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Now the holiday season is over, it’s back to work for us – so time for the next eNewsletter from all 
of us here at OWGRA. 
 
There continues to be a lot happening in our area, so we have reorganised the eNewsletter into 
several sections to make it easier for you to read. 
 

In this issue 
 

 In Planning (pages 2-3) we have a petition running to list the Homebase building which we 

hope you will sign. And there is further news on more tower blocks… 

 

 Under London Borough of Hounslow (LBH) News (pages 4-6) there are initiatives regarding 

litter, a change to car parking payments, increases in CPZ permit fees, and a new (and easier) 

way to report street issues to the Council. 

 

 In Local News (pages 7-9) there are activities this month in Osterley Bookshop, Osterley Park 

and Osterley Library. In addition, the annual Open House event includes some properties in 

our area this year. 

 

 Under Crime and Local Policing (pages 10-11) we have reports of two types of crime in our 

area (and steps to take to minimise the risk of falling victim to them), an anti-scam workshop, 

and the Osterley & Spring Grove Ward Panel AGM which is open to the public. 

 

 Finally under Other News (pages 11 – 13) we have an update on the Bolder Academy, plus 

news about Osterley Garden Centre and the finances of our local NHS Trust. And last but not 

least, good news about the exam results from our local schools – these days we all need 

some good news ! 

 
We hope you find this eNewsletter informative and welcome any feedback. Feel free to pass it on 
to friends and neighbours. If you’re reading this and are not a member of OWGRA, please consider 
joining – details and membership form can be found on our website. And if you would like to help 
us in running OWGRA then please do contact us – we will always welcome any help, even if you 
can only spare a few hours a month. 
 
Best wishes from the OWGRA Committee 

mailto:info@owgra.org.uk
https://owgra.org.uk/about/
https://owgra.org.uk/contact/
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Planning News 
 
PETITION TO LIST THE HOMEBASE BUILDING 

 OWGRA have organised a petition to get the Homebase building nationally listed. Details on 
this can be found in this article. Listed buildings don’t have to be old buildings; what they 
should be is a striking building which catches peoples’ attention, which the Homebase 
building certainly does. It is a local landmark and can be seen from a mile or more away 
when looking along the Great West Road. It is a striking contrast to the Grade II-listed Gillette 
building opposite. The national society that looks after buildings constructed after 1914 is the 
20th Century Society. They are the experts as to which buildings from this era are worth 
preserving. They have just published a list of the 10 most at risk buildings from this era 
across the UK and the Homebase building is number 6 on this list. 
 
Views may differ as to the architectural merits of the Homebase building, but we would urge 
you to consider the reasons for which it has been recognised to be of merit. And please 
consider also the contribution it makes to the overall appearance of Gillette Corner. We 
believe that it is part of the established character of the corner and that its loss would be 
regretted. The petition can be accessed here. Please sign it as we have to submit in the next 
few days. 

 
MORE TOWER BLOCKS……. 

 The redevelopment of Capital Interchange Way (next to the Great West Road / M4 near the 
Chiswick Roundabout) was approved at the Council Planning Committee. This development 
will see three large tower blocks rising to 16 stories built on this site. Inexorably the whole 
nature of the borough is being changed, despite the views of local residents. 
 
And elsewhere in London, in Ealing, the iconic Hoover building is at risk from another 
proposed development which, if approved, would tower over it. 
 
We will continue to fight to protect the unique character of the Osterley area; if you know 
neighbours who share this concern who are not OWGRA members, please ask them to join 
us. The more members we have, the stronger is our voice on your behalf.  

 
CHISWICK CURVE – THE SAGA CONTINUES 

 We reported in the last eNewsletter what we thought was the final stage in the attempt by a 
developer to get approval for a 32-storey tower on the site of the old NatWest bank at the 
Chiswick roundabout between the B&Q store site and the Great West Road / M4. The 
application was rejected by the Secretary of State, which we thought was the end of the 
matter – but we hadn’t allowed for the persistence of developers. 
We now hear (details here) the developer is taking action in the High Court on the basis that 
the decision by the Secretary of State is “unlawful”. 

 
TESCO/HOMEBASE DEVELOPMENT 

 As readers of our last eNewsletter will have noticed, we were more than a little surprised at 
the scale of the proposals that it would appear Berkeley Homes are working on for their 
development of these two sites. We hope that they will (and urge them to) reconsider and 
instead to proceed with something more in keeping with the nature of the Osterley area. In 
the last few years we have successfully worked with developers to arrive at schemes which 
meet their objectives whilst also being acceptable to Osterley residents. 
 
We remain willing and ready to work with Berkeley Homes on a professional basis of mutual 
trust and respect to reach an agreed scheme for the development of these sites. Given the 
pressures for housing in our area we recognise that some hundreds of new homes will need 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=trading&page=conhomebase002.htm
https://c20society.org.uk/
https://c20society.org.uk/news/top-10-c20-society-buildings-at-risk-list-2019/
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/homebase-building-at-gillette-corner-should-be-listed
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=plciw006.htm
https://www.mylondon.news/news/west-london-news/ealing-hoover-building-perivale-tower-16879288?utm_source=getwestlondon_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=LoveIsland9&utm_campaign=daily_newsletter
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=chiswickshard024.htm
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to be provided on these two sites – but we believe there are ways of doing this which are 
more in keeping with the nature of Osterley and acceptable to residents in the area whilst 
also delivering suitable returns to Berkeley Homes. 
 
We will do our very best to provide you with impartial and accurate information so that 
everyone has the information they need to form their own opinion of the development. Our 
initial reaction, we admit, was one of shock because the scale of the development is, after all, 
a significant step up from what exists in the area. Nevertheless, we intend to provide you with 
clear and impartial information and would welcome feedback if at any point it seems that we 
are not doing that. 

 
DESIGN COMPETITIONS IN OTHER BOROUGHS 

 We were interested to note this story from Richmond Council regarding a proposed 
development in their area. To try and get a development that was high quality, they are 
running a competition between 5 architects, with the best design being allowed to proceed. 
This strikes us as an excellent idea as it forces the architects to stretch themselves to come 
up with the best design and we commend it to Hounslow Council. All developments to date in 
our borough have simply used the architect selected by the developer, and as a result we 
have ended up with far too many nondescript “large rectangular blocks with balconies tacked 
on” developments which do nothing to add to the appeal of the borough. 
 
We note that Hounslow Council have established a “Design Review Panel” whereby 
developers can submit their plans for review by a panel of architects; however this is optional 
and conducted in private. We are not therefore that confident that it will improve the low 
architectural quality shown in many developments to date in the borough. 

  

https://www.mylondon.news/news/west-london-news/twickenham-richmond-riverside-wharf-redevelop-16873615?utm_source=getwestlondon_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=LoveIsland9&utm_campaign=daily_newsletter
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LBH News 
 
#2MINUTE LITTERPICK 

 #2minutelitterpick started as an initiative for people to help to keep beaches clean, and has 
now expanded to keeping areas on land clear of rubbish as well. 
 
Hounslow Council have now launched this in the borough, with litter picking 
boards installed in 24 locations with litter pickers and biodegradable sacks 
available to use. This allows local residents to help to keep parks and local 
open spaces tidy and free from litter 
 
Our own Jersey Gardens has been included, with the board located just 
inside the entrance from St. Marys Crescent. So if you see litter in the park, 
and can spare a few minutes of your time, please use this to collect the 
litter. Given the constraints on council funding (and all the other demands 
on them) even a few minutes of your time can help to make the park a tidier 
and more welcoming place. 

 
GRIME AND PUNISHMENT 

 Grime & Punishment is Hounslow Council’s dedicated campaign for preventing and enforcing 
the illegal dumping of waste and litter in our borough. 
 
We all love clean streets, parks and green spaces and want to live in a clutter-free 
environment that we can all feel proud of. The Council is committed to achieving a clean, 
attractive borough, where people want to visit, enjoy and can call home. This is being realised 
in their Cleaner Greener Hounslow project. 
 
Unfortunately, there are some individuals that persist in dumping litter and waste – and they 
want this to stop. In response their Grime and Punishment initiative provides the platform to 
crack down on those who continue to have no regard for our environment – and the law.  
Fly tipping is the illegal dumping of unwanted items, which ranges from large scale dumping 
by illegal waste carriers, to smaller scale dumping, such as leaving an unwanted carrier bag 
of waste by public bins. This is of concern to residents who see their neighbourhoods 
impacted by the mess of those who choose not to respect our streets and green spaces. 
 
Litter is also an issue in Hounslow like the rest of the UK, and keeping our streets clean of 
litter costs local authorities millions of pounds every year. This money could be better spent 
elsewhere. Grime and Punishment will be appealing to the public via online and social media 
channels. Residents will be able to view CCTV footage showing previously unidentified 
culprits caught in the act of fly tipping and littering. The CCTV content will be updated 
regularly and can be viewed at www.Hounslow.gov.uk/GrimeandPunishment 
If residents have information that can help us to identify any of individuals featured, they can 
contact the Council on: CCTV@hounslow.gov.uk or call us 020 8572 8859. 
The evidence gathered will enable their Enforcement Team to fine and prosecute those 
responsible – making them think twice before fly tipping or littering in Hounslow again. 

 
PAYMENT FOR PARKING IN COUNCIL CAR PARKS 

 The arrangements for paying to park in Council car parks will be changing from 16 December 
2019. From that date, Hounslow Council is to switch its cashless parking service from 
RingGo (Serco) to the mobile parking platform PayByPhone. The council will be running a 
publicity campaign to allow local residents to prepare for this. Further details are here. 

 
 

https://beachclean.net/boards
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwOTA2Ljk4NzUwNjEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwOTA2Ljk4NzUwNjEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzEyODQ4MiZlbWFpbGlkPWxhdXJlbmNlamhhd2Nyb2Z0QGhvdG1haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1sYXVyZW5jZWpoYXdjcm9mdEBob3RtYWlsLmNvbSZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&105&&&http://www.Hounslow.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwOTA2Ljk4NzUwNjEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwOTA2Ljk4NzUwNjEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzEyODQ4MiZlbWFpbGlkPWxhdXJlbmNlamhhd2Nyb2Z0QGhvdG1haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1sYXVyZW5jZWpoYXdjcm9mdEBob3RtYWlsLmNvbSZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&105&&&http://www.Hounslow.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
mailto:CCTV@hounslow.gov.uk?subject=CCTV%20Flytipping%20image
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=conparking008.htm
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CHARGES FOR RESIDENTS PARKING PERMITS INCREASE 

 Higher charges for resident's parking permits in controlled parking zones came into effect on 
4 June. 
 
The charges for the first vehicle will go from the current rate of £67.50 up to £80. 
Charges for a second vehicle will go from the existing £112.50 up to £133. 
Charges for a third or subsequent vehicle will go from £185.60 to £220. 
The charge to replace a missing permit will go from £15 to £20. 
 
The new charges were approved in the budget earlier this year and will bring increased 
revenue for the Council. Hounslow Council says that in a period when car ownership is on the 
increase and the pressures on parking spiralling, it is their role to ensure everyone follows 
parking restrictions and to protect resident permit bays for genuine permit holders. They claim 
they reduce traffic congestion and promote safety for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians by 
issuing parking permits and parking tickets where appropriate and responding to challenges 
made against any PCNs. 
 
According to the Council's 2015 parking report, 9,887 resident's permits were issued and this 
brought in an income of £562,255 not including PCNs issued in controlled parking zones 

 
REPORTING STREET PROBLEMS TO HOUNSLOW COUNCIL JUST GOT EASIER 

  
The system for reporting 
problems on Hounslow’s 
streets has become more 
efficient with the adoption 
of FixMyStreet Pro within 
the Borough. 
 
Many local people had 
been using FixMyStreet to 
report problems but 
previously this had not 
been integrated with the 
Council’s own systems. 

They had adopted an alternative system which was less transparent. Residents can now 
make reports via the Hounslow website or on FixMyStreet.com; either way they’ll display on 
both sites, and will drop directly into the council’s case management system — in this case, 
Confirm. 
 
It’s part of a dual contract with contractors Ringway that operates the highways contract on 
behalf of the London Borough of Hounslow. 
FixMyStreet is primarily for reporting things which are broken, dirty, damaged or dumped, and 
need fixing, cleaning or clearing, such as:  
 
- Abandoned vehicles  

- Dog Fouling  

- Flyposting or graffiti  

- Flytipping or litter  

- Streetcleaning, such as broken glass in a cycle lane  

- Unlit lamposts  

- Potholes. 

The new system was unveiled on 28 August 2019 both in a web and app format. Both 
versions will alert Hounslow Highways who manage and maintain public highways and 
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streets in the borough. It provides a range of benefits to users, including a time saving 
reporting process with options to create user accounts and automatic locating of your position 
on the geographical maps amongst other improvements. 
 
For more information and to see the platform in action, please visit; 
https://fms.hounslowhighways.org/  
 
To download the app, please search ‘FixMyStreet’ on Google Play and Apple App Store. 

 
WORLD CAR FREE DAY IN HOUNSLOW 

 On World Car Free day (22nd September this year) there will be a range of free activities for 
people of all ages and abilities across 20km of traffic-free roads around Tower Bridge, 
London. For details of all the events click Here.  
 
In addition up to 15 streets across Hounslow will be closed to traffic on the day too, as part of 
the council’s Playstreets initiative, so that residents can enjoy their shared space, get to know 
their neighbours better and children can enjoy playing outdoors. To find out about holding 
your own Playstreet see: www.hounslow.gov.uk/playstreets  

 
CULTURE IN HOUNSLOW 

 Hounslow is bidding to be London Borough of Culture 2021.  London Borough of Culture is 
an initiative from the Mayor of London to showcase the best London has to offer. The council 
believe they can put in a successful bid that represents Hounslow and the people in it, but are 
asking for your help to do it.  They have launched a quick survey to understand what culture 
means to you and what you would like to see more of in your borough. Feel free to complete 
the survey and share it with your family, friends and colleagues. 
The deadline for taking part in the survey is 22 September 2019. 
Take part in the survey 

 
CONSULTATIONS UNDERWAY 

 Public Consultations being run by Hounslow Council currently open for feedback from 
residents include the following: 
 
- A proposed Thriving Communities Fund to provide a new way for residents and communi-

ty groups to apply for funding from the council. Closing date 21 Sept. (Details here). 

- The revised Local Plan (and particularly the plan for developments over the next 20 years 

in the Great West Corridor Opportunity Area stretching along the Great West Road from 

Gillette Corner into Chiswick. Closing date 24 Sept. (Details here). 

 
  

https://fms.hounslowhighways.org/
https://www.london.gov.uk/events/2019-09-22/reimagine-your-city-car-free?utm_campaign=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://www.hounslow.gov.uk/playstreets
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwOTAyLjk2OTQ2NjEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwOTAyLjk2OTQ2NjEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzEyNjYwMyZlbWFpbGlkPWluZm9Ab3dncmEub3JnLnVrJnVzZXJpZD1pbmZvQG93Z3JhLm9yZy51ayZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&106&&&https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/hounslow-london-borough-of-culture/your-culture/?utm_campaign=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/communities/the-thriving-communities-fund/
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-plan-regulation-19-consultation/
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Local Events & Things To Do 
 
OSTERLEY BOOKSHOP 

 If you’re someone who loves reading books, why not visit our local bookshop, Osterley 
Bookshop, in Thornbury Village. During September they have a sale on and would be 
delighted to welcome you. Further details are here.  

 
OSTERLEY PARK 

 There is a wide range of events on in Osterley Park over the coming weeks. Details can be 
found on their website here.  

 
FRIENDS OF OSTERLEY PARK 

 If you would like to help out with the running of Osterley Park, why don’t you consider joining 
the Friends of Osterley Park group. A summary of their activities is enclosed below. 
 

Friends of Osterley Park 

Osterley Park and House 

Osterley Park is a unique and historic country estate, hidden in the leafy suburban location of Osterley 
and Wyke Green. The Park and surrounding farm land form a designated Conservation Area, an area 
of natural beauty and biodiversity, and is criss-crossed by numerous rights of way footpaths. The Tudor 
house itself was built for Sir Thomas Gresham, and was transformed in the 1760s into a 
neoclassical mansion by the architect Robert Adam for the banker Robert Child. The House, retaining 
Adam’s original decorations and furniture, passed by marriage to the 5th Earl of Jersey. 

In 1949, the 9th Earl gave the House and the Parkland to the National Trust. These were leased to 
respectively the Victoria and Albert Museum and the Ministry of Works, and opened to the public. 

In 1991, the National Trust took over the direct management of the Property and began an ambitious 
programme of conservation and restoration. In the late 1990s, they were able to acquire the 
surrounding farmland. Visitor information can be found at the National Trust 
website: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park 

Friends of Osterley Park 

In 1991, the Trust initiated the formation of the ‘Friends of Osterley Park’ (FoOP) to build on the strong 
affection which had developed locally for the Property and to provide practical and financial help to 
improve the amenities and visitor experience of the Park and House. 

The FoOP have, since 1991, given over £140,000 for major items such as the purchase of the 
Courtesy Buggy, and for various projects. The FoOP also pays annually for: 

 Maintenance of the Courtesy Buggy which shuttles between the car park and the House 

 Maintenance of self-drive Battery vehicles used by less mobile visitors; 

 Materials for the volunteer gardeners growing flowers for displays in the House 

 Costumes and props for the Volunteer Costume Team 

The FoOP fund specific items at the request of the Property. These have included: the bases for the 
Chinese Parade Jars in the Long Gallery; the materials for the benches for visitors in the House; 
floodlights for demonstrations in the house during Conservation in Action week; room signs; a boat, a 
rotavator, a mulcher, a bat detector and other equipment for the Estate. We equipped the Education 
Centre with tables, chairs, storage units, a projector and a craft cart. 

The FoOP also run a number of events each year, including coffee morning talks, one-day coach trips 
to other National Trust and heritage properties, London visits to properties accessible by public 
transport and an annual summer holiday trip. Surpluses made from such events are used to further 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/adosterleybookshop006.htm
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house/whats-on
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park
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support Osterley House and Park. 

More details of up-coming events, and of the work of FoOP, can be found at the FoOP website: 
http://e-voice.org.uk/friendsofosterleypark 

FoOP management Committee 

The FoOP is managed by a committee of trustees who are appointed at the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of the association. The Committee itself meets at least six times a year to manage and further 
develop the work of the charity. The FoOP are able to claim Gift Aid on subscriptions and donations 
from UK taxpayers. 

I want to join the Friends of Osterley Park 

If you would like to support the work of the association by becoming a 'Friend' of Osterley Park, please 
click the FoOP website navigation menu item: 'Become a Friend of Osterley Park'. Membership 
provides a wide range of benefits including a regular newsletter, access to talks, visits to National Trust 
and other heritage properties, and social events. 

 
LOCAL AUTHORS AT OSTERLEY LIBRARY 

 There will be a Local author's event here at 
Osterley Library on the 14th October. 
 
Both authors wrote at least some of their books 
within Osterley Library:  Amer Anwar actually won 
the CWA debut dagger award for his novel, while 
Khurram 's has also been very well received (& he 
still works for the council). 

 
FILMS AT WATERMANS 

 If you want to see a film but want something different from the latest Hollywood blockbuster, 
then the Watermans Centre in Brentford has an eclectic programme of films detailed here.  

 
BRENTFORD MUSICAL MUSEUM 

 If you are a classic/traditional music fan, then the Brentford Musical Museum has a 
programme of events detailed here, with everything from sessions on their Wurlitzer to 
classic old films. 

 
 
 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans04.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evmusicalmuseum0907.htm
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OPEN HOUSE 21-22 SEPTEMBER 

 Open House is an initiative where, each year, buildings that are not normally open to the 
public open their doors for a weekend to the public. This year more than 800 buildings across 
London are participating over the weekend 21st – 22nd September. Within our area buildings 
include 
 
- The Brentford & Isleworth Quaker Meeting House off London Road 

- Osterley Park House and 

- Spring Grove House in West Thames College. 

 
BEAT THE STREETS 

 Beat The Streets is a national initiative, also running this year in Hounslow, which turns the 
entire borough into a giant game! The 2019 game will run from 18th September to 30th 
October and offers schools, workplaces, community and faith groups the chance to win lots of 
amazing prizes as everyone walks, runs, cycles and scoots around Hounslow. This scheme 
is a fun and exciting way for residents of all ages, to get active and meet new people. Its aim 
is for local community groups to create teams and play the game! 
  
The link below gives further details, and where you can sign up as a team (team registration 
is now open ready for the launch on 18th September). In addition it shows where all the 
beatboxes will be placed, which is where the players will go to tap and collect points for their 
teams, in order for them to win prizes. https://beatthestreet.me/hounslow 

 
  

https://openhouselondon.open-city.org.uk/
https://beatthestreet.me/hounslow
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Crime and Local Policing 
 
THEFTS FROM GARDENS 

 Sadly there has been a marked increase in thefts from back gardens and garden sheds over 
the last few weeks. We have heard of several instances from local residents impacting 
houses on the Great West Road and Bassett Gardens. They follow a similar pattern; the 
miscreant gains access to the rear garden (by climbing over the rear garden wall, via a side 
gate, etc.) and then steals anything he can carry away and sell from either the garden or 
garden sheds. Typically he does multiple neighbouring houses together. People have lost 
things such as bottles of alcohol, garden tools and gloves from garden sheds. To minimise 
the risk of this happening to you please take precautions as shown on our website 
 
 Outbuildings (sheds, garages, etc.) should be secured with a weatherproof padlock. 
 Lock them when not in use and don’t leave keys in shed or garage doors. 
 Don’t leave possessions such as bicycles outside and unsecured in your garden. Either 

store them in a locked outbuilding or secure them to an immovable object with a stout 
chainlock. 

 Do not make it easy to get into your rear garden. If you have a side-gate, make sure it is 
locked. Make sure your rear garden fence is difficult to climb over. 

Also our local Police have sent the following suggestions regarding securing garden sheds. 
 

 

 
DISTRACTION BURGLARY 

 The police have advised us that a distraction burglary took place in the area on Monday 9th 
September 2019 in the morning; the suspects were 2 white males approximately 16-18 and 
40 years old. 
The males knocked on the victim’s door asking if there was any scrap metal they could take. 
One of these males then asked the victim if they could use their toilet and the victim agreed 

https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/
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to let them in to the house so he could 'use the toilet.' 
 
The males then left the home only for the victim to realise a few hours later that their IT 
equipment, bag and cash were missing. The male suspect was the only one who went into 
the house in this time. 
 
The suspects were seen getting into a white flatbed truck before leaving in a direction head-
ing towards Chiswick, sadly there is no further information on them or the vehicle. 
 
Please remain vigilant and be very careful as to who you let into your house. If you don’t 
know them and they have no official id (e.g. a meter reader) then please do not let them in 
your house. Even when they do have official identification, please ensure you accompany 
them at all times. 

 
ONE STEP IN THE FIGHT AGAINST KNIFE CRIME 

 We constantly hear stories about knife crime, but not so often about the successes the police 
are having in their efforts to combat it. This story is one example, where a local man was 
arrested after being found in possession of a knife, prosecuted and has now been jailed. 

 
WORKSHOP ON PROTECTING YOURSELF AGAINST SCAMS 

 Friends Against Scams is an initiative which aims to protect and prevent people from 
becoming victims of scams. Their statistics suggest that 53% of people over 65 have been 
targeted, with the average scam victim losing over £3000.  
  
Friends Against Scams will be running a workshop at Hounslow House on Tuesday 1st of 
October to help people protect themselves and to raise awareness in their community. For 
more details or to book your place please contact Katie Jackson on 0208 583 4054 or email 
katie.jackson@hounslow.gov.uk. Spaces are limited.  
  
Further information about Friends Against Scams can be found on their website 

 
OSTERLEY & SPRING GROVE POLICE WARD PANEL AGM 

 The Osterley & Spring Grove Police Ward Panel will be holding their Annual General Meeting 
which is open to the public on Wednesday 23rd October 2019, from 5pm – 7.30pm, at West 
Thames College. 
Come along to the Ward Panel AGM and meet the Panel members, Councillors, Police and 
hear what they have been doing this year. This is an ideal opportunity to talk to the Panel, ask 
any questions you have concerning crime, trends, OWL (Online Watch Link), preventative 
actions being taken and share any concerns that you may have. The Neighbourhood Watch 
members have also been invited so it will be a good opportunity to meet and network in your 
local area. 
You can book your free ticket via   : https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/osterley-spring-grove-
ward-panel-agm-tickets-70615696449   
 

 
  

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=crime246.htm
mailto:katie.jackson@hounslow.gov.uk
http://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/osterley-spring-grove-ward-panel-agm-tickets-70615696449
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/osterley-spring-grove-ward-panel-agm-tickets-70615696449
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Other News 
 
LOCAL SIXTH FORMERS BUCK NATIONAL TRENDS 

 Local schools appear to have bucked the national trend which saw a decline in A Level grade 
by achieving better results than last year. 
 
Isleworth & Syon’s Sixth Form had excellent results for their post-16 education, with pupils 
heading off to some of the best universities in the country. Gumley High School surpassed its 
results of the last three years with more than half of students achieving A*-B grades. 
 
Across the borough, students in Hounslow achieved a pass rate in their A Level examinations 
of 97%- which is just about on target with the national pass rate of 97.6%. The numbers of 
students taking A level exams in the borough's schools increased from 1,200 last year to 
nearly 1,400 this year. Over 70% of A levels were awarded grades between A* and C. Further 
details can be found here. 

 
BOLDER ACADEMY PLANS PROGRESS 

 Work on the new Bolder Academy School off Syon Lane, on the site of the old Grasshoppers 
Club down McFarlane Lane, continue to progress. The Bolder Academy development has 
been approved by the Council, and during the last few months the project team have met with 
the school and DfE which has resulted in a number of minor design improvements to the 
scheme. 
 
A recent meeting presented the proposed enhancements to which will now be submitted to 

the Council for approval. These are summarised in the enclosed document. A more detailed 
one will be posted on our website. 
 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=isleworth031.htm
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PROJECTED “HUGE DEFICIT” IN LOCAL NHS TRUST 

 The NHS Trust covering Hounslow, the North West London CCG, which includes Ealing, 
Hammersmith & Fulham and Hounslow, was originally anticipating a deficit of £51m in the 
2019/2020 financial year. However just four months into the year, their overspend is now 
expected to be an additional £61m i.e. a total overspend of £112m. A number of reasons for 
this are given in the article referenced here 
 

- Unscheduled emergency department care 
- Increase in demand for hospital care greater than the growth in population 
- Lack of standardization, etc. 

The article includes a number of steps being taken to reduce the size of the deficit – which 
will unfortunately impact anyone using these services. 

 
OSTERLEY GARDEN CENTRE SOLD 

 We have learnt that our local Osterley Garden Centre on Windmill Lane, currently a Wyevale 
Garden Centre, has been sold to British Garden Centres and is expected to be under their 
ownership by early October. Thankfully (unlike in the case of the Syon Park Garden Centre), 
British Garden Centres will continue to trade Osterley as a garden centre.  

 
 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/connhs133.htm

