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It’s been a few weeks since our last eNewsletter, as we’ve all been busy on other things – and the 
time just shot by. So apologies for the gap. There continue to be a number of things happening in 
our area which have the potential to impact us and we’ve tried to cover them all in this issue. And 
the of presence Christmas events almost everywhere has reminded us that we need to start our 
own preparations. 
 

In this issue 
 

 In Planning (pages 2-3), as well as yet more tower blocks of flats being approved, we in-
clude details of the consultation now being run by the developer for the Tesco and Home-
base developments, and the news that the Homebase building will not be listed. Also there 
is the worrying news that the Royal Mail Brentford Sorting and Parcel office is to close in a 
couple of years. 
 

 Under London Borough of Hounslow (LBH) News (pages 4 and 5) there’s news of some 
fees for LBH services being increased, and that there has been a rise in Parking Charge 
Notices (PCNs) issued by them this year. We also give details of when leaf falls will be 
cleared from your street, and consultations being run by LBH 

 

 In Local News (pages 6-8) we cover the publication of the Isleworth 390 book, and events 
at Osterley Park, Osterley Library, The Watermans Centre in Brentford, Brentford Musical 
Museum, Syon Park, Johnson’s Island in Brentford, and our local Scout’s Bazaar. Many of 
these locations are also running special Christmas events. 

 

 Under Crime and Local Policing (page 9 and 10) we include the latest Newsletter from our 
local Police Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT), information on recent crimes (and attempt-
ed crimes) and how to minimise the risk of being a victim yourself, some recent successes 
by the police, and news from our local Neighbourhood Watch. 

 

 Finally under Other News (pages 10 – 12) items include updates on local garden centres, 
the Mayor of London giving away trees, Mark Wahlberg working at the Gillette Building, 
plus information about local resources. 

 
We hope you find this eNewsletter informative and welcome any feedback – and especially any 
items you think we should include in future eNewsletters.. Feel free to pass it on to friends and 
neighbours. If you’re reading this and are not a member of OWGRA, please consider joining – 
details and a membership form can be found on our website. And if you would like to help us in 
running OWGRA then please do contact us – we will always welcome any help, even if you can 
only spare a few hours a month. 
 
Best wishes from  Laurence Hawcroft, (Vice-Chair), and the OWGRA Committee 

mailto:info@owgra.org.uk
https://owgra.org.uk/about/
https://owgra.org.uk/contact/
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Planning News 
 
THREE MORE TOWER BLOCKS FOR BRENTFORD 

 As reported by the TW8 news site, the Capital Interchange Way development of 3 tower 
blocks has been approved by Hounslow Council. This site is squeezed between a railway line 
and the M4 flyover (note the attempt to hide the flyover – on the right - in the developer’s 

schematic) – yet the developer will 
construct 420 flats on the site, with the 
tower blocks going up as high as 16 
storeys. 
  
We really do wonder how many people 
really want to live in flats in such a 
location. Their one redeeming feature is 
that they are right next to the new 
Brentford stadium – Airbnb rentals for 
away supporters…? 

 

TESCO/HOMEBASE DEVELOPMENT 
 We hope that all of you are now aware of the proposed developments by St. Edward, a 

subsidiary of the Berkeley Group, on the Tesco and Homebase sites in Osterley, where they 
are looking to build over 2,000 new flats in a series of tower blocks up to 16 storeys high. 
 
The consultation centre for these developments is now open in the Tesco Osterley car park 
every Tuesday (4:00pm – 7:00pm) and Saturday (9:00am – 12:00pm midday). In addition You 
can respond to the developer’s consultation via hello@syonlanefuture.com, 020 7729 1705, 
by post to FreePost Soundings Consultation Ltd or at the new website at 
givemyview.com/syonlanefuture from which you can download the exhibition boards used at 
the recent public exhibition. 
 
OWGRA urge you to make your views on these proposals known to the developers. We will 
shortly be publishing our analysis of the usefulness of the developer’s consultation questions 
and how residents can ensure their real concerns are made known to the developer, to help 
local residents in their responses. 
 
We accept the need for new homes and that this will require more intensive usage of land. 
However this needs to be done whilst still providing quality homes that people want to live in 
as families and bring up their children in, and with such developments not adversely 
impacting existing local residents. The experience from other developments of a similar scale 
in the borough is not encouraging. 

 

HOMEBASE BUILDING WILL NOT BE LISTED 
 OWGRA submitted to Historic England our justification for the listing of the Homebase 

building at Gillette Corner, along with the petition signed by 262 residents (211 online + 51 on 
paper). 
 
We have now heard that they recommended that the building should NOT be listed. The 
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (the ultimate decision-maker) has now 
also decided NOT to list the building. As a result St. Edward will be able to knock it down and 
re-develop the site, if and when they get planning permission from Hounslow Council. Many 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=plciw007.htm
mailto:hello@syonlanefuture.com
http://www.givemyview.com/syonlanefuture
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of the comments from Berkeley Group (the parent company of St. Edward) and Hounslow 
Council against listing it were not supported. However ultimately Historic England and the 
Secretary of State did not agree to the listing of it. 
 
This is obviously disappointing. We will be working in the coming months to try and get a 
development on this site (and the Tesco site) that improves the area rather than detracts from 
it. 

 

ROYAL MAIL BRENTFORD SORTING AND DELIVERY OFFICE TO CLOSE 
 There have been rumours for some weeks now, but it has now been confirmed that Brentford 

Sorting and Delivery Office is to close. This will have a significant effect on anyone who is not 
in when Royal Mail try and deliver a parcel to them and come back to find a “sorry you were 
out” card from Royal Mail. Instead of going to Brentford to pick it up, they will now have to go 
to the Jubilee Centre in Feltham. 
 
To be fair to the Royal Mail, it does appear that this problem is not of their making. They lease 
the site on a lease which expires in June 2021. The landowner has notified the Royal Mail 
that they plan to redevelop the site, subject to planning consent. Given the sheer scale of 
redevelopment in Brentford, with 16-storey blocks of flats sprouting up everywhere, it would 
appear that, sadly, other uses for the site will yield more profit for the site owner than 
continued use by Royal Mail. There are further details in this article. 
 
We will be liaising with Residents Associations for Brentford to see what we can do to try and 
ensure that this facility remains in Brentford (or nearby). 
 

 

  

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=ruthcadbury025.htm
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LBH News 
 
HOUNSLOW COUNCIL INCREASES SOME CHARGES 

 Hounslow Council has announced it will be increasing the charges for some of its services. 
 
Some of the Planning services for householders (and developers) wanting to get Planning 
Approval will be increased over the next 6 months. This is in response to the increased 
demand for their services, due in no small part to the level of development the council is 
encouraging in the Borough. We hope that these increased charges will be used to ensure 
that any development is of a high quality – something which sadly is not the case for many 
recent developments. 
 
The council has also announced that it is looking into increasing the charges for cemetery 
spaces. It would seem that a certain popular maxim needs to be updated to “Nothing is 
certain – save death and taxation – and they’ll cost you more each year” 

 
BECOME A COMMUNITY HEALTH CHAMPION 

 Health Champions are people who, with relevant and free training and support, transform the 
health and well-being of their friends, families, colleagues and communities. Hounslow Health 
Champions are part of the new Help Your Health programme - designed to reduce health 
inequalities in Hounslow through a programme of information, training and volunteering. 
 
The council will be running 2 free workshops for new Community Health Champions to help 
them understand how effective communication can support health messages and how to 
promote improvements in health and well-being to individuals. Day 1 takes place on 
Wednesday 6th November 10am - 3pm and Day 2 on Thursday 7th November 10am - 
3pm. You will need to attend both days to complete the training and become a Health 
Champion. 
More information about Health Champions 
Book your place at the workshops 

 
BIG JUMP IN PENALTY CHARGE NOTICES (PCNs) 

 Have you been caught out by Hounslow Council for parking / bus lane infringements / etc. 
and issued with a PCN by them this year ? Well, it turns out that you’re not alone. PCNs 
issued to motorists in Hounslow Borough rose by 24% in the last financial year according to 
figures released by London Councils. Further details are given in this article. 
 
Suffice to say, if you are ever driving “near the junction of Ennismore Avenue and Chiswick 
High Road” or “in Lionel Road North” then be afraid – be very afraid….. 

 
ISLEWORTH LEISURE CENTRE REFURBISHED 

 Isleworth Leisure Centre has been reopened after a major refurbishment by Hounslow 
Council. This has included new exercise machines throughout the gym and refurbished pool 
and changing rooms. Further details may be found here. 

 
EARLY EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE PLACES 

 Give your child the best possible start in life by finding out about early education and 
childcare places for 2, 3 & 4 year olds in the London Borough of Hounslow. More details here 

 
LEAF FALL CLEARING 

 Hounslow Highways are responsible for clearing the leaves from our streets.   

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/hounscoun559cemeteries.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/hounscoun559cemeteries.htm
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTEwMjEuMTE3NTkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hvdW5zbG93LmJveC5jb20vcy9qNmFqZGZxNGttdmN2Mjd4Njd1dWxoM2FwaGVqdWNtbz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.CarRbyFSwnfuVFSSBSQHdrmdzgBLQoZXaoj-Z_-Ur-M/br/70351507039-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTEwMjEuMTE3NTkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ldmVudGJyaXRlLmNvLnVrL2UvaGVhbHRoLWNoYW1waW9ucy10cmFpbmluZy10d28tZGF5cy13ZWRuZXNkYXktNnRoLWFuZC10aHVyc2RheS03dGgtbm92ZW1iZXItdGlja2V0cy03NDk2MDg0NjkxMT91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.eif8yFD109gqSrFmc4Ai4bXs9M5ZzHI5mReZCmarMhg/br/70351507039-l
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/hounscoun559.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=ldrsisleworth001.htm
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMDEuMTIzMTUwMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hvdW5zbG93LmJveC5jb20vcy9pYzBsdTI1cW5pY2ZxeTQ2bWkwemZuNXB4d2hkajljcj91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.H1wfVlLSYibGIf_hok043ED_wBL78Vx6TAes-0KY718/br/70797424689-l
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More information on this can be found here. 
Here are the schedules for when they will come to clear the leaves by ward and by street: 

 ward 
 street 

Please note when your street will be cleaned and avoid parking on the road that day; 
otherwise they will be unable to clean the street properly. 

 
CONSULTATIONS UNDERWAY 

 Public Consultations being run by Hounslow Council currently open for feedback from 
residents include the following: 
 
- An updated strategy for how Hounslow Council encourages varied and relevant use of 

our parks and open spaces so that everyone can enjoy them. The policy includes a pric-

ing framework, booking process and application criteria, which follow best practice guide-

lines and help ensure events are well managed, safe and successful. Closing date 2 Dec. 

(Details here). 

- Hounslow Council proposes to introduce another additional licensing scheme for privately 

rented Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) to effectively regulate these properties and 

to help tackle anti-social behaviour (ASB) associated with HMOs.( Details here). We will 

be supporting this proposal as poorly-run HMOs result in Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) for 

neighbours and supply poor-quality accommodation in the area. Further details can be 

found in this article. Closing date 27 Dec. 

  

http://www.hounslowhighways.org/145-leaf-fall.html
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1572543761_Leafing%20Schedule%20for%20Wards%202019%20-2020.pdf
http://www.hounslowhighways.org/storage/downloads/1572543336_Leafing%20Schedule%20for%202019%20-2020v1.pdf
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=consultation052.htm
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/community-safety-and-enforcement/co-hmo-licensing/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/multipleoccupation001.htm
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Local Events & Things To Do 
 
ISLEWORTH 390 BOOK LAUNCH 

  

“The Isleworth 390” is the title of a new publication that tells the stories of the 390 servicemen 
listed on the Isleworth Memorial who lost their lives in the 1st World War. Further details can 
be found in the flyer above, together with contact details if you wish to purchase a copy of this 
book. The book will be launched at an event in The Blue School, on Monday, 11th 
November at 7:30pm. 

 
OSTERLEY PARK 

 There is a wide range of events on in Osterley Park over the coming weeks. Details can be 
found on their website here.  
 
In particular, they are hosting a “Treasures of Osterley Exhibition” from 4 November 2019 to 
23 February 2020. They state that “'Treasures of Osterley' explores the rise to fame and 
fortune of the Child banking family of Osterley Park through the exquisite works of art and 
furniture they collected. The centrepiece of the exhibition is a 17th-century painting of St 
Agatha by Italian artist Carlo Dolci. This has been reinstated into the Osterley collection and 
is on show for the first time after its recent acquisition by the National Trust.” Further details 
may be found here and also here. 
 
An OWGRA member went to the preview last week and reports that the exhibition is in the 
upstairs rooms and features some beautiful items which are normally not displayed.  The 
Chinese lacquerware and Chinese and Japanese ceramics are very fine indeed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/treasures-of-osterley-exhibition-at-osterley-park
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events/054b3a4a-a34c-4696-a554-8cbb7ebc5e72/pages/details
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STORYTIME AT OSTERLEY LIBRARY 

  
 
If you have babies or toddlers, and are looking for things to keep 
them amused, Osterley Library runs a regular Storytime every 
Monday at 10:00am. Details are in the flyer opposite.  
 

 
FILMS AND EVENTS AT WATERMANS 

 If you want to see a film but want something different from the latest Hollywood blockbuster, 
then the Watermans Centre in Brentford has an eclectic programme of films detailed here. 
 
Watermans are also putting on a Christmas Show from 7-30 December, with an “acrobatic 
and mischievous Pinocchio”. Tickets cost between £10 and £12 with family tickets available. 
Further details and how to book can be found here. 
 
And on 16th and 17th November they are holding a Digital Weekender. This is described as 
“For two days, leading new media artists from around the world will gather at Watermans to 
present an explosive programme of digital performances and experiences, workshops and 
other interactive events. 
This year’s Digital Weekender focuses on Body: how the definition of body has evolved with 
new technologies; how our relation to our bodies has changed in an age defined by 
technology; what our perception is of our own body when it’s augmented, modified or 
controlled by a digital device.” So if you fancy something different, details of that event are 
here. 

 
BRENTFORD MUSICAL MUSEUM 

 If you are a classic/traditional music fan, Brentford Musical Museum has a programme of 
events detailed here, with everything from sessions on their Wurlitzer to classic old films. 
They also have a Christmas Concert on Sunday, 15th December. 

 
SYON PARK 

 Syon House and Gardens are now closed for the winter. The new season will start on 
Monday, 16th March 2020. However their Visitor Centre and Gift Shop will be staying open 
daily until mid-December. 
 
As in previous years, they will be running their Enchanted Woodland event from 15th 
November to 1st December this year. Further details and how to book can be found here. 

 
JOHNSON’S ISLAND 

 Johnson’s Island Artists’ Studios in Brentford are holding an Open Studios event between 22-
24th November. This is an opportunity to buy art, craft and cards or commission unique 
original artworks directly from the artists in their working environment and to enjoy the quirky 
surroundings. Further details are here (including where exactly Johnson’s Island is…) 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans04.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans202.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans203.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evmusicalmuseum0927.htm
https://www.syonpark.co.uk/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evsyonpark023.htm
https://www.kxtickets.com/whats-on/syon-parks-----enchanted-woodland/about
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evjohnson024.htm
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SCOUT BAZAAR 

  
 
Our local Scout Group (1st Osterley) are holding their annual Bazaar on 
Sat, 9th November at Isleworth & Syon School, starting at 1pm. 
 
Please go along and support them, as this is an important part of their 
fundraising to continue operating the group. 
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Crime and Local Policing 
 
LOCAL POLICE NEWSLETTER AND ANTI-CRIME ADVICE 

 The latest Newsletter from our local Police Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) is attached at 
the end of this eNewsletter. It includes news about the work the team have been doing in the 
last few months to address Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) in our area. Because the 
team is only three people, many people don’t see them; but they are here, they are dedicated 
to our Ward, and they are working hard to keep us all safe. 
 
In addition this Newsletter includes valuable advice about keeping your garden sheds secure. 
Stealing from Garden Sheds is an easy win for burglars, especially now the nights are getting 
longer. Please therefore make sure no-one can easily access you rear garden, and follow the 
police guidance on securing your sheds. We have, sadly, had a number of thefts from garden 
sheds over the last few years in the area (with people having freezers emptied, tools, bikes, 
etc. in the sheds stolen…) Please follow the police advice to secure your sheds. 

 
SCAMS 

 A resident in the Borough recently received a call apparently from a police officer saying they 
were calling from Charing Cross Police (withheld number) and that they had intercepted 
someone who had cloned the resident’s bank card. The “policeman” said the criminals were 
attempting to buy a £7000 watch in Selfridges but an alert member of staff had contacted the 
police who made an arrest before money left their account. The “policeman” then enquired if 
the resident had their bank card handy to check they still had it? When the resident asked 
which card they said Visa Debit but the “policeman” didn't know which bank. The resident 
then asked to call them back at the station and they rang off immediately.  
 
This is a new scam but a slight variation on other similar phone call scams out there.  It 
seems quite plausible but please, do not give your credit or debit card details out to someone 
saying they are from the police station or bank. If in doubt, terminate the call and put the 
phone on the hook..! 
 
The Police have produced a useful book summarizing all the various types of scams, how to 
spot them and how to avoid being caught. It does however run to nearly 50 pages – which 
we’re sure most of us won’t relish sitting down and reading cover-to-cover ! Probably the best 
way to use it is to note the subject areas and then read the relevant section before doing one 
of them (e.g. online shopping, pages 8-10). 

 
RECENT CRIMES IN THE AREA 

 The police have advised us of two recent crimes in our area. 
 
The first involved theft of items from a motor vehicle. Whilst there was no damage done to the 
vehicle, a number of documents (logbook, MOT certificate, history book and service book of 
the vehicle) were stolen. Police advice is to always ensure that your vehicles and premises 
are locked and secure at all times and do not leave any valuables on display 
 
The second was a house burglary. The criminal(s) gained entry by climbing on to the 
conservatory and smashing the upper bedroom window. They then stole a safe which 
contained expensive jewellery. Police advice is to always ensure that your premises security 
is up to date. If you have a safe in your home make sure it is secured to the structure of the 
building i.e Joists and brickwork. Do not connect it to any moveable objects. 
 
Please also see our website for general advice on minimising the risk of being the victim of 
crime. Regrettably, there tends to be an increase in burglaries in the winter months as the 

https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/the-little-book-of-big-scams.pdf
https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/
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nights (when most burglaries occur) get longer. Please also report anything that strikes you 
as suspicious to the police (details of how to report are on our website here). The police 
welcome such reports as it allows them to stay aware of what is happening on the ground.  

 
LOCAL POLICE SUCCESS STORY - 1 

 During one of their recent patrols around the word, our local police SNT came across an 
abandoned vehicle that looked suspicious, intelligence checks were conducted roadside 
which showed the vehicle as being reported stolen. This was then seized as part of the 
ongoing investigation which was a positive result for the victim and the Police. 
 
If you do see any vehicles on your road that you believe are suspicious do not hesitate to 
report them via the correct channels. Details on how to report such things can be found on 
the Crime Reporting page of our website. PLEASE don’t hold back because “it may be 
nothing”. If you see anything that concerns you or doesn’t look right, report it to the Police. 

 
LOCAL POLICE SUCCESS STORY - 2 

 Our local police SNT also report that, whilst on late night patrols recently they came across 2 
suspicious males sitting in a vehicle parked up directly outside Jersey Gardens. As they 
spoke to these males there was a strong smell of cannabis coming from inside the vehicle so 
both were detained and searched along with the vehicle. The result was that an amount of 
cannabis consistent with personal use was recovered and seized to be destroyed; the 
offender was issued with a penalty notice for disorder. They are continuing to monitor the 
area with regular patrols. 

 
LOCAL POLICE SUCCESS STORY - 3 

 Residents are all aware of the recent knife attacks that occurred around the London Road 
area in Isleworth. Thankfully at least some of the perpetrators are now behind bars, as is 
explained in this article. The attacks get front-page coverage; but the successful solving and 
subsequent prosecution often don’t. 

 
NEW LEADERSHIP AT THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

 Our local Neighbourhood Watch (Osterley & Spring Grove) has a new leader in Barbara 
Stryjak, a local resident who was until recently the Secretary of OWGRA. She will be 
responsible for all aspects of the local Neighbourhood Watch (street coordinators, etc.). 
 
If anyone would like to become involved in the local Neighbourhood Watch in any form 
(from being a street coordinator to just helping out in some way), then please contact 
OWGRA and we’ll put you in touch with Barbara. Every little bit of help makes it harder for 
criminals to operate in our area. 

 
 “FIX YOUR ROOF, GUV ?” 

 A resident in Hounslow recently hired a few young lads who knocked on his door offering to 
fix his roof. Wanting to believe the best in people, they trusted them and were duped. They 
paid them, and the lads then partially completed a guttering job on their house, leaving 
behind a leaking system, a dangling downpipe and other problems. And they are now 
uncontactable. 
 
Please don’t give business to people who knock on your door. If you need work done but 
don’t know a trader to do it, then seek recommendations from friends, relatives, neighbours 
and work colleagues that you trust and respect. Alternatively, use trader rating sites such as 
Trusted Trader.   

  

https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/
https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=concrime142.htm
https://trustedtraders.which.co.uk/


Page 11 

Other News 
 
GUNNERSBURY PARK PLAN TO INTRODUCE PARKING CHARGES 

 Gunnersbury Park management have announced that they are planning on introducing car 
parking charges for use of their car park. The proposed charge is £1 per hour. They state that 
“all revenue raised from car parking charges would be ringfenced to be spent only at 
Gunnersbury Park and Museum”. Whilst one would like such car parks to be free, if the 
imposition of such charges helps to secure the future of Gunnersbury Park, then they are 
probably a price worth paying. Further details may be found in the TW8 article on this. 

 
LOCAL GARDEN CENTRES 

 Anyone visiting our local Osterley Garden Centre on Windmill Lane will see that it is now being 
operated by British Garden Centres, having been bought by them from Wyevale Garden 
Centres. We wish them success and would encourage residents to visit them so this can remain 
a valued local asset. 
 
As for the Syon Park garden centre, that is now closed. This location actually operated as both a 
garden centre and the Headquarters of Wyevale Garden Centres, which is being wound down by 
its Venture Capital owners. The Northumberland Estate, who manage Syon Park, are looking for 
tenants to re-open retail operations at this site. 

 
LOCAL CARE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 Careplace www.careplace.org.uk/  is a web directory of local care and community services and 
how to pay for them. On this page www.careplace.org.uk/Services/16122  you can download the 
useful current “Guide to Self-Funding Adult Social Care and Support Services in Hounslow”. 
 
The Community Information Guide from LB Hounslow is an online directory of all of the voluntary 
and community groups in Hounslow and information about community buildings that are 
available to hire in the borough https://cig.hounslow.gov.uk  

 
55,000 FREE TREES FROM THE MAYOR OF LONDON 

 The Mayor of London has announced that 55,000 free trees are up for grabs for Londoners to 
plant in their gardens and shared green spaces, and for larger community led ‘plant-athons’. The 
55,000 free trees are part of a total of 95,000 new trees the Mayor is helping Londoners plant 
this autumn and winter, including during National Tree Week (23 November – 1 December 
2019). Find out more here 

 
TEMPORARY HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE REPLACEMENT ?? 

 Anyone going anywhere near Brentford High Street, Kew Bridge and the Chiswick Roundabout 
at busy times of the day will know the traffic gridlock that has resulted from the closure of 
Hammersmith Bridge for urgently-needed repair work. As we reported in a previous eNewsletter, 
there are still no firm plans to repair it, or even agreed funding in place for the repairs – so it will 
be years before it reopens. 
 
We were therefore intrigued to read this report from a marine engineering firm about a potential 
temporary bridge that they believe could be built in 3 months at a cost of £5m. We must admit 
that it does sound too good to be true. Even so, we hope that the powers-that-be will investigate 
this and other potential solutions to what will otherwise be years of traffic gridlock in the area. 

 
LOOKING AT HOLDING A CHRISTMAS PARTY LOCALLY? 

 If you’re thinking of booking a Christmas Party locally then why not consider using one of our 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/congunnsprk091.htm
https://britishgardencentres.com/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=wyevale002.htm
http://www.careplace.org.uk/
http://www.careplace.org.uk/Services/16122
https://cig.hounslow.gov.uk/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTEwMjEuMTE3NTkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sb25kb24uZ292LnVrL3doYXQtd2UtZG8vZW52aXJvbm1lbnQvcGFya3MtZ3JlZW4tc3BhY2VzLWFuZC1iaW9kaXZlcnNpdHkvcGxhbnQtdHJlZT91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.IKELh9SK30nfmqauvjAAc5S8_EKoBFoqD-7Rhq6ooKA/br/70351507039-l
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=hammersmithbr006.htm
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local sports and fitness clubs? Many of them have rooms for hire – see the list on our website. 
As well as providing a venue for your party, you’ll be helping to support these local clubs, many 
of which are run by volunteers. 

 
WHATS ON AT GILLETTE ? 

 Many people are probably aware that the Gillette Building is currently used as a film studio. The 
giveaway that a film is being shot there is when a fleet of trucks, huge camper vans and other 
vehicles parks up in the grounds of the building. And the films shot here are not small films. The 
Gillette building has hosted major productions such as Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 
Children, Alien: Covenant, Bohemian Rhapsody and 24: Live Another Day. And now we hear that 
Mark Wahlberg is to film scenes for Infinite (2020) at the Gillette Building Studios. 

 
GOOD NEWS 

 We were recently contacted by a local resident who had found an envelope on the street with 
some money in. It had a couple of names written on it so we asked our members whether these 
meant anything to anyone. Thankfully someone did recognise the names. We passed this 
information back to the finder of the envelope who was then able to reunite the envelope and 
money with its owner. There are good people about, and they live in Osterley …… 

 
GREEN SCHOOL CO-EDUCATIONAL SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

 The Green School Sixth Form currently consists of The Green School for Girls co-educational 
Sixth Form. From September 2020 they will be opening a co-educational Sixth Form at The 
Green School for Boys. The Green School Sixth Form will become a Sixth Form consortium for 
both The Green School for Girls and The Green School for Boys.  They are holding an Open 
Evening on Tuesday 12th November and invite year 11 students, parents/carers to come along 
and meet members of the Sixth Form community, Senior Leadership Team and tutors. Further 
details can be found here. 

 
TW8 NEWSLETTER 

 You might have noticed that we frequently give links to news and stories on 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/  (it covers TW7 as well as TW8).  This is a very informative 
website, and you can sign up on their home page to receive their weekly e-newsletter.  There are 
also similar websites for Chiswick (http://www.chiswickw4.com/ ) and Ealing 
(http://www.ealingtoday.co.uk ) if you are interested. 

 
  

https://owgra.org.uk/health-and-fitness%ef%bb%bf/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=filming004.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/adgreenschool001.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/
http://www.chiswickw4.com/
http://www.ealingtoday.co.uk/
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