
OWGRA e-newsletter 28.4.19 
 
 
Dear OWGRA members 
 
1. PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING, 2 May 2019, 7.30 pm, GILLETTE SOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

The planning application for the Access Storage development at Gillette Corner is item 6 on the agenda 
for this Thursday’s Planning Committee Meeting – se 

https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=595&MId=10432&Ver=4  

The meeting is at the new Council offices at Hounslow House, 7 Bath Road, Hounslow, TW3 3EB, in 
Meeting Room 6.08-6.09, 6th Floor (the Civic Centre is now closed). 

OWGRA are broadly supportive of this application (down from 14 storeys when presented in autumn 
2016 to the current 3-5 storey proposal).  Many of our comments on this application have been 
addressed and the LBH Planning Officers report can be seen here 

https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/documents/s151005/Former%20Syon%20Gate%20Ser
vice%20Station-Final.pdf 

The meeting is open to the public to observe, so do come along; it also gives you an opportunity to 
see the new Council offices in this interesting modern building, but please note that there is no parking 
at Hounslow House. 

2. MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS PLANNED FOR THE TESCO AND HOMEBASE SITES 
We received the following statement from Tesco on Friday: 

“We are pleased to announce that we have entered into an agreement with Berkeley Homes (St 
Edward) with the intention of moving to a brand new Tesco Extra store to be developed on the 
nearby Homebase site at Gillette Corner.  

Under the plans, our existing Osterley Tesco Extra store will continue to serve customers as normal 
for a number of years, until the new store is built and ready to open. Once we have moved, Berkeley 
Homes will undertake a mixed-use redevelopment of the site.   

These plans will be subject to a full planning application process by St Edward, including consultation 
with the local community, and will take a number of years to develop. We will be sure to keep the 
local community updated on our plans going forward.” 

We understand that a booth will appear in the Tesco car park shortly and will display information on 
these plans. 

We had been aware that there were long term plans to use part of the current Tesco car park for flats 
but this came as a bolt out of the blue and will have major implications for residents in the area.  The 
implications for infrastructure (eg transport, health care provision) will be huge.  We assume that 
school provision will be adequate though.  Presumably Gillette Corner will be redeveloped (a bit like 
the A4/Boston Manor Road junction when GSK was built).  We are very concerned at the traffic 
implications, and will be looking very carefully at traffic projections in the planning applications. We 
have no idea at this stage how many flats/houses are proposed for the Tesco site, and what the parking 
situation will be like.  There will be disruption to residents over a long period of time, as it is 
understood that the project will be carried out over 4 years.  

So we have a myriad of questions, and we will be working very closely with our Councillors, Council 
planners, Tesco and Berkeley Homes.  We will make sure that public meetings are held and that you 
are kept informed. 

This will be a huge project and we will need all the help we can get.  So if you would like to help us 
with this then please let us know. 

3. NISHKAM TRAFFIC 

We have just seen the updated and current Nishkam travel plan figures, disappointingly (and of 
concern) these are well beyond what was given at the time of the planning application, which we now 
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know to have been totally unrealistic. Our forecasts at the time were correct (Nishkam forecasts were 
that less than 20% of children would arrive/leave by car, whereas the figure is 68%, as we’ve just found 
out).  Nishkam traffic will only increase, as there are only 500 pupils at the school and the full 
complement of 1400 pupils will be reached by 2024.  If the Berkeley development goes ahead at the 
current Tesco site, Nishkam will lose that park and stride site.   

 
4. NATIONAL PLANNING AWARDS 2019 

We recently found out, by accident (from an article in a recent edition in the Chiswick Herald spotted 
by an eagle-eyed OWGRA Committee member), that LBH is ‘shortlisted for a prestigious Planning 
Award’ (sic) for the Nishkam/Bolder/Grasshoppers scheme – see 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/news/article/745/hounslow_council_shortlisted_in_prestigious_plan
ning_awards.  Interestingly, we were not informed of this by the Council. 

You can watch the short film which was produced to support this application by clicking on the video 
link on this page  

https://chiswickherald.co.uk/hounslow-council-shortlisted-in-prestigious-planning-awards-p9801-
251.htm  

One of the comments made in this film is “With the sensitivity of the sites it was important that the 
process was really collaborative… that there was adequate consultation, and extensive consultation 
with local community groups.” Anyone who was involved with the KOG (Keep Osterley Green) 
campaign at the time will know that this really was very far from the truth! 

We took the opportunity of putting the questions below to IBAF (Isleworth & Brentford Area Forum)  
last Thursday evening 

(https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=576&MId=10300&Ver=4): 
“a. Given that this scheme was pushed forward in the face of huge opposition from local people (who 
were only informed of the Nishkam School a few weeks before the planning application was submitted, 
while the planning for the school had gone on for years in secret before it was made public), that very 
substantial amounts of public money had to be spent forcing this through against the views of local 
people and relocating a sports club from fit-for-purpose facilities to world-class facilities, and that 
many of the objections raised by local people to show that this scheme was fundamentally flawed have 
proved to be true, how can the Council argue that this is an example of good planning? 
b. How can the Council congratulate itself on a planning award which so clearly ignored the Council's 
own Statement of Community Involvement? That statement and every level of planning guidance 
recommends that local people should be involved in the FORMATIVE stage of planning and design. In 
the case of Nishkam local residents only saw the plans when everything had been finalised. Is this really 
a process about which the Council should be congratulated? 

c. Who nominated the Council for this award or did LBH submit their own application for this award? 
d. Who should we contact to request to see the information that was submitted in support of the 
application for this award? 

e. How much is the entry fee for this award and who has paid it? 

f. What other costs were involved in the application for this award (eg the making of the supporting 
film)? 
g. How many LBH staff will be going to the award ceremony on 4 June and what will the cost of that 
be? 
h. Would the Council accept this award (if they won) considering that the Bolder part of this scheme 
has now stalled?” 

In his response at the IBAF meeting the Council Leader rejected the idea that there had not been 
adequate consultation over the Nishkam planning proposal.  We can only assume that this means that 
he does not believe in the Council's own policy as stated in its Statement of Community Involvement 
which carries a statement by him praising the document. Paragraph 6.7 says that the Council will 
"Encourage applicants of larger schemes to submit to the council (as part of the planning application) 
a participation statement of early engagement setting out how the requirements of the SCI have been 
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satisfied, the representations received and how these have been considered and reflected in the 
application as submitted" 

There was no such "early engagement".  Residents were invited to an exhibition for the development 
only a few weeks before the application was made at which point it was clear that all the plans for the 
school had been fully drawn up ready for submission.  The exhibition was therefore a token 
consultation only and certainly not part of a process of "early engagement" given that the Council had 
been in discussion about the proposed school for years before the application went in.  At the IBAF 
meeting we therefore said that it was impossible to see how a development which ignored the 
Council's own policy on early consultation could reasonably be considered for an award for planning 
excellence unless that policy is simply not regarded as important. 

 

5. COUNCILLOR LOUKI’S PLANNING UPDATE 

Our thanks to Councillor Tony Louki for a comprehensive update on the various planning 
developments in our ward (Osterley & Spring Grove) which can be found on his website 
https://osterleyspringgrove.org/2019/04/14/the-biggest-ward-in-hounslow-borough-planning-
updates/ 

 

6. ACCESSABLE 

www.accessable.co.uk is a very useful website that allows you to check access information for a wide 
range of public buildings, venues, leisure facilities, shops and restaurants.  You can use it to find out 
about steps, door widths, ramps, Blue Badge parking, public transport links, BSL trained staff 
availability, lift access and everything you could wish to know about a building’s toilet situation! All 
good to know when planning a trip or day out with the person you look after. 

You may know the site under its previous name of DisabledGo.  

Hounslow is well-represented on the site and every year the Council has the opportunity to nominate 
new locations to be surveyed by the AccessAble team. 

If there is a building, big or small, that you would like to see surveyed and featured on the site that 
isn’t there already, please email details to careplace@hounslow.org.uk  for it to be considered for 
nomination.  Hounslow House, the new council offices will be surveyed shortly.  

 

7. OSTERLEY LIBRARY EVENTS 

Two items to note: 

a. Free computer classes for adults are being held in Osterley Library every Thursday between 
10.30 am and 2.30 pm (see attached flyer).  This is an opportunity not to be missed, so if you think 
that your computer skills could do with improving then why not go along?  You’ve got nothing to 
lose!  Please also tell your neighbours and friends, especially those who currently don’t have a 
computer, as it’s never too late to learn. 

b. There is an interesting talk at the library about London through the eyes of diarists on Thursday 
9 May at 6.30 pm.  Admission is free but as places are limited, you need to book in advance (see 
attached flyer for details). 

 

8. ROTARY CLUB CHARITY EVENT 

A charity lunch is being held on 12 May at Memories of India, Osterley. The Rotary Club of Hounslow 
will be raising funds to support Rotary Foundation - this is Rotary's own charity and supports multiple 
projects worldwide. The Mayor has kindly agreed to attend the event. The venue will be well known 
to our local residents and we have been assured of an excellent selection of food by Moyez, the 
proprietor.  The venue has limited capacity and early booking is strongly recommended.  See attached 
flyer. 
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9. WARREN FARM DEVELOPMENT 

Work is due to commence within the next few months on new QPR training facility at Warren Farm – 
see http://www.ealingtoday.co.uk/default.asp?section=info&page=eawarrenfarm1904.htm.  Site 
clearance will involve large numbers of truck movements along Windmill Lane/Syon Lane to the A4 
(plus Tentelow Lane to Heston) for 6 weeks.  We understand from the CEO at QPR that the earliest 
start date would be the end of May, but that is by no means certain.  So if you start seeing large trucks 
heading along Syon Land and Windmill Lane you’ll know why. 

 

10. CONGRATULATIONS TO ISLEWORTH & SYON SCHOOL! 

Well done to Isleworth & Syon School for Boys who recently won a debating competition beating 51 
other schools!   

See http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=isleworth028.htm  

 

Kind regardsBarbara Stryjak 

Secretary, OWGRA (Osterley & Wyke Green Residents' Association) 

www.owgra.org.uk  Twitter: @OWGRA  
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