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As the days before Christmas count down remorselessly (as every retailer keeps reminding us), 
the nights get darker, and it seems to be cold and wet every day, we all need something to cheer 
us up. Well, this isn’t it; it’s the latest OWGRA eNewsletter . As always, there’s quite a lot 
happening in our area and I’ve tried to summarise everything, from the latest news on the ongoing 
onslaught by developers on the area, to news of all the Christmas events in the area. I hope you 
are all more advanced in your Christmas preparations than I am…... 
 

In this issue 
 

 In Planning (pages 2-4), there are updates on the Osterley Station and Tesco/Homebase 
development proposals, disappointing news on the Adini office development appeal and 
news of yet more tower blocks in Brentford. The Osterley Park and Spring Grove Conserva-
tion Areas reviews have been completed with some extensions and amendments resulting 
from local residents’ comments - so it was worth doing and thanks to all concerned. 
 

 Under London Borough of Hounslow (LBH) News (pages 5 and 6) there’s news on fly-
tipping, anti-idling, a living with diabetes workshop, LBH’s cleaner, greener initiative, tips for 
good winter health, social care information and consultations being run by LBH 

 

 In Local News (pages 7-9) there’s news of how to support the excellent local “That’s a 
Wrap” charity initiative, and events at Osterley Park, Osterley Library, Thistleworth Club, 
The Watermans Centre in Brentford, Brentford Musical Museum and Syon Park, many of 
which are also running special Christmas events. We also cover a Turner exhibition next 
year and a special exhibition at Hounslow Library of diaries from 1917. 

 

 Under Crime and Local Policing (page 10-12) we include information on car idling, catalytic 
convertor thefts, phone scams, car theft and home burglary deterrence, a mugging, a per-
sistent beggar, an excellent video from the police on new scams and the eNewsletter from 
the Neighbourhood Watch. 

 

 Finally under Other News (pages 13 and 14) items include a train strike, increases in travel 
costs, a National Park Ranger initiative, the Mayor of London giving away trees, plus infor-
mation about local resources. 

 
We hope this eNewsletter is informative and welcome any feedback – especially anything we 
should include in future eNewsletters.. Feel free to pass it on to friends and neighbours. If you’re 
not a member of OWGRA, please consider joining – details and a membership form can be found 
on our website. And if you would like to help us in running OWGRA then please do contact us – we 
always welcome any help, even if you can only spare a few hours a month. 
 
Best wishes from  Laurence Hawcroft, (Vice-Chair), and the OWGRA Committee. 

mailto:info@owgra.org.uk
https://owgra.org.uk/about/
https://owgra.org.uk/contact/


Page 2 

Planning News 
 
OSTERLEY STATION CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT 

 OWGRA have submitted their response to 
the Planning Application to develop two 
blocks of flats above the Osterley Station car 
park. 
 
Whilst the latest design for this is a 
substantial improvement on the initial 
proposals, it still has an unacceptably 
detrimental impact on the station, neighbours 
and the surrounding area.   

 

TESCO/HOMEBASE DEVELOPMENT PUBLIC MEETING 
 An update on the proposed developments on the Tesco 

and Homebase sites in Osterley was given to the local 
community on Wed 20 Nov at a public meeting in St 
Francis of Assisi Church, organised by OWGRA 
(Osterley & Wyke Green Residents’ Association) and 
Mayor of Hounslow and local Ward Councillor, Tony 
Louki.  Over 100 people attended, showing the level of 
interest and concern locally.  The developer was not 
invited to the meeting.  
  
Councillor Louki gave the background to the 
development and stated that the proposed number of 
residential units was vastly greater that in Hounslow’s 
Local Plan. 

 
[The Local Plan gives a “Minimum Development 
Quantum” (MDQ) for potential development sites. Stating 
only a minimum could be seen as an invitation to 
developers to reach for the sky without regard for the 
character of the area. On the other hand, it could be 
seen as a level of development which would not be 
rejected by the Council as an “underdevelopment”. The 
developer is proposing 500 units for Homebase which is 
47% higher than the acceptable minimum of 340 in the 
Local Plan. It is proposing 1650 units for the Tesco site 
which is 370% higher than the acceptable minimum for 

that site of 350 units.  The Local Plan site allocation for Tesco has an additional MDQ for 
780sqm 'large format' retail space, which is not in Berkeley Homes proposals so far for the 
4.6ha site.]  
  
Local resident and OWGRA Committee member, David Pavett, told the meeting about the 5-
year Campion Concerns campaign which started off with the developer proposing 340 flats 
(on the site of the old seminary on Thornbury Road) and ended up as 82 homes (mainly town 
houses).  This was due to the hard work of a group of local residents who worked tirelessly 
over five years for a development that respected the character of the area.  
  
Another OWGRA member, Barbara Stryjak, talked about the experience with the new 
Nishkam School, and that local residents were working with the School and the Council to 
reduce the large number of cars coming into the area to drop-off and pick-up children (at 
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least 3 times higher than stated in the planning application).  Traffic concerns will be a major 
issue for the proposed Tesco and Homebase developments.  She went on to mention some 
success in working with Access Storage to reduce the size of their proposed development at 
the site of the former Shell garage at Gillette Corner from 14-storeys to a maximum of 6-
storeys, and good co-operation with Brentford Football Club to redevelop their Training 
Ground on Jersey Road to the west of Osterley Park.  
  
Apart from traffic and inadequate public transport, the key concerns from residents are 
height, massing and density, and the provision of genuinely family-sized homes, plus lack of 
infrastructure.  Two local residents gave examples of long waits for ambulances and in A&E 
at West Middlesex Hospital and bed shortages.  After the meeting another local resident 
mentioned that the waiting list to sign up her young children for swimming lessons at the 
nearest public swimming pool (in Isleworth, over 1.5 miles away) was 300 children, or 18-24 
months!  She also has to queue during holiday times for her children to use the swings in the 
local park!  The view in the community is that the Council is forging ahead with developments 
but not giving adequate thought to infrastructure.  
  
It is expected that the planning applications for both sites will be submitted in late spring 2020 
and go to Planning Committee in autumn 2020.  

 

ADINI OFFICE REDEVELOPMENT APPROVED ON APPEAL 
 We were disappointed to hear that the appeal against 

the refusal of planning permission for the 
redevelopment of the Adini office building on the 
Great West Road has been successful. 
 
This has been a long battle, with our first submission 
against it being in February 2018.  
 
We were successful in getting the important Art Deco 
frontage of the building locally listed and saved. 
However given the nature of the development that 
has now been approved, one has to question whether 

that has ultimately had any benefit, and whether the resultant building will become a valued 
landmark in the area, or quite the opposite. 

 

PLANS FOR YET ANOTHER COMPLEX OF TOWERBLOCKS IN BRENTFORD 
 We have reported in the past on proposals by 

a developer to build at scale on the B&Q site 
at the Chiswick roundabout. The developer 
has now finalised their plans for this site and 
have now submitted a planning application to 
LBH. The developer is proposing to squeeze 
five (!!) tower blocks on the site, ranging from 
eight to sixteen storeys high. The 
development is to be called “The Fourth 
Mile”. We’ll leave residents to read the 

explanation for this name in this article giving more details. The design of the site is 
“interesting” to say the least, with the buildings all “…centred around a central plaza dubbed 
Hudson Square ….”. An artist’s impression of how this will look is shown above – it is not 
exactly a green, open, welcoming space. 
 
The complex will include 258 flats, a 219-room hotel and a 33,000 sq m “technology 
Showcase”, with 1,500 new jobs being created at the showcase, hotel, etc. on the site. The 
showcase will hold exhibitions, etc. and we have previously heard of expected attendance 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=plhudsonsq005.htm
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levels in the millions of people per year for the “Technology Showcase”, which is planned to 
run public exhibitions, demonstrations, product launches, etc. Given the location of the site, 
with Chiswick roundabout already being at capacity and poor public transport links, we’ll be 
interested to see how all these people are expected to arrive and depart. 

 

SPRING GROVE AND OSTERLEY CONSERVATION AREA REVIEWS APPROVED 
 The Osterley Park Conservation Area 

(CA) was established in 1988, and 
essentially covered Osterley Park itself 
plus Jersey Road. 
Over the last 2 years LBH have been 
updating and revising all the CAs in the 
Borough, including the Osterley Park CA. 
The revised CA was approved by LBH on 
15th October and is now in force. It 
expands the area to include land north of 
the M4 and the streets between Jersey 
Road and the Great West Road. The 
revised area is shown in the map 
opposite. 
 
Steve Curran, Leader of the Council 
states in the CA document that 

“….Osterley Park and its surrounding area are an important part of Osterley and Spring 
Grove and a valuable part of the heritage of the borough. This appraisal builds on the original 
conservation statements for Hounslow’s conservation areas and has been reviewed as part 
of a comprehensive review of Hounslow’s conservation area statements. The purpose of the 
appraisal is to provide an overview of historic developments and key components that 
contribute to the special interest….” 
  
In addition the Spring Grove CA has been extensively updated. The previous version (which 
dated back to 1988) was somewhat limited in its usefulness as it was quite generic in its 
definition of the area. The new version provides much more detail about the assets that 
contribute to the inherent character of the area and which should therefore be conserved, and 
provides much clearer guidance to would-be developers. It is, therefore, a much more useful 
and informative document. 
 
We view this as very good news in our ongoing struggle to maintain the unique nature of this 
area in the face of continual pressure from developers. The two CA documents may be found 
here on the LBH website 

 

  

https://hounslow.app.box.com/s/qgri9kan1h0wttxsv6m5t37bl0u4qsl0
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LBH News 
 
FLY TIPPING IN HOUNSLOW 

 If you thought there seemed to be a lot of fly tipping in Hounslow, then the following report 
confirms it. The London Borough of Hounslow (LBH), with 21,897 instances of fly-tipping 
between 2018 and 2019, has the 4th highest level of all boroughs across the country. Across 
the country, nearly two thirds of instances of fly tipping involve household waste. 
Fly tipping seems to attract more fly tipping (so a small pile quickly becomes a small 
mountain). So if you do see any instance of fly tipping, please do report it to LBH. They have 
a very fast and effective service to clear such waste (when we’ve used it, it has typically been 
cleared in 1-2 days). The link to reporting it on their website is attached here. You can also 
report it by using the FixMyStreet app, which can be downloaded onto your phone. 

 
IDLING YOUR CAR WHEN STATIONARY 

 Idling is the act of leaving a vehicle's engine running while it is 
stationary. Many people may not be aware that LBH may now 
take enforcement action against unnecessary idling. Whilst this 
is often unavoidable for short periods of time, there are some 
instances, such as waiting for children outside of schools and 
in traffic jams, when idling is not necessary. This link gives 
more details on this. Note that the fine (if levied) in Hounslow is 
£60, reduced to £30 if paid within 14 days.  
 

The photo above is of a sign now up outside Osterley Tube Station.  

 
LIVING WITH DIABETES 

  
 
 
 
For anyone who would like more 
information on how to manage 
living with diabetes, there is a free 
event on Saturday, 30th November 
from 11am – 2pm. 
 
 
Further details are in the flyer 
opposite. The website referenced 
there is accessed via this link. 

https://www.itv.com/news/london/2019-11-07/four-of-the-top-five-worst-places-in-the-country-for-fly-tipping-are-in-london/
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20114/street_problems/1228/report_dumped_rubbish
http://www.hounslowtravelactive.co.uk/air-quality/anti-idling-in-hounslow/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/diet-advice-session-for-people-living-with-diabetes-and-pre-diabetes-in-brentford-and-isleworth-tickets-80501035765
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CLEANER GREENER HOUNSLOW 

 LBH has an initiative underway that aims to make the bough cleaner and greener. A major 
focus of this is to reduce the amount of rubbish on the streets and open spaces. A progress 
report from LBH on this initiative is included at the end of this eNewsletter. 

 
QUICK TIPS FOR GOOD WINTER HEALTH 

 Our Local NHS group has published the following list of tips for 
good winter health 
1. Can’t get a GP appointment?  Ask your GP or 111 to book 
you a hub appointment instead. 
2. Get your flu jab!  The vaccination is free for most carers. 
3. Ask your local pharmacist for advice about minor health 
problems. 
4. Collect repeat prescriptions in good time, especially before 
the festive period. 
5. Unsure what to do?  Call 111 to speak to a fully trained 
advisor, 24 hours a day. 
6. If you have a medical emergency, call 999 or go to A&E. 

 
SOCIAL CARE INFORMATION FROM LBH 

 While LBH would like as many people as possible to access information online via 
CarePlace, the council does offer a limited range of leaflets and booklets. 
 
Many adult social care publications may be downloaded here including their latest publication 
A guide to adult social care in Hounslow which offers a general overview of what people can 
expect when they get in touch. The new guide has a section for carers and a list of useful 
telephone numbers. Printed copies are available from LBH on request. 

 
CONSULTATIONS UNDERWAY 

 Public Consultations being run by Hounslow Council currently open for feedback from 
residents include the following: 
 
- The London Borough of Hounslow is consulting on the introduction of a new strategy and 

set of related policies for Events, Festivals and Commercial Use of the Council’s Parks 

and Public Spaces. The main proposals being consulted on are (1) The introduction of an 

event strategy and policy for LBH-owned parks and public spaces, including High Streets 

and (2) Revised pricing structures for park and public space event hire, funfairs and pitch 

hire, including some price increases. Closing Date 2 Dec. ( Details here). 

- The council is considering narrowing Ridgeway Road and Grove Road at their junctions 

with College Road, introducing raised tables at both locations. These measures are de-

signed to reduce vehicle speeds and make it easier and safer for pedestrians to cross. 

Closing Date 8 Dec. (Details here). 

In addition the Government is consulting on a proposal to strengthen the powers available to 
police to deal with illegal traveller encampments. In summary, it appears to be proposing to 
implement essentially the same legislation that has been enacted in Ireland (and which, as a 
result, caused many of the travellers who had been based in Ireland to move over to the UK). 
The closing date for this is 4 March 2020. Further details may be found here. 

  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMTguMTMwMjkxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3Vuc2xvdy5jYXJlcGxhY2Uub3JnLnVrLz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.FZNt5zodrblX8wfpl5yVEMw3T5O0XM7iJeSt8vIuD_k/br/71489093293-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMTguMTMwMjkxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3Vuc2xvdy5nb3YudWsvaW5mby8yMDExNS9zdXBwb3J0aW5nX3lvdV90aHJvdWdoX2RpZmZpY3VsdHkvMTk5MC9mYWN0c2hlZXRzX2FuZF9pbmZvcm1hdGlvbl9ib29rbGV0cz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.1CeNfJ2lziR3QaXmQm0XBB8Dr0E7zTrJLw7DzPpUuiw/br/71489093293-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMTguMTMwMjkxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYXJlcGxhY2Uub3JnLnVrL1NlcnZpY2VzLzE3ODc4P3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0mdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.5WTsejAjk2uizs4fEWtDxXn_BPdi1lpfXSFnGx2TWLU/br/71489093293-l
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/communications/parks-and-open-spaces-events-strategy/
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/traffic-and-transport/ridgeway-improvements/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-police-powers-to-tackle-unauthorised-encampments?utm_source=5fbda035-7012-4046-bfa6-af71706f1e62&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
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Local Events & Things To Do 
 
WINTER TOY DRIVE – ‘THAT’S A WRAP’ APPEAL 2019 

 That’s A Wrap is a grassroots initiative that coordinates community collections in our area.  
For the second year running, the group have launched an ambitious appeal to collect 2000 
new toys for local children, with a collection deadline of 14th December. They will work with 
over ten organisations in and around the borough that support disadvantaged children to 
ensure smooth distribution.  
Simply visit their website (https://thatsawrap.org.uk/) to explore hassle-free donation 
options, including:  
- ONLINE TOY WISHLIST (select and donate a toy from a list that, when purchased, 

are delivered straight to That’s A Wrap for sorting);  

- CROWDFUNDING PAGE (funds go further when donations are made through their 

crowdfunding page, as this allows the initiative to procure whole toy pallets at 

wholesale prices!)  

By the 18th of November, there will also be Toy Drop Off Points based in and around the 
borough for those who prefer to drop toys off, including at Hounslow Library, Chiswick Library 
and Feltham library. Keep an eye on this page, as it is likely to be updated within the next 
week or so.  
The appeal will end with a Toy Wrapping Event at the Nishkam School on Sunday 15 
December. More information here.  
The organisers would love to chat about what they’re doing and about how you can get 
involved to make the 2000 toy target a reality. You can contact Saba at 
saba@thatsawrap.org.uk 
 

     
 

 
 

https://thatsawrap.org.uk/
https://thatsawrap.org.uk/donate-%2F-toy-appeal-2019
https://www.gofundme.com/f/that039s-a-wrap-toy-appeal-2019?utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_lico+share-sheet
https://thatsawrap.org.uk/donate-toys
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-big-community-toy-wrap-2019-registration-74630318291?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
mailto:saba@thatsawrap.org.uk
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OSTERLEY PARK 

 There is a wide range of events on in Osterley Park over the coming weeks. Details can be 
found on their website here.  
 
In particular, they are hosting a “Treasures of Osterley Exhibition” from 4 November 2019 to 
23 February 2020. They state that “'Treasures of Osterley' explores the rise to fame and 
fortune of the Child banking family of Osterley Park through the exquisite works of art and 
furniture they collected. The centrepiece of the exhibition is a 17th-century painting of St 
Agatha by Italian artist Carlo Dolci. This has been reinstated into the Osterley collection and 
is on show for the first time after its recent acquisition by the National Trust.” Further details 
may be found here and also here. 
 
An OWGRA member went to the preview last week and reports that the exhibition is in the 
upstairs rooms and features some beautiful items which are normally not displayed.  The 
Chinese lacquerware and Chinese and Japanese ceramics are very fine indeed. 

 
STORYTIME AT OSTERLEY LIBRARY 

  
 
If you have babies or toddlers, and are looking for things to keep 
them amused, Osterley Library runs a regular Storytime every 
Monday at 10:00am. Details are in the flyer opposite.  
 

 
FILMS AND EVENTS AT WATERMANS 

 If you want to see a film but want something different from the latest Hollywood blockbuster, 
then the Watermans Centre in Brentford has an eclectic programme of films detailed here. 
 
Watermans are also putting on a Christmas Show from 7-30 December, with an “acrobatic 
and mischievous Pinocchio”. Tickets cost between £10 and £12 with family tickets available. 
Further details and how to book can be found here. 

 
BRENTFORD MUSICAL MUSEUM 

 If you are a classic/traditional music fan, Brentford Musical Museum has a programme of 
events detailed here, with everything from sessions on their Wurlitzer to classic old films. 
They also have a Christmas Concert on Sunday, 15th December. 

 
SYON PARK 

 Syon House and Gardens are now closed for the winter. The new season will start on 
Monday, 16th March 2020. However their Visitor Centre and Gift Shop will be staying open 
daily until mid-December. 
 
As in previous years, they will be running their Enchanted Woodland event from 15th 
November to 1st December this year. Further details and how to book can be found here. 
 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/treasures-of-osterley-exhibition-at-osterley-park
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events/054b3a4a-a34c-4696-a554-8cbb7ebc5e72/pages/details
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans04.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans202.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evmusicalmuseum0927.htm
https://www.syonpark.co.uk/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evsyonpark023.htm
https://www.kxtickets.com/whats-on/syon-parks-----enchanted-woodland/about
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THISTLEWORTH WINTER WONDERLAND 

  
Thistleworth Tennis Club on Ridgway Road 
North are holding a Winter Wonderland 
Family Evening on Friday, December 13th. 
 
Details are in the flyer opposite. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The email contact for the club is 
thistlewortclub@gmail.com . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The website to book tickets to attend this 
event is 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thistleworth-
winter-wonderland-tickets-81056665669 

 
CINDERELLA AT WATERMANS 

 St Faith's Players will be performing the glittering pantomime Cinderella at the Waterman’s 
Theatre in Brentford on 27th, 28th and 30th November. Further details in this article. 

 
TURNER AND THE THAMES 

 The first exhibition of J.M.W. Turner’s original paintings in the house in Twickenham he 
designed for himself is to open on January 10th, 2020, thanks to a generous loan from Tate. 
At the time Turner painted the exhibition’s five oils on mahogany panels he was renting Syon 
Ferry House in Isleworth, retreating from the pressures of London life. Although this house no 
longer exists, his experience there was instrumental in his subsequent acquisition in 1807 of 
a piece of land in Twickenham on which he later built Sandycombe Lodge to his own designs, 
and which is now open to the public. During Turner’s time in Isleworth he acquired a little boat 
and modified it for use as a floating studio from which he could record first-hand impressions 
of the river. Further details are in this article. 

 
1917 HOUNSLOW DIARY DISCOVERED 

 Volunteer researchers have located a miniature 1917 pocket diary describing the life of a 
mechanic working at Hounslow Aerodrome during World War I. The diary is one of four 
covering the period 1916-1919, each measuring just 3”x2”, which detail Gordon Tucker’s 
experience as an air mechanic and rigger during World War I at Beaulieu, Hounslow and Wye 
aerodromes, which are now on display at Hounslow Library, Hounslow House, 7 Bath Road, 
Hounslow TW3 3EB until 29 November. Extracts from the diaries have been compiled into a 
small exhibition along with his VPK camera, personal photo albums, uniform and detailed 
handwritten rigging manuals. Schools and local history groups can arrange visits to view the 
exhibition by emailing communications@hounslow.gov.uk . Further details in this article. 

mailto:thistlewortclub@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thistleworth-winter-wonderland-tickets-81056665669
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thistleworth-winter-wonderland-tickets-81056665669
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evstfaithplayers032.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=turner005.htm
mailto:communications@hounslow.gov.uk
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=hounslow113.htm
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Crime and Local Policing 
 
DON’T LEAVE YOUR CAR IDLING IN THE MORNING 

 The Police advise us that, as we move into the colder winter months the low morning 
temperature results in drivers leaving their cars unattended with engines idling on their 
driveways or on the road, to warm up their vehicles prior to setting off to work or wherever. 
This is NOT a good idea as criminals may exploit this opportunity to relieve you of your 
vehicle and drive it away when left unattended. We would also remind residents that if you do 
leave your car idling on your driveway or the road unattended, and it is stolen, there is a real 
risk that your insurance company may refuse to pay out on the basis that you failed to keep 
the car secured when unattended. 
The police also remind us that if you do leave you vehicle unattended whilst the engine is 
running you will be breaking the law. The Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) Regulations 2002 
Act enforces rule 123 of the Highway Code, which states: "You must not leave a vehicle’s 
engine running unnecessarily while that vehicle is stationary on a public road" and this is now 
being enforced by LBH (see “Idling your car when stationary” on page 5). 
 
There are other ways to quickly de-ice your car - click here for --> Top tips for de-icing your 
car.  

 
CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFTS 

 The TW8 website report that there has been a recent spike in catalytic converter thefts in the 
Chiswick and Brentford area, suspects are seen to be wearing Balaclavas and/or Hi-vis jack-
ets. The thieves are so blatant about it they’ll steal them in broad daylight. The thieves are 
quite organised on how they go about relieving your vehicle of the catalytic converter. They 
then sell them as scrap for the precious metals in them (leaving you with a bill of £1,000+ to 
replace it. Police have confirmed that there does appear to be a spike in such incidents 
across the borough. 
 
Any car fitted with a catalytic converter could be at risk. In Toyota’s case, for example, it is 
second and third-generation Prius models (2004-2009 and 2009-2016 respectively) and sec-
ond-generation Auris Hybrids (2012-2018) which have been particular targets for thieves and 
also Lexus SUV's. For Toyota’s advice around catalytic converter theft click here. But these 
days most cars have them fitted. 
 
If you see anyone suspicious carrying an angle grinder tool or looking under vehicles then 
call the police on 999, reporting it as a crime in progress. Do not approach the suspects as 
they are known to be violent. Record as much information as possible such as car registra-
tion, make, model, how many occupants exit the vehicle, a description of the thieves and any 
distinguishing detail. 
Remember your safety is paramount especially if they are armed with a knife or sharp object. 
Members with Toyota or Lexus vehicles should consider Catalytic Converter Theft Protection 
- Catloc as a deterrent 
 
Police advice on actions to take to deter this include 

 Consider installing CCTV devices as major deterrents which could cost less than replac-

ing a CAT. 

 Look into anti-theft systems, locks and “motion” alarms, which can be purchased and fit-

ted. Search online for "catalytic converter lock". One such device is Catloc 

 Park the car in such a way that it is difficult for the criminals to jack it up and get under the 

car (e.g. the catalytic converter is normally towards the rear of the car so reversing the car 

https://www.confused.com/on-the-road/maintenance/how-to-de-ice-your-car
https://www.confused.com/on-the-road/maintenance/how-to-de-ice-your-car
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=policing058.htm
https://blog.toyota.co.uk/catalytic-converter-theft-how-to-protect-your-car
https://www.catlocks.co.uk/
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in the drive right up to the house wall / garage door is a good idea) 

There was a spate of such incidents in our area a year ago. Following police action we have 
been (thankfully) spared these for some months now – but please do take care. 

 
PHONE SCAMS 

 We have heard reports of people receiving recorded phone messages saying things like “you 
have a refund of tax waiting for you from HMRC” or “your internet will be deactivated in 24 
hours” and then asking you to either press a button on your handset or to call a stated 
number. These are scams and should be ignored. Such organization will never send you a 
recorded message in such a way. If a call 

 seems too good to be true (“you have a tax refund waiting for you”, “you have won a prize 

in a lottery” – which you don’t remember entering”, etc.) or 

 tries to force you to take urgent action (“your internet will be deactivated in 24 hours un-

less you…”, “someone has gained access to your bank account, you need to transfer 

your cash to another one now….”, etc.) 

then it is almost certainly a scam and you should ignore it. If you want to check (just for peace 
of mind) then call the organization mentioned (e.g. your internet provider) on a different 
phone line to the one the scam call came in on, using a number you have found yourself. 

 
CAR THEFT AVOIDANCE 

 We’ve recently seen reports of dubious characters going around looking into parked cars / 
trying the door handles in case the car isn’t locked (even when the car is parked on the 
owner’s drive). To minimise the risk of falling victim to car crime 

 do not leave anything of value in your car when leaving it unattended. Even hiding it away 

in the boot is not a good idea – one local person left their work laptop in the boot of their 

car overnight and came out in the morning to find it had been stolen. 

 never leave anything on display in the car (even an iPhone charger – as one resident 

had their car window smashed just to steal one of those) 

 if you have CCTV cameras at your house, make sure one of them is trained on your 

parked cars and is plainly visible 

 always ensure your car is locked – even it if is parked on your drive 

 
DETERRING BURGLARS 

 We’ve heard reports of other dubious characters driving round in a van, slowing down as they 
pass each house to look carefully at each one. There could be an honest explanation, but just 
in case…. 

 Please ensure when you leave your house empty (away on holiday, at work, etc.) that the 

house looks occupied (lights on at night, car in the drive, etc.) 

 Ensure there is nothing to hint at the house being empty (e.g. letterbox full of mail, several 

days newspapers in letterbox, milk deliveries not taken in, delivered parcels left in view, 

etc.). 

 
MUGGING IN BRENTFORD 

 A schoolboy travelling home from school was mugged for his mobile phone just over a week 
ago by three thugs. Police are investigating. With the shorter days in winter meaning 
travelling in the dark mornings and evenings, please take care when walking in public. Stay 
alert to people around you, try and avoid being alone in any secluded areas and avoid using 
your mobile phone in public. 
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DARREN BINGHAM RETURNS 

 A persistent beggar, Darren Bingham, who was jailed 
earlier in the year, is once again being sought by police. 
 
There have been reports that he's been knocking on the 
doors of homes in the area trying to get money from 
residents claiming that there is an emergency. 
 
Please do NOT give him any money. Police advise that if 
you see him or he calls at your home you should not 
attempt to tackle him but you should call them on 101 or 
contact them through Twitter on @MetCC  and they will 
handle the matter. 
 
Further details can be found here. 

 
POLICE ADVICE ON NEW SCAMS 

 The police have just released a video on three new scams that criminals are trying out. We 
watched this ourselves and all the scams were new to us, and we could easily have fallen 
victim to them. So please take 10 minutes to watch the video and be every cautious about 
anything different that you are asked to do by someone. 

 
 NATIONAL ENEWSLETTER FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

 The November edition of Our News, the e-newsletter for Neighbourhood Watch supporters, is 
out today. This edition introduces the national winners of the 2019 Neighbour of the Year 
competition, inspiring member stories, national campaigns for you to get involved in such 
as Cyberhood Watch and Together for Good: The Neighbourhood Watch Big Curry, a 
new crime report, member offers, and updates from Neighbourhood Watch Network on what 
we are doing to support you! 
It can be accessed from the link below 
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/NHW-Newsletter-NOV19-
ONLINE.pdf 
 

  

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=crime250.htm
https://www.youtube.com/embed/DJsPo_Yzl7M?wmode=transparent
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ourwatch.org.uk%2Fnew-cyberhood-watch-initiative-launched-between-neighbourhood-watch-and-avast%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cec4ef77a58084bea887308d76c105165%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637096689644075553&sdata=cDuVqqk601Ig6Om7d0vHpAOkKaS8XYLFXERgBJyZUfE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ourwatch.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F11%2FNHW-Newsletter-NOV19-ONLINE.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cec4ef77a58084bea887308d76c105165%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637096689644085564&sdata=AKYuMKoVVtQPaWoQW9t5GDz8iqwwHlBwonB91D1h0Ak%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ourwatch.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F11%2FNHW-Newsletter-NOV19-ONLINE.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cec4ef77a58084bea887308d76c105165%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637096689644085564&sdata=AKYuMKoVVtQPaWoQW9t5GDz8iqwwHlBwonB91D1h0Ak%3D&reserved=0
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Other News 
 
S.E.N.D. PARENTS GROUP 

 Do you have a child with Special 
Educational Needs and would like to meet 
up with other parents in a similar 
position ? SEND Parents Group meets 
every Tuesday during term time, from 9-10 
am at Marlborough community centre.  
 
This is stated as being “a friendly and 
informal parents group for families of 
children with special educational needs / 
different abilities. All welcome, Tea & 
Coffee provided.” 
 
Further details are in the flyer opposite. 

 
SOUTH WEST TRAINS STRIKE 

 In a lovely Christmas present for commuters, the RMT union have announced the latest train 
strike in a long-running dispute with South West Trains over guards. This strike will run from 1st 
Dec - 1st Jan – i.e. a whole month including the Christmas period. The TW8 website provides 
more information on the strike here.  
Hopefully this will be cancelled – but if not, please be aware that travelling to work is not going to 
be easy so please be prepared. Also if you were planning on using South West Trains over the 
Christmas holiday period it might be an idea to look at alternative travel methods. Further details 
on what trains will be running, revised timetables, etc. can be found here from South West 
Trains. 

 
LOCAL CARE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 Careplace www.careplace.org.uk/  is a web directory of local care and community services and 
how to pay for them. On this page www.careplace.org.uk/Services/16122  you can download the 
useful current “Guide to Self-Funding Adult Social Care and Support Services in Hounslow”. 
 
The Community Information Guide from LB Hounslow is an online directory of all of the voluntary 
and community groups in Hounslow and information about community buildings that are 
available to hire in the borough https://cig.hounslow.gov.uk  

 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/conswtrains053.htm
https://www.southwesternrailway.com/plan-my-journey/rmt-industrial-action
http://www.careplace.org.uk/
http://www.careplace.org.uk/Services/16122
https://cig.hounslow.gov.uk/
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55,000 FREE TREES FROM THE MAYOR OF LONDON 

 The Mayor of London has announced that 55,000 free trees are up for grabs for Londoners to 
plant in their gardens and shared green spaces, and for larger community led ‘plant-athons’. The 
55,000 free trees are part of a total of 95,000 new trees the Mayor is helping Londoners plant 
this autumn and winter, including during National Tree Week (23 November – 1 December 
2019). Find out more here 
 

 
WANT TO MAKE THE AREA GREENER, HEALTHIER AND WILDER ? 

 If you’re someone who really wants to make a difference in the area by increasing the amount of 
greenery, making it healthier, and helping wildlife, but weren’t sure how to go about it, then why 
not apply to become a volunteer London National Park City Ranger ? This is an initiative being 
driven by the National Park City Foundation, a registered charity. Further details can be found 
here. 

 
LOOKING AT HOLDING A CHRISTMAS PARTY LOCALLY? 

 If you’re thinking of booking a Christmas Party locally then why not consider using one of our 
local sports and fitness clubs? Many of them have rooms for hire – see the list on our website. 
As well as providing a venue for your party, you’ll be helping to support these local clubs, many 
of which are run by volunteers. 

 
TRAVEL CARD COST TO RISE 

 Just in time for the festive season, this article brings news of rises (of 2.8%) in the cost of Travel 
Cards (though pay-as-you-go fares remain the same).   

 
TW8 NEWSLETTER 

 You might have noticed that we frequently give links to news and stories on 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/  (it covers TW7 as well as TW8).  This is a very informative 
website, and you can sign up on their home page to receive their weekly e-newsletter.  There are 
also similar websites for Chiswick (http://www.chiswickw4.com/ ) and Ealing 
(http://www.ealingtoday.co.uk ) if you are interested. 

 
  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTEwMjEuMTE3NTkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sb25kb24uZ292LnVrL3doYXQtd2UtZG8vZW52aXJvbm1lbnQvcGFya3MtZ3JlZW4tc3BhY2VzLWFuZC1iaW9kaXZlcnNpdHkvcGxhbnQtdHJlZT91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.IKELh9SK30nfmqauvjAAc5S8_EKoBFoqD-7Rhq6ooKA/br/70351507039-l
http://www.nationalparkcity.london/rangers
http://www.nationalparkcity.london/rangers
https://owgra.org.uk/health-and-fitness%ef%bb%bf/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/ldrstrans001.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/
http://www.chiswickw4.com/
http://www.ealingtoday.co.uk/
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