p=149  

 

4. WARD PANEL MEETING REPORT 

The Osterley & Spring Grove Ward Panel met on 1 May to review recent Police activities and known 
“hot spots” in our area. We were obviously concerned over the recent increase in crime and 
recognised the importance of continuing to work closely with our Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.owgra.org.uk%2Fhow-to-join%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4e7b6e9f2fc949013fff08d5b3d7bc3c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636612661509244031&sdata=yxdq6mK1FvD%2F7HhSedh1FQuwByXKYmg4ME0Iy99umAU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1557824331_Website%20version%20Deep%20Cleanse%20schedule%20-%20Monday%2020%20May%20-%20Monday%2010%20June%202019.pdf
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1557824331_Website%20version%20Deep%20Cleanse%20schedule%20-%20Monday%2020%20May%20-%20Monday%2010%20June%202019.pdf
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1557824331_Website%20version%20Deep%20Cleanse%20schedule%20-%20Monday%2020%20May%20-%20Monday%2010%20June%202019.pdf
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/160-deep-cleanse.html
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/160-deep-cleanse.html
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1557411214_Copy%20of%20PGSD%20Weed%20Spraying%20Programme%20by%20Wards%202019%20first%20spray%20as%20of%2009.05.19.pdf
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1557411214_Copy%20of%20PGSD%20Weed%20Spraying%20Programme%20by%20Wards%202019%20first%20spray%20as%20of%2009.05.19.pdf
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1557411214_Copy%20of%20PGSD%20Weed%20Spraying%20Programme%20by%20Wards%202019%20first%20spray%20as%20of%2009.05.19.pdf
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/index.php?p=149


and Ward Councillors. Residents shared their own information and intelligence regarding local crime 
issues and anti-social behaviour (ASB). The importance of continuing to report all criminal activities 
was again emphasised as this provides an important database, which allows the Police to focus on 
those areas. Without such reports, the Police cannot effectively monitor or target specific hotspots; 
reporting crime results in the best use of limited Police resources.  

Recently it has become known that many ASB activities are from outside our area, when youths are 
away from home and out of parental focus. Examples of Police interviewing the youths to explain 
the error of their ways and warning them of repeat visits has proven very effective. In some cases, 
parents have been contacted and were not aware of what their wards had been up to. Suitable 
restrictions by the parents were subsequently imposed.  

Crime statistics are easily available on the Police web site (see below) and combined with OWL 
messages sent regularly, this helps residents to become more aware of their own environment and 
take suitable precautions. The Ward Panel has recently increased and expanded its representation of 
the area and now includes several important associations and businesses in addition to local 
residents. The Panel meets 4 times a year and works closely with the Police to provide support and 
engagement for local residents. If you are interested in joining the Panel please contact OWGRA.     

Note - If you are not already registered with OWL, this is very easy and well worthwhile, go to      
www.owl.co.uk.   

For more information on crime in our area go to www.police.uk/metropolitan/E05000363/crime/ 

And we are very pleased to welcome our new PCSO, Antonia Somogyi, to the Osterley & Spring 
Grove Safer Neighbourhood Team. 
 
5. CATALYTIC CONVERTERS STOLEN 
We have had a number of recent reports of catalytic converters being stolen in our area, particularly 
from hybrid cars. 
 
6. BIKE THEFT 
In response to the growing spate of bicycle thefts, one of the Dedicated Ward Officers for the 
Whitton area immediately adjacent to our borough has issued the advice reproduced below, which 
is certainly worth noting.  
This information is for all pedal cyclists, who regularly leave their pedal cycles in cycle racks inside or 
outside train stations. 
Here are some of the ways “thieves” will try and steal your bike and hopefully some solutions. 

• Lifting – thieves will lift the bike (and lock) over the top of the post it is locked to. Try to avoid 
this by locking your bike to a “closed structure” that is well secured to the ground. 

• Levering – if it is possible, thieves will insert tools, such as jacks or bars into the gap between the 
bike, lock and stand to lever the lock apart. How to avoid it: always fit your lock so that as much 
of the lock as possible is filled by the stand and bike (and maybe helmet). 

• Striking – if you lock rests upon the ground thieves may use a hammer and cold chisel to split the 
securing chain or lock. How to avoid it: always ensure your lock is fitted so it cannot rest upon 
the ground or other immovable surface. 

• Cutting – thieves are known to use tinsnips, bolt cutters, hacksaws and angle grinders to cut their 
way through locks. How to avoid it: look at www.soldsecure.com for advice to buy the best lock 
you can. 

• Unbolting – thieves know how to undo bolts and quick release mechanisms. If you lock your bike 
by the wheel alone this is likely to be all that will remain when you return. How to avoid it: 
always lock both wheels and the frame of your bike to the stand and remove any quick release 
components such as saddle and wheels. 

• Picking – thieves can insert tools into the locking mechanism and “pick” it open. How to avoid it: 
most good locks are designed to resist “picking”. Check that yours is one of them. 

http://www.owl.co.uk/
http://www.police.uk/metropolitan/E05000363/crime/
http://www.soldsecure.com/


Locking your bike 

• Lock both wheels and the frame to a bike stand or strong immovable object. 

• Lock “tight” so your bike is hard to manoeuvre when parked. 

• Secure your lock so it does not touch the ground 

• Visit http://www.bikeoff.org/ for the latest information. It is always best to use two locks.  

• Go for different types of lock, for example, a strong D-lock and a sturdy chain lock. This means 
that a thief will need different tools to break each lock, making theft less likely.  

Register your bike 
Register your bicycle model, make and frame number. This will help the police to return any 
recovered bikes to the rightful owners. 
 
7. BOX TREE CATERPILLAR 
You might want to be aware that the box tree caterpillar is attacking box trees and especially hedges 
in our area.  For more information on this problem and how to identify it and deal with it see 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=760.  
 
8. OSTERLEY LIONS CLUB CARERS’ TEA PARTY 
Osterley Lions recognise and appreciate the wonderful work carers do in our Hounslow Community. 
This year the members wish to hold an afternoon tea party to say a big “Thank You” to carers for all 
they do. The Lions Club in Osterley are inviting Carers and Patients to a Hounslow Carers Celebration 
on Saturday 15 June, from 2 pm to 5 pm at Indian Gymkhana Club, Thornbury Avenue, Osterley, 
TW7 4NQ. The event is free to all carers and there will be food, music and entertainment.  
Spaces are limited so please contact Osterley Lions to book your ticket. For further information 
please see the attached leaflet. If you know of any carers in your local community, please share this 
invitation with them.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Barbara Stryjak 
Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 
www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA  

http://www.bikeoff.org/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=760
http://www.owgra.org.uk/

