
1. TESCO/HOMEBASE DEVELOPMENT – DOWNTOWN MANHATTAN COMES TO OSTERLEY 

To date we have been unable to make contact with the developers (Berkeley Homes). We are trying 

to arrange a meeting with them to ensure they are aware of what sorts of developments local 

residents want to see on these sites. However three things have happened to suggest that the 

proposals being worked on by the developer are far, far worse than we have ever imagined. 

First, Tesco’s have applied to LBH to erect a temporary Consultation Booth on their site. This lulled 

us into a false sense of security as it implied consultation, listening and dialogue. 

Second, two documents were then submitted to LBH by the developers which are now out for 21-

day consultation. This will start when LBH write formally to OWGRA. These are what are called 

Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Reports (one for each site). Essentially they define what 

will need to be considered for the sort of development proposed on each site so as to properly 

assess the Environmental Impact on the site. What is interesting is they have to include summary 

details of what the developer wants to build on the site – and that is deeply worrying 

 For the Tesco site, “….Construction of buildings approximately three to 16 storeys high; 

Delivery of up to 1,800 new residential units…….Delivery of up to approximately 20,000 ft2 

(1,900 m2) ……of flexible retail, leisure, community and ancillary residential floorspace…” and 

 For the Homebase site, “….new residential led mixed use development comprising up to 450 

residential units, and up to 8,500 square metres (sqm) gross internal area (GIA) of 

commercial floorspace, which will comprise a Tesco Extra store and some additional flexible 

commercial use... The maximum height of the proposed development would be up to 

71metres (16 storeys)”. 

Thirdly, the following website suddenly appeared (with no notice whatsoever) for the Tesco 

development but has now been blocked from anyone accessing it. However we managed to look at 

it before it was withdrawn. The “artists impression” of the development from it is shown below 

 

This diagram (and the rest of the information on the site) set new standards for providing limited 

and misleading information about the application. What is unsaid, as we mentioned above, is that at 

least half of the plethora of tower blocks on the site will be 16 storeys high. To put that in context, 

https://www.givemyview.com/OP5424


most people would think that the Alfa Laval building just before Brentford on the Great West Road 

was huge; it is only 12 storeys AND is on ground that is substantially lower down (as the Great West 

Road goes downhill from Gillette Corner so the equivalent height here is 8 storeys or less). The GSK 

building in Brentford is 16 storeys; however that is set well back from the road and any nearby 

housing, surrounded by large open areas and is also on substantially lower ground – the equivalent 

of 12 storeys or less here. In contrast this complex of towering skyscrapers will have no open area 

around them, sit at the highest piece of land in Hounslow, and will be right next to existing 2-storey 

housing. They will be visible for miles around. 

Our review of the site before access was closed off also found the following 

 The idea is to blanket the Tesco’s site with Soviet era-style monolithic complexes of towering 

apartment blocks with a token thin corridor of green in the middle (which will form a highly-

effective wind tunnel whenever there is even the slightest breeze). 1689 flats are proposed, 

with matchbox-sized soulless quadrangles that never see the sun between the blocks. Bitter 

experience from many other similar developments across the UK shows that such areas, 

surrounded by towering blocks, end up only being used for smoking and criminal activities 

(ASB, drug-dealing, etc.) 

 Syon Lane will be faced by a wall of flats all along the edge of the site (which is currently the 

Tesco car park / petrol station), far, far taller than the Gillette Building 

 Oaklands Avenue will have a similar high wall of flats separated only by Macfarlane Lane 

 The bigger tower blocks will tower over the Sky campus (one wonders what the reaction to 

that will be from Sky with regard to security and signal interference) 

 They make a risible claim about a “potential future Osterley Park” at the north side of the 

development – without mentioning that the site in question is nothing to do with them and 

is currently occupied by Goals (shown as “playing fields” in the diagram above and therefore 

nothing to do with their development) 

 They also claim that they will be submitting the Planning Application in “Late November”. 

Considering the massive scale and impact of this development on our area, and the 

complete and total absence of any dialogue or consultation of any form yet, we find that 

quite astonishing. Sadly it would appear that the plan to get this approved is to go through 

the motions of a consultation, completely ignore anything that is said by local residents 

during the consultation, submit it as is, and hope LBH nod it through as is (see item 2 below). 

 The developer is stated as being “St. Edward Homes”. This is “….a joint venture company 

owned by the Prudential Assurance Company and Berkeley……the expertise of Berkeley and 

M&G Real Estate, Prudential's fund manager…”. In other words, Prudential fund a 

development, Berkeley Homes build it, both profit from it. 

It would appear that Berkeley Homes is looking to build an Osterley version of Downtown 

Manhattan. This article shows the modest salaries and bonuses paid to Berkeley Homes executives 

and modest profits of the company – all of which may explain the need for them to try and maximise 

their profit on this development by maxing it out with flats. 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/aug/10/berkeley-boss-gets-232m-payout-after-companys-profits-soar-by-42


2. LBH PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING – 1st AUG 2019 – GOOD NEWS FOR DEVELOPERS 

This meeting had two proposals in front of it that impacted our area and which OWGRA spoke 

against. 

The first was the removal of a Planning Condition on the redevelopment of Dudley House into flats. 

Planning Conditions are accepted by the developer, at the time approval for their development is 

given, and form an integral part of the approval. Having accepted the conditions when approval was 

given, and redeveloped Dudley House, the developer then requested that a Planning Condition be 

set aside, allowing residents of the development to park cars in the CPZ in this area. We objected on 

the basis that the developer had accepted this condition when approval was given, and that as 

nothing material had changed in the intervening period, allowing this to be set aside would 

undermine the whole basis of Planning Conditions, turning them from a mandatory requirement to 

be met by the development into an aspiration for the developer. Sadly our argument was not 

accepted by the Planning Committee, who approved the request to cancel the condition by 9-3. 

The second was a proposal to knock down a large house on Wood Lane (North) and build a 3-storey 

flat-roofed block of flats, with a car park in the rear garden. We demonstrated how the proposals 

were not compliant with LBH Planning policies in at least 12 areas, and also that the report produced 

by the council’s planning department to the committee recommending acceptance was seriously 

misleading with errors and omissions throughout. After discussions a move to refuse the Planning 

Application was tied 6-6 (with the chairman voting against). The chairman then used his casting vote 

to reject refusal. A move to approve the application was then also tied 6-6 (with the chairman voting 

to approve). So the chairman again used his casting vote to approve it. 

We were supported in our opposition to both of these applications by our local councillor (and 

Mayor), Tony Louki, who also spoke eloquently against them – sadly to no avail. 

The meeting was recorded by Brentford TV – so at least we have a record of some of the more 

unusual comments from LBH personnel (e.g. “whilst the building we have used as a precedent to 

justify this development is indeed illegal and under enforcement action by LBH, the fact it is there 

means it can be used as a precedent to justify the proposed building”). The committee also approved 

a number of other very controversial developments (e.g. the Ballymore Car Park in Brentford – more 

details here ). 

OWGRA is extremely disappointed with both of these decisions. We will continue to fight on behalf 

of local residents for what is right for our area, but it would appear our views are not shared by LBH, 

who seem to be positioning themselves rather closer to developers and their interests than to those 

of local residents. 

3. CHISWICK CURVE DEVELOPMENT BLOCKED 

The Chiswick Curve development, on the site between the B&Q store and the roundabout at the 

Chiswick roundabout, was a proposal to build a 32-storey glass and steel development that would 

have been visible for miles around. Not only would it have damaged the views from everywhere in 

our area, but it would also, without doubt, have been used as a precedent by developers to propose 

similar (or even taller) developments elsewhere in our area. Thankfully it has been blocked by the 

Secretary of State. Hopefully the developer (and other developers) will now consider more what 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=ballymore037.htm
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=chiswickshard029.htm


local residents want rather than what will maximise their return on investment (are you listening, 

Berkeley Homes, regarding the Tesco Osterley and Homebase sites ?) 

4. HOUNSLOW ROAD MAINTENANCE BACKLOG LOWEST IN LONDON 

It may not seem like it, but this report from the Brentford TW8 website shows that Hounslow has 

the lowest backlog for road maintenance work of all councils in London.  So OWGRA are happy to 

give credit where it is due and thank LBH and their service provider, Hounslow Highways. 

5. OSTERLEY STATION CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT REVISED 

The OWGRA Committee met with the developers regarding their proposals for this site. The revised 

proposals are a marked improvement on the original ones, with the building being significantly 

lower, more in keeping with the Grade II-listed station and less overbearing. However we still have 

concerns in a number of areas (e.g. the visual impact on neighbours and surrounding streets such as 

Bassett Gardens) which we explained to the developers. We understand the Planning Application 

will be submitted during August and hope that our concerns on behalf of local residents will be 

listened to. 

6. THINGS TO DO IN OUR AREA 

Don’t forget these events we mentioned in the last eNewsletter 

 author talk at Osterley Library for children and their parents/carers on 29th August 

 summer at the London Museum of Water and Steam until 1st September. 

Our local Osterley Park has a wide range of activities in the grounds this summer. These include 

 a “50 things” adventure 

 Outdoor Theatre and 

 A wide range of play activities. 

Or just visit for Park and house for all the facilities and things to see there.  

If you love going to the cinema, have you looked at what is on at the Watermans Centre in Brentford 

? They have a wide range of films showing in August. 

Or if you’re interested in local history, Syon Park are running different tours each Wednesday, 

Thursday and Sunday at 2:00 pm.  

Or have you considered Gunnersbury Park and Museum, who have a wide range of events over the 

next few weeks. For book enthusiasts they are hosting the Chiswick Book Festival in mid-September. 

If you’re interested in Arts and Crafts, on Monday, 26th August, from 12:00 midday to 4:00 pm, 

Heston British Legion is holding an Arts & Crafts event with stalls and BBQ at Heston Royal British 

Legion Club, 79, New Heston Road, Heston, TW5 0LG. 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/hounscoun555.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=planning052.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=planning052.htm
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans04.htm
https://www.syonpark.co.uk/whats-on/events/events
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/congunnsprk088.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/chiswickbookfestivalgunns001.htm


Feltham & Whitton Lions Club are holding a Bank Holiday FunDay on Monday, 26th August at Old 

Isleworthians Sports Ground on Wood Lane, Isleworth. Attractions include Live Music, Food Stalls, 

Kids Activities, Bar, Charity Stalls, Dog Display and Shire Horses. Contact eventslions@aol.com for 

more details. 

7. IS YOUR NEIGHBOUR ON NEXTDOOR REALLY YOUR NEIGHBOUR 

We know many residents make use of the Nextdoor website to share information with neighbours 

and get and make recommendations for products and services. Whilst many of these are genuine, 

this article from the USA highlights the need to be careful when using this site (as for any other 

website). Our guidance to you would be along the following lines –“if you don't know the person 

making a recommendation on Nextdoor - think - would you trust a stranger in the street 

recommending a tradesman or company to you...?"  

8. ROAD CLOSURE ON 9th SEPTEMBER 

Wood Lane will be closed between Jersey Road and the Great West Road for 3 days from 9th 

September for electricity work. This road is used quite a lot as a cut-through (e.g. to avoid Syon Lane 

in busy times). In addition it forms part of the H28 bus route and is used for deliveries to Nishkam 

school. So expect some congestion in this area during those days. 

9. SYON LANE STATION – WORK STARTING ON STEP-FREE ACCESS 

We note that work is finally starting on installing step-free access at Syon Lane station. Hopefully 

some authority will finally remove the pile of rubbish that has built up on the slope near the top of 

the stairs of the westbound platform. 

10. SYON PARK GARDEN CENTRE TO CLOSE 

We have just heard that the Wyevale Garden Centre in Syon Park will be closing in the autumn. At 

this time there is no news as to what will replace it, though the Northumberland estate are quoted 

as saying that they will be looking  at options to “…..keep some employment and activity on the 

site…… any future use must benefit both the local area and Syon Park, and ….. focusing on business 

opportunities to complement and improve the existing visitor offer at Syon.” 

11. CLEANER GREENER HOUNSLOW 

Hounslow Council has launched an initiative to make the borough greener and cleaner – but to do 

this they need residents help. They aren’t asking for much - just minutes of your time – and every 

little bit helps. They state 

“Making Hounslow cleaner and greener; a place where our residents enjoy working, living and 

visiting, is a key priority for the council. 

We have some fantastic spaces, communities and neighbourhoods in Hounslow, and like many other 

places, we are experiencing challenges from littering, increases in fly tipping, and a perceived loss of 

civic pride. These behaviours are blighting our environment and we want to change how we tackle 

these challenges so that Hounslow remains a great place. 

https://nextdoor.co.uk/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/nicolenguyen/nextdoor-scams
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=wyevale001.htm
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/CleanerGreenerHounslow?utm_campaign=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


Under the banner of Cleaner Greener Hounslow, we aim to work with our partners; Recycle 360, 

Greenspace 360 and Hounslow Highways, to improve recycling and the street environment across the 

borough and through a deeper understanding of issues, to more effectively target efforts and work 

with residents to reshape services.  

Hounslow has a proactive, passionate and enthusiastic community that is very committed to the 

borough which has recently been demonstrated through the ongoing efforts of our many community 

groups and volunteers.” 

Details of how you can help are given on the Community in Action area of their website.  

12. LONDON BECOMES WORLD’S FIRST NATIONAL PARK CITY 

The attached article details the tireless efforts over the last 6 years by an Ealing resident to make 

London the world’s first National Park city. Hopefully this will be another small step forward in 

protecting all our green and open spaces in our area. It is noticeable on the maps developed as part 

of this initiative that our area (as we all know and value) is one of the richest in London in terms of 

green and open spaces. We hope that LBH will respect, encourage and support this as they push 

forward with the development of tens of thousands of new houses and jobs under the local plans 

now out for consultation (see LBH Consultations item in this eNewsletter).  

13. OWGRA COMMUNITY LITTER PICKS 

We’ve restarted litter picking with our loyal team of volunteers in our area; you can read about last 

Saturday’s session here https://owgra.org.uk/2019/08/12/owgra-community-litter-pick-10-08-

2019/. 

Another community litter pick is planned for w/c 19 August, so if you want to join in then please 

contact Barbara on 07767 826197 or e-mail her on bestryjak@gmail.com (we have an OWGRA Litter 

Pickers WhatsApp group).   

Please let Barbara know if you think there are any particular areas that you think could do with a 

litter pick. 

Our volunteers say that litter picks provide a good work out and are quite therapeutic; they also give 

you an opportunity to meet like-minded people in the community, so it’s becoming a bit of a social 

event, especially when we can relax over some refreshments afterwards. 

There are quite a few local residents who already regularly litter pick around their areas and we are 

very grateful to them for caring for their environment and for their hard work and dedication to 

trying to keep our streets clear of rubbish.   

If you go walking in your area (eg with your dog) then why not think about doing some litter picking 

at the same time?  We can provide you with litter pickers (contact Barbara). 

14. PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT AND RESPONDING TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Under new rules introduced a few years ago, anyone planning a development on their property does 

not need planning permission if it meets certain standards regarding size / nature. If not, they 

require planning permission from the council. In all cases, the council will consult with the 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20002/recycling_and_rubbish/2000/community_in_action
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/hfparkcity001.htm
http://www.nationalparkcity.london/map
https://owgra.org.uk/2019/08/12/owgra-community-litter-pick-10-08-2019/
https://owgra.org.uk/2019/08/12/owgra-community-litter-pick-10-08-2019/


neighbours to the proposed development. Please note that, if you receive a letter from the council 

advising you of a proposed development near to you, you have 21 days from the date of the letter to 

submit your views. If you do not respond inside this time limit, then the development will be 

approved without your views being considered, and you will have no right of recourse. Further 

guidance is available on the OWGRA website under Planning. 

15. RESTORING BOSTON MANOR HOUSE 

In 2017 London Borough of Hounslow was awarded funding by the National Lottery Heritage Fund to 

restore Boston Manor House, a beautiful Grade I listed Jacobean building situated in Boston Manor 

Park. The project will restore Boston Manor House, opening it to the public and creating new spaces 

for the arts and creative industries. LBH have launched an online survey to get feedback from local 

creative businesses to ensure the new spaces meet the needs of the local community. The survey is 

open until 30 August 2019 - Take the survey 

For more information please contact: Gurdeep.Grewal@hounslow.gov.uk or 

David.Stockdale@hounslow.gov.uk . 

16. HOUNSLOW COUNCIL CONSULTATIONS UNDERWAY IMPACTING OUR AREA 

Hounslow Council have a number of consultations underway which may impact our area and 

residents. If you are interested in any of these, the contact details to provide your input are as 

follows : 

 Survey of Allotment Holders about their needs and priorities, closing on 8th September 

 Consultation on the travel assistance provided by the council to young people to attend 

school college, training etc., closing on 13th September 

 Great West Corridor Local Plan (GWC LP) for the (very substantial) development that LBH are 

proposing to occur along the Great West Road from the Gillette Corner all the way towards 

Chiswick), which started on 29th July and will last for at least 8 weeks 

  A review of all of the polling districts, polling places and polling stations in the borough to 

ensure they meet the needs of all voters, ending on Friday, 30th August. 

Of these, the one which will have by far the most impact is the GWC LP and OWGRA are working 

through the (hundreds of pages) that make up this plan now. If you are interested in learning more 

about what the GWC LP consists of, LBH are holding a drop-in session at the Holiday Inn, Brentford 

Lock, Commerce Rd, London TW8 8GA, from 3pm to 7:30pm on Wednesday, 11th September.  

In addition the consultation on the Heathrow Airport expansion is running until September 13th 

2019. Further information on this, briefing events being held in the area, and how to respond, can be 

found here (https://aec.heathrowconsultation.com/ ). The article referenced here identifies some of 

the lesser-known implications of the development.  

17. PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST ONLINE SCAMS 

https://owgra.org.uk/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAxLjg2NzgxMTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAxLjg2NzgxMTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzExNzcxNSZlbWFpbGlkPWluZm9Ab3dncmEub3JnLnVrJnVzZXJpZD1pbmZvQG93Z3JhLm9yZy51ayZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&105&&&https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/heritage-and-arts/maker-spaces-in-boston-manor/?utm_campaign=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/parks/allotment-users-survey/
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/early-support/travel-assistance-policy/
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-plan-regulation-19-consultation/
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/electoral-services/polling-district-and-polling-place-review/
https://aec.heathrowconsultation.com/
https://www.mylondon.news/news/west-london-news/heathrow-airport-flights-runway-expansion-16743690?utm_source=getwestlondon_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=LoveIsland7&utm_campaign=daily_newsletter


Sadly these days it seems like the newspapers have an article about someone falling victim to online 

/ telephone scams almost every day. Our Local Neighbourhood Watch have advised us of a useful 

initiative between the Neighbourhood Watch organization and the Friends Against Scams group to 

promote a free 20 minute online training session that can help members of the public to spot scams. 

Friends Against Scams is an initiative that aims to change the perception of scams and raise 

awareness of the financial and emotional impact of fraud and scams. Jayne Pascoe, Head of 

Partnerships and Projects at the Neighbourhood Watch Network, said “Scams are not low-level 

crimes. They are often organised by serious, predatory criminals and have the potential to destroy 

lives.” 

Please take 20 minutes of your time to go through this material. In addition there is a survey being 

run by the Neighbourhood Watch, accessible here, to assess the scale of the impact of cybercrime. 

18. CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFTS FROM CARS 

OWGRA meets regularly with our local Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Police as members of the 

local Ward Panel. At the most recent meeting the SNT advised us of a spate of thefts of catalytic 

converters from vehicles locally. The criminals use specialist tools to get under the cars and remove 

the convertors in a few minutes, leaving the owners with bills in the many hundreds of pounds plus 

the inconvenience of getting their car repaired. The SNT believe they may have disrupted (and 

hopefully stopped) the operations of the gang. But in case they reappear they recommend that to 

stop this happening to your car you simply reverse park against a barrier (e.g. your garage door / 

house wall if parking on your drive) as the gang access the cat convertor by getting under the car 

from the rear. 

19. IF YOU DON’T REPORT IT THE POLICE WON’T KNOW ABOUT IT 

The SNT at this meeting also re-emphasized the importance of reporting anything suspicious that 

you see to the Police. We, the local residents, are the Police’s eyes and ears these days as to what is 

happening in the area. Details of how you can report anything you see that is suspicious are given on 

our website here. The SNT emphasized again – don’t worry that you might be wasting their time by 

reporting something – they would rather they get too many reports than not enough. 

20. NEWSLETTER FROM OUR LOCAL POLICE 

Attached is a Newsletter from our local Police Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT). It includes valuable 

information about protecting yourself and your property from crime, activities undertaken to 

minimise crime and the need (see item 18 above) to report anything you see. 

21. WORLD CAR FREE DAY 

Sunday 22 September is World Car Free Day. To celebrate this, LBH are inviting groups of local 

residents to apply to turn their street into a Play Street for the day. If you and your neighbours are 

interested in this, you can contact the LBH Traffic team at traffic@hounslow.gov.uk  for more details 

/ to apply. 

 

https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/elearning/NeighbourhoodWatch
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/nw_cybercrime
https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/playstreet


 
 

 

 



 


