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As everyone rushes around with the last minute preparations for Christmas (given it’s only a few 
days away) here is the latest update on things happening in our area. This will be our last 
eNewsletter before Christmas (and the last one in 2019 - the next one will be in early January). I’ve 
tried to minimise the number of gloomy articles and instead to reflect the Christmas spirit where I 
can – though sadly that is not always possible – the scam / con merchants and criminals are also 
busy this time of year .  
 

In this issue 
 

 In Planning (page 2), It’s relatively quiet with little new news (other than some updates re-
garding the Tesco/Osterley development). The calm before the storm….? 
 

 Under London Borough of Hounslow (LBH) News (pages 3 and 4) we detail the Christmas / 
New Year collection days, (including collection of real Christmas Trees in the New Year), 
tips for good winter health (have you had your flu jab yet ??), social care information, a link 
to the digital version of “Hounslow Matters”, and consultations being run by LBH (including 
a proposed increase in parking fines – and Merry Christmas to you too….) 

 

 In Local News (pages 5 and 6) there’s news of events at Thistleworth Club, Brentford 
Christmas Market, Osterley Park, Osterley Library, The Watermans Centre in Brentford, 
Brentford Musical Museum and Gunnersbury Park, many of which are also running special 
Christmas events. We also cover a Turner exhibition next year. 

 

 Under Crime and Local Policing (pages 7-9) we include information on car idling, catalytic 
convertor thefts (continued), Cash point scams, car theft and house burglary avoidance, 
news of another stabbing, and a “12 scams of Christmas” video. 

 

 Finally under Other News (pages 10-12) items include the ongoing train strike, information 
about local resources, crowdfunding for a new theatre company, free bike rides, Kew 
Bridge congestion, local bus services and more. 

 
We hope this eNewsletter is informative and welcome any feedback – especially anything we 
should include in future eNewsletters.. Feel free to pass it on to friends and neighbours. If you’re 
not a member of OWGRA, please consider joining – details and a membership form can be found 
on our website. And if you would like to help us in running OWGRA then please do contact us – we 
always welcome any help, even if you can only spare a few hours a month. 
 
Laurence Hawcroft, (Vice-Chair), and the OWGRA Committee wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

mailto:info@owgra.org.uk
https://owgra.org.uk/about/
https://owgra.org.uk/contact/
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Planning News 
 
TESCO/HOMEBASE DEVELOPMENT - 1 

  If you’re thinking of visiting the 
“Syon Lane Future” Consultation 
Cabin in the Tesco car park, they 
will be operating restricted 
opening hours over the 
Christmas / New Year period. 
Instead of the normal hours 
(4.00pm – 7.00pm: Tuesdays, 
9.00am – 12.00pm: Saturdays), 
they will be open at the times 
shown opposite. 
 

 

TESCO/HOMEBASE DEVELOPMENT - 2 
 Following on from the Public Meeting held on this proposal (see last eNewsletter) we have 

just held our first meeting of the Action Group we have formed to respond to this. This is 
made up of local residents with OWGRA officers. We have an excellent mix of skills which will 
allow us to respond on a factual and thorough basis to whatever proposals come forward 
from the developers.  If you think you can contribute to the work of this group, please contact 
us via info@owgra.org.uk. 

 

HIGHRISE BUILDINGS 
 Regular readers will know that we are continually trying to convince the London Borough of 

Hounslow to NOT allow the construction of tall buildings in the borough. These are going up 
everywhere and we really question whether these are the homes that people want, and 
whether they are intrinsically safe. Never mind the massive impact these have on the 
surrounding environment and quality of life of neighbours. 
 
At the beginning of December a fire broke out at the Travelodge Hotel in Brentford. This is 
only 5 storeys high, and thankfully everyone got out safely with no injuries. The fire appears 
to have started at a bin storage area of an adjacent building and then “….travelled up the 
outside of the five storey building. London Fire Brigade have confirmed that the cladding of 
the hotel was not a contributory factor in the way that the fire spread.” So it’s perfectly safe to 
build 10+storey tower blocks covered in cladding all over Hounslow next to existing older 
buildings then…. 

 

  

mailto:info@owgra.org.uk
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=confire1912b.htm
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LBH News 
 
RUBBISH AND RECYCLING COLLECTION OVER CHRISTMAS / NEW YEAR 

 The dates when rubbish and recycling will be collected by LBH over the Christmas / New 
Year period will be different from normal. Their crews have been leaving a bin hanger on all 
wheeled bins presented for their household waste collection over the past two weeks, which 
provides information on the changes and some Christmas tips. However distribution of these 
appears to be somewhat erratic as a number of OWGRA members haven’t received them. 
  
LBH have updated their website with the collection day changes and the link to their webpage 
is included here, showing the changes over the Christmas / New Year period. 
 
They also include details there when LBH will collect Real Christmas trees, which will be in 
the period from Tuesday 7 January to Friday 17 January 2020. Please note that this is NOT a 
2-week period during which they will collect your tree. Within this there is one day, related to 
your rubbish collection day, when they will collect your tree. 
 
There is also a link to their collection day finder page where you can search for your address 
and this will show you the collection schedule for the next four weeks. 

 
QUICK TIPS FOR GOOD WINTER HEALTH 

 Our Local NHS group has published the following list of tips for 
good winter health 
1. Can’t get a GP appointment?  Ask your GP or 111 to book 
you a hub appointment instead. 
2. Get your flu jab!  The vaccination is free for most carers. 
3. Ask your local pharmacist for advice about minor health 
problems. 
4. Collect repeat prescriptions in good time, especially before 
the festive period. 
5. Unsure what to do?  Call 111 to speak to a fully trained 
advisor, 24 hours a day. 
6. If you have a medical emergency, call 999 or go to A&E. 

 
“HOUNSLOW MATTERS” MAGAZINE 

 LBH are currently in the process of distributing the next edition of their “Hounslow Matters” 
magazine. We have heard from several residents that they do not receive it every time, so 
here is the digital version in case you don’t receive it 

 
SOCIAL CARE INFORMATION FROM LBH 

 While LBH would like as many people as possible to access information online via 
CarePlace, the council does offer a limited range of leaflets and booklets. 
 
Many adult social care publications may be downloaded here including their latest publication 
A guide to adult social care in Hounslow which offers a general overview of what people can 
expect when they get in touch. The new guide has a section for carers and a list of useful 
telephone numbers. Printed copies are available from LBH on request. 

 
CONSULTATIONS UNDERWAY 

 Public Consultations being run by Hounslow Council currently open for feedback from 
residents include the following: 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20002/recycling_and_rubbish/1811/christmas_collections_201920
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/homepage/86/recycling_and_waste_collection_day_finder
https://hounslow.app.box.com/s/vzmtdhsiconx5ohw4icy63u2drgltue1
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMTguMTMwMjkxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3Vuc2xvdy5jYXJlcGxhY2Uub3JnLnVrLz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.FZNt5zodrblX8wfpl5yVEMw3T5O0XM7iJeSt8vIuD_k/br/71489093293-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMTguMTMwMjkxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3Vuc2xvdy5nb3YudWsvaW5mby8yMDExNS9zdXBwb3J0aW5nX3lvdV90aHJvdWdoX2RpZmZpY3VsdHkvMTk5MC9mYWN0c2hlZXRzX2FuZF9pbmZvcm1hdGlvbl9ib29rbGV0cz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.1CeNfJ2lziR3QaXmQm0XBB8Dr0E7zTrJLw7DzPpUuiw/br/71489093293-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMTguMTMwMjkxMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYXJlcGxhY2Uub3JnLnVrL1NlcnZpY2VzLzE3ODc4P3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0mdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.5WTsejAjk2uizs4fEWtDxXn_BPdi1lpfXSFnGx2TWLU/br/71489093293-l
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- Licensing of Houses of Multiple Occupation (HMOs). Hounslow Council's additional li-

censing scheme for privately rented Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) expired in 

May 2019. They propose to introduce another additional licensing scheme in Hounslow to 

enable the council to effectively regulate these properties and to help tackle anti-social 

behaviour (ASB) associated with HMOs. Closing Date 27 Dec. (Details here).  

- Parking Ticket Charges - Proposed Increase. London has two charging levels for Parking 

Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs), often known as parking tickets. Hounslow is a Band B 

borough except for the Twickenham Stadium Event scheme, which already operates at 

the higher Band A level. They now propose applying to become a Band A borough to help 

improve the level of compliance with parking restrictions. This would increase the cost of 

a PCN from £60-£110 to £80-£130. Closing Date 21 Jan. ( Details here). 

In addition the Government is consulting on a proposal to strengthen the powers available to 
police to deal with illegal traveller encampments. In summary, it appears to be proposing to 
implement essentially the same legislation that has been enacted in Ireland (and which, as a 
result, caused many of the travellers who had been based in Ireland to move over to the UK). 
The closing date for this is 4 March 2020. Further details may be found here. 

  

https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/community-safety-and-enforcement/co-hmo-licensing/
https://haveyoursay.hounslow.gov.uk/traffic-and-transport/parking-ticket-charges/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-police-powers-to-tackle-unauthorised-encampments?utm_source=5fbda035-7012-4046-bfa6-af71706f1e62&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
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Local Events & Things To Do 
 
THISTLEWORTH NEW YEARS EVE EXTRAVAGANZA 

 Thistleworth Tennis Club on Ridgway Road 
North is running a New Year’s Eve event 
this year. Details are in the poster opposite. 
 
This is expected to be very popular, so 
anyone planning on attending is advised to 
book in advance, using this link. 
 
If you want to find out more information 
about this event, you can contact the club 
either on their email address 
(thistleworthclub@gmail.com) or by calling 
them on  07956 488201 
 
 

 
BRENTFORD CHRISTMAS MARKET 

 The last Christmas Market in Brentford High Street will be on 22nd December 2019. The first 
of the New Year will be on Sunday 5th January 2020. Further details are here (though we 
wouldn’t recommend wearing what the people in the photo are….) 

 
OSTERLEY PARK 

 There is a wide range of events on in Osterley Park over the coming weeks. Details can be 
found on their website here. Please also note that they are open every day except Christmas 
Day – useful if you just fancy a walk around the park. Their opening times can be found here. 
 
In particular, they are hosting a “Treasures of Osterley Exhibition” from 4 November 2019 to 
23 February 2020. They state that “'Treasures of Osterley' explores the rise to fame and 
fortune of the Child banking family of Osterley Park through the exquisite works of art and 
furniture they collected. The centrepiece of the exhibition is a 17th-century painting of St 
Agatha by Italian artist Carlo Dolci. This has been reinstated into the Osterley collection and 
is on show for the first time after its recent acquisition by the National Trust.” Further details 
may be found here and also here. 
 
An OWGRA member went to the preview at the end of October and reports that the exhibition 
is in the upstairs rooms and features some beautiful items which are normally not displayed.  
The Chinese lacquerware and Chinese and Japanese ceramics are very fine indeed. 

 
BRENTFORD MUSICAL MUSEUM 

 If you are a classic/traditional music fan, Brentford Musical Museum has a programme of 
events detailed here, with everything from sessions on their Wurlitzer to classic old films. 
Whilst their Christmas events have finished they are still open for visits with guided tours. 

 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fthistleworth-new-years-eve-extravaganza-tickets-83825100131&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca672cd891af7409d2db408d772ff4737%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637104313054628289&amp;sdata=PNxsj1yBPV1RV2cuI40D4F85S7hzfPRUPPMX161yjvA%3D&amp;reserved=0
mailto:thistleworthclub@gmail.com
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=market004.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=market004.htm
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house#Opening times
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/treasures-of-osterley-exhibition-at-osterley-park
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events/054b3a4a-a34c-4696-a554-8cbb7ebc5e72/pages/details
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=evmusicalmuseum1215.htm
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STORYTIME AT OSTERLEY LIBRARY 

 If you have babies or toddlers, and are looking for things to keep 
them amused, Osterley Library runs a regular Storytime every 
Monday at 10:00am. Details are in the flyer opposite.  
 

 
FILMS AND EVENTS AT WATERMANS 

 If you want to see a film but want something different from the latest Hollywood blockbuster, 
then the Watermans Centre in Brentford has an eclectic programme of films detailed here. 
 
Watermans are also putting on a Christmas Show from 7-30 December, with an “acrobatic 
and mischievous Pinocchio”. Tickets cost between £10 and £12 with family tickets available. 
Further details and how to book can be found here. 

 
SYON PARK 

 Syon House and Gardens are now closed for the winter. The new season will start on 
Monday, 16th March 2020. 

 
GUNNERSBURY PARK 

 Gunnersbury Park has events over the Christmas period, including a Magic Lantern 
Christmas Show on Sunday, 29th December. Further details may be found here. 

 
TURNER AND THE THAMES 

 The first exhibition of J.M.W. Turner’s original paintings in the house in Twickenham he 
designed for himself is to open on January 10th, 2020, thanks to a generous loan from the 
Tate. 
At the time Turner painted the exhibition’s five oils on mahogany panels, he was renting Syon 
Ferry House in Isleworth, retreating from the pressures of London life. Although this house no 
longer exists, his experience there was instrumental in his subsequent acquisition in 1807 of 
a piece of land in Twickenham on which he later built Sandycombe Lodge to his own designs, 
and which is now open to the public. During Turner’s time in Isleworth he acquired a little boat 
and modified it for use as a floating studio from which he could record first-hand impressions 
of the river. Further details are in this article. 

  

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans04.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/evwatermans202.htm
https://www.syonpark.co.uk/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/congunnsprk095.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=turner005.htm
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Crime and Local Policing 
 
DON’T LEAVE YOUR CAR IDLING IN THE MORNING 

 The Police advise us that, as we move into the colder winter months, the low morning 
temperature results in drivers leaving their cars unattended with engines idling on their 
driveways or on the road, to warm up their vehicles prior to setting off to work or wherever. 
This is NOT a good idea as criminals may exploit this opportunity to relieve you of your 
vehicle and drive it away when left unattended. We would also remind residents that if you do 
leave your car idling on your driveway or the road unattended, and it is stolen, there is a real 
risk that your insurance company may refuse to pay out on the basis that you failed to keep 
the car secured when unattended. 
 
The police also remind us that if you do leave your vehicle unattended whilst the engine is 
running you will be breaking the law. The Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) Regulations 2002 
Act enforces rule 123 of the Highway Code, which states: "You must not leave a vehicle’s 
engine running unnecessarily while that vehicle is stationary on a public road" and this is now 
being enforced by LBH (see previous eNewsletter). 
 
There are other ways to quickly de-ice your car - click here for --> Top tips for de-icing your 
car.  

 
CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFTS (CONTINUED) 

 This has seen quite a bit of 
coverage in the national 
press over the last few 
weeks. The graph opposite 
from the Police shows it is 
becoming a real problem 
(especially as replacing 
them can cost £1,000 or 
more). 
 
In the last few weeks we’ve 
heard of a Lexus SUV being 
done in Heston, plus 2 cars 
in Thornbury Rd, one in The 
Grove, one in Whitton Dene 
and one in Ede Close, 
Hounslow. 

 
Guidance has been a little unclear as to how to minimise the risk of this happening (we in-
clude ourselves in that).Things are a little clearer now 

 Thieves preferentially target hybrid cars – this is because hybrids use their cat converters 

less, so the precious metals in them are cleaner and in better condition (and therefore 

more valuable) 

 SUVs and other cars with higher ground clearance are easier for such criminals to get 

underneath (to steal the devices) 

 Catalytic Converters are located in various locations on different models (anywhere from 

within the engine compartment to somewhere along the exhaust system under the car) 

 Some makes of car have protection over their cat convertors whilst in others they are eas-

ier to access. 

https://www.confused.com/on-the-road/maintenance/how-to-de-ice-your-car
https://www.confused.com/on-the-road/maintenance/how-to-de-ice-your-car
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Toyota, Lexus and Honda models appear to be the most common vehicles targeted 

 Toyota GB admits that it’s Toyota Prius – second (2004-2009) and third-generation 

(2009-2016) models) and second-generation Auris Hybrids (2012-2018) are 'particular 

targets' for such thieves. 

 For its part, Honda said its Accord and Jazz models from 2008 onwards come with a pro-

tective tray under the car, making it harder for thieves to get at the catalytic converter. In 

models from 2015 onwards, the device has been placed in the engine bay, making it 

much harder to reach. 

This article includes more information on this. 

 
If you see anyone suspicious carrying an angle grinder tool or looking under vehicles then 
call the police on 999, reporting it as a crime in progress. Do not approach the suspects as 
they are known to be violent. Record as much information as possible such as car registra-
tion, make, model, how many occupants exit the vehicle, a description of the thieves and any 
distinguishing detail. Remember your safety is paramount especially if they are armed with a 
knife or sharp object. 
 
Police advice on actions to take to deter this sort of crime include 

 Consider installing CCTV devices where the car is parked overnight as a major deterrent 

which could cost less than replacing a catalytic convertor. 

 Look into anti-theft systems, locks and “motion” alarms, which can be purchased and fit-

ted. Search online for "catalytic converter lock". One such device is Catloc 

 Park the car in such a way that it is difficult for the criminals to jack it up and get under the 

car. 

 
CASH POINT/ATM SCAMS 

 There has been an increase in Cash Point / ATM scams. A device was removed from Tescos’ 
ATMs in Feltham High Street on the 29th November. 
 
The most common scam uses a device called a Lebanese Loop, a simple device that 
prevents your card being returned to you, with the scammers either looking over your 
shoulder or using a tiny camera attached to the ATM to read your pin. The other common 
method is called Card Skimming, which uses an electronic device that reads your card 
number, combined with a camera to gain your PIN. 
 
You can search “Lebanese Loop” and/or ATM scams in YouTube, where there are many 
excellent videos that will show you all the scams and how to protect yourself. There is, 
however, ONE simple thing you can do to prevent any such scams. COVER YOUR HAND 
WHEN TYPING IN YOUR PIN - place your hand or wallet as close as you can over the 
keypad as you enter your PIN. This will prevent anyone looking over your shoulder, or using a 
tiny camera, from learning your pin – and without it they cannot scam you. 
 
If something doesn’t feel right (someone standing close to you, something about the ATM 
doesn’t look right, etc.) then cancel the transaction and walk away. It may be nothing, but 
better safe than sorry….. So please be vigilant. 

 
CAR THEFT AVOIDANCE 

 Many of us will be visiting friends and relatives over the Christmas period, and potentially 
leaving our cars for extended periods unattended. The attached article lists a number of 
precautions to take to minimise the risk of your car being broken into / stolen. In summary 
their advice is threefold 

 Don’t tempt the criminal. Don’t leave anything in the car (and especially on display in the 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7800625/Nottingham-thieves-jack-car-street-removing-catalytic-converter-60-seconds.html
https://www.catlocks.co.uk/
https://www.met.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/theft-from-a-vehicle/vehicle-safe-and-sound/


Page 9 

car) or provide any clue there may be something worthwhile stealing in it. 

 Make it hard. Leave the car locked and alarmed, and use visible deterrents (steering 

wheel locks, etc.) 

 Make it visible. If you can’t park your car in a garage, make sure wherever it is, is highly 

visible (covered by CCTV, under streetlamp, visible to regular passers-by, etc. 

 
DETERRING HOUSE BURGLARS 

 Unfortunately the Police have advised us of a house burglary that was reported to them on 
03/12/2019 which occurred on the Great West Road. The burglar(s) had managed to gain 
entry into the property by smashing the rear patio door. It appears they initially got into the 
garden by getting through a damaged part of fencing. 
 
Please take the time to check the guidance on our website for how to deter burglars. 
 
This is especially important if you are planning on visiting friends / relatives over the 
Christmas period and leaving your property empty for a period. The more 

 there are visible deterrents (CCTV cameras, burglar alarm, motion-sensitive lighting, etc.) 

 the property is not easy to get into (side gates locked, garden fence high and not easy to 

climb over, all doors and windows locked, sheds locked, etc.) and 

 the property looks lived in (lights going on at night, cars in drive, no piles of milk, letters or 

newspapers at the front), 

the more likely that criminals will avoid it. And please don’t post on social media that you are 
away from home…! 

 
ANOTHER STABBING 

 Police are investigating after a man was injured and a firearm was discharged in Isleworth 
near the site of a murder that took place earlier this year. Such incidents do appear to be 
concentrated in specific locations rather than randomly scattered about. We are in constant 
liaison with the Police via the Ward Panel and the local Neighbourhood Watch. 
 
If you are the victim of crime, or see anything out of the ordinary, please DO report it to the 
Police – ways to report it are on our website. And if you are concerned about being identified 
when reporting something then you can report incidents to the Police anonymously via 
Crimestoppers (also on our website). 

 
THE 12 SCAMS OF CHRISTMAS + ANOTHER ONE 

 Take care over the festive season and get to know some common scams so that you don’t 
become a victim. Scams often exploit the Christmas spirit and can include bogus charities, 
pop up fake shopping sites, subscription traps, E-season greeting cards that contain viruses, 
loan scams, fraudulent ticket websites, and more. Remember, if it looks too good to be true, it 
almost certainly is. Watch the video made by Richmond Council here. 
 
And this article warns you of an SMS scam that claims to relate to Royal Mail trying to deliver 
a parcel to you (which claims to be a “new iPhone 11 you have won” in a Currys-PC World 
prizegiving). Remember – if it’s too good to be true, then it IS too good to be true….Stay safe 
this Christmas…. 

  

https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=concrime144.htm
https://owgra.org.uk/crime-reporting-preventing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMX2cJjbjbs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/shoppers-warned-over-royal-mail-21119568
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Other News 
 
S.E.N.D. PARENTS GROUP 

 Do you have a child with Special 
Educational Needs and would like to meet 
up with other parents in a similar 
position ? SEND Parents Group meets 
every Tuesday during term time, from 9-10 
am at Marlborough community centre.  
 
This is stated as being “a friendly and 
informal parents group for families of 
children with special educational needs / 
different abilities. All welcome, Tea & 
Coffee provided.” 
 
Further details are in the flyer opposite. 

 
SOUTH WEST TRAINS STRIKE 

 We are now well into the strike by the RMT union in a long-running dispute with South West 
Trains over guards. This strike will continue until 1st Jan. The TW8 website provides more 
information on the strike here. If you were planning on using South West Trains over the 
Christmas holiday period it might be an idea to look at alternative travel methods. Further details 
on what trains will be running, revised timetables, etc. can be found here from South West 
Trains. 

 
LOCAL CARE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 Careplace www.careplace.org.uk/  is a web directory of local care and community services and 
how to pay for them. On this page www.careplace.org.uk/Services/16122  you can download the 
useful current “Guide to Self-Funding Adult Social Care and Support Services in Hounslow”. 
 
The Community Information Guide from LB Hounslow is an online directory of all of the voluntary 
and community groups in Hounslow and information about community buildings that are 
available to hire in the borough https://cig.hounslow.gov.uk  

 
DO YOU WANT TO SUPPORT A NEW THEATRE COMPANY IN WEST LONDON ? 

 The TW8 Website has a story about the Maverick Theatre Company, which had acclaimed 
success this year at the Edinburgh festival and the Tabard Theatre (now the Chiswick 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/conswtrains053.htm
https://www.southwesternrailway.com/plan-my-journey/rmt-industrial-action
http://www.careplace.org.uk/
http://www.careplace.org.uk/Services/16122
https://cig.hounslow.gov.uk/
https://www.spacehive.com/handf-peoples-theatre-company
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Playhouse), and now has a new project; to establish a new theatre company in West London, 
the Hammersmith and Fulham people’s theatre company. They are crowdfunding to finance this 
initiative. If you are interested in contributing, or just want more information, this article has more 
details. I know it’s not in the OWGRA area, but Hammersmith is only a short tube or bus ride 
away….. 

 
NEED A FREE BIKE FOR A SHORT JOURNEY IN LONDON IN DECEMBER ? 

 If you need a bicycle for a short journey in London in December and would like it to be free, then 
Transport for London (TfL) are offering everyone free travel on Santander rental bikes over the 
Christmas period. Riders can claim a day of free journeys (each of up to 30 minutes) on any day 
in December. It can only be on one specific day, and all journeys you take on that day will be free 
provided each is under half an hour. Further details are in the attached article. 

 
LOOKING AT HOLDING A CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR PARTY LOCALLY? 

 If you’re thinking of booking a Christmas/New Year Party locally then why not consider using one 
of our local sports and fitness clubs? Many of them have rooms for hire – see the list on our 
website. As well as providing a venue for your party, you’ll be helping to support these local 
clubs, many of which are run by volunteers. 

 
CHEAP LIVE MUSIC 

 If your music tastes include the likes of Tyler the Creator, Disclosure and Khalid (calm down, 
form an orderly queue, stop mobbing me !) then you probably know they are performing at the 
Lovebox 2019 festival in Gunnerbury Park in 2020. If you live close to the festival site you can 
purchase reduced price tickets – the attached article has further details. Of course this offer to 
people living close to the site does not suggest in any way there will be any disruption to them 
from the festival. Personally I’ll stick with the likes of Led Zeppelin and Beethoven….. 

 
MORE FREQUENT TRAINS 

 Transport for London (TfL) has announced improvements on the Overground train service which 
will improve frequency of local services. Customers using the London Overground routes from 
Richmond and Clapham Junction to Stratford will benefit from a more regular service from 
Sunday 15 December, as frequency is increased to meet growing demand. No news of anything 
on the Hounslow Loop line serving Syon Lane and Isleworth, but it’s better than nothing… 
Further details are in the attached article. 

 
CONGESTION AROUND KEW BRIDGE TO GET WORSE 

 We’ve reported in the past about the serious congestion around Kew Bridge at busy times 
because of the closure of Hammersmith Bridge, with queues stretching back to the Chiswick 
Roundabout and along Brentford High Street. 
 
Well now those lovely people at Transport for London (TfL) are about to make that a whole lot 
worse, because they are starting work building Cycleway 9 at Kew Bridge junction – which 
means lane closures. The main traffic delays are expected for those travelling on Brentford High 
Street, eastbound on the A315 Kew Bridge Road, and on Kew Bridge. What war on the car…?? 

 
BUS SERVICES IN THE AREA 

 Over the last few weeks some residents have noticed that the H91 bus appears to be more 
crowded than normal and that they have had to wait longer for a bus. If you query the timetable 
at this link it shows the current timetable (which apparently changed on 11 Nov 2019) and states 
that it is a “Temporary Monday to Friday timetable with reduced daytime frequencies”. When we 
enquired about this we were told “……there is no change in frequency, just a change in running 
time…”. So that’s all clear then…..?! 

http://www.actonw3.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/mavericktheatre001.htm
http://www.actonw3.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/mavericktheatre001.htm
http://www.actonw3.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/ldrstrans005.htm
https://owgra.org.uk/health-and-fitness%ef%bb%bf/
https://owgra.org.uk/health-and-fitness%ef%bb%bf/
http://www.actonw3.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/congunnsprk096.htm
http://www.actonw3.com/default.asp?section=info&spage=common/overgroundincreasetrains001.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=cycling013.htm
http://www.londonbusroutes.net/times/H91.htm
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1,400 MORE PEOPLE TO MOVE TO GSK SITE 

 The TW8 website report that 1,400 GSK staff are moving from their current location at Stockley 
Park to the GSK headquarters complex on the Great West Road in Brentford. Whilst we applaud 
GSK for this vote of confidence in the area and increase in (local) employment, we admit to a 
modicum of concern about 1,400 more commuters on the already overstretched local transport 
network. No doubt this has all been allowed for…. 

 
TW8 NEWSLETTER 

 You might have noticed that we frequently give links to news and stories on 
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/  (it covers TW7 as well as TW8).  This is a very informative 
website, and you can sign up on their home page to receive their weekly e-newsletter.  There are 
also similar websites for Chiswick (http://www.chiswickw4.com/ ) and Ealing 
(http://www.ealingtoday.co.uk ) if you are interested. 

 

http://www.brentfordtw8.com/default.asp?section=info&page=congsk001.htm
http://www.brentfordtw8.com/
http://www.chiswickw4.com/
http://www.ealingtoday.co.uk/

