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OWGRA 
OSTERLEY AND WYKE GREEN RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the 5th Meeting of the 2019/20 Committee 

held at Wycombe House Club, 385 Jersey Road, TW7 5PJ 
on Wednesday 4 December 2019 at 10.30 am. 

 
Present: 
Committee Members: 
Cliff Assi (CA)   Chairman (left 10.50)  
Laurence Hawcroft (LH) Vice Chairman 
Paul Bains (PB)  Quartermaster 
Lis Guest (LG)   Street Rep Co-ordinator 
Cecilia Hodgson (CHo)  Communications Officer (left 12.00) 
Colin Hume (Chu)  Crime and ASB 
Edward Locke (EL)  Membership Secretary (minute taker) 
Sheila O’Reilly (SO’R)  Planning Officer  
David Pavett (DP)  Webmaster (left 12.20) 
Liz Thornborrow (LT)  Treasurer (left 12.30) 
Barbara Stryjak (BS)  OWGRA member (Tesco/Homebase Working Group Lead) 
 
NB. Minutes to be read in conjunction with the agenda reports previously circulated, 
attached to email from LH, dated 01.12.19. 
 
1.Apologies for Absence: 
 
None 
 
2. Minutes of the 4th Meeting held on 23 October 2019 
 
a) SO’R noted that under 7d the document was called ‘Council Homes for Londoners’.  LH 
proposed, and CHu seconded, and it was agreed that the minutes be approved.  
 
b) Matters Arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda: None 
 
c) EL suggested, and it was agreed, that the minutes be circulated and agreed as soon as 
possible after the meeting, so they could be signed and certified by the Chairman and included 
with any bank account mandate documentation. 
          Action: EL, LH, CA, LT 
 

 
3. Chairman’s/Vice-Chairman’s Report 
 
Previously circulated. 
 
a)Freedom of Information Request 
LH reported that he had received a response to our FoI request regarding Council meetings 
with Berkeley Homes about the Tesco/Homebase project.  LBH had fobbed it off saying there 
had been many meetings since October 2018, but either there were no minutes, or that where 
they were taken, they were ‘confidential’. DP stated that this was a shocking response, and it 
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was agreed that he and CHo would liaise with LH to draft a further request regarding the 
minimum housing standards, acceptable deviations from the development guidelines given in 
the Local Plan (a statutory document), and the traffic implications of the project, reiterating our 
right to know what general advice has been given to the developers.   
         Action: LH, DP, CHo 
 
b) New Treasurer 
LT gave a resume of her background, her career in management accounting, and her previous 
roles as a community group treasurer.  LH proposed, and DP seconded, and her appointment 
was unanimously agreed. 
 
c) 172-174 Wood Lane Planning Committee Minutes 
LH reported that LBH had confirmed that in their view the minutes were correct.  Cllr. Louki had 
advised us to leave it at that, and it was agreed.  BS noted that planning meeting decisions 
needed to be much more clearly stated (and specifically numbers voting for, against and 
abstentions).  LH will raise this at the next G15+ meeting.  

Action: LH 
           
d) AGM Minutes 
LH had previously circulated a draft.  PB proposed, and CHu seconded, and they were accepted. 
 
e)  Attendance at External Meetings 
As on the Agenda.  The IBAF meeting on 12.12.19 had been cancelled. 
 
f)  E-Newsletter 
While all agreed that it was very informative, it was perhaps a little long.  It was agreed that 
where a link could be included rather than content it should be.  BS noted that around 15% of 
members did not have an email address.  CHo suggested that hard copies could be delivered to 
the library, with a note to access further info via their computer.  Action: LH 
 
g)  Paper Newsletter 
It was agreed that in the new year this will go to all residents, along with the new membership 
form.  We will then try to get street reps to follow up past members.  Content:  
Tesco/Homebase-BS; Space Standards-DP; Further Developments in west of borough-EL; Air 
Quality-LG to update; How to Contact-LH.  Drafts needed by 21.12.19.  

Action: LH, BS, DP, LG, EL 
 
h)  Consultation regarding Illegal Encampments 
LH reported the consultation on strengthening police powers regarding illegal encampments, to 
bring them in line with Ireland. This would target groups rather than individuals and was in 
response to an upsurge in traveller activity.  It was agreed that we do not take a position until 
we have more information.  DP undertook to research the matter further. 
          Action: DP 
 
4.   Treasurer’s Report 
 
Previously circulated. 
 
a)PayPal 
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LT expressed concern that, even at a ‘not-for-profit’ rate we would be losing around 50p on 
each new £10 membership fee.  It was agreed to postpone implementing PP until LT had 
researched further.  It was confirmed that Gift Aid could only be claimed if we were a registered 
charity.         Action: LT, DP 
 
b)  Membership Charge 
It was agreed  to set it at  £10.  EL undertook to redraft the new membership form to include 
the increased charge and an encouragement to set up a SO. 
CHo will provide last years’ draft.      Action: EL, CHo 
 
c) Bank Account Mandates 
The following changes to the mandates were agreed: 
 
Co-operative Bank 
Signatories: Currently Cliff Assi, Laurence Hawcroft, Edward Locke and Barbara Stryjak.  Agreed 
that Barbara Stryjak be removed and Liz Thornborrow be added. 
Contact details:  Currently Barbara Stryjak is the contact.  Agreed that Liz Thornborrow be the 
contact. 
On-line Banking.  Agreed that Liz Thornborrow be registered for on-line banking. 
          Action: LT 
 
Manchester Building Society 
Signatories: Currently Cliff Assi, Laurence Hawcroft, Edward Locke and Barbara Stryjak.  Agreed 
that Barbara Stryjak be removed and Liz Thornborrow be added. 
Contact details:  Currently Barbara Stryjak is the contact.  Agreed that Liz Thornborrow be the 
contact. 
          Action: LT 
 
It was further agreed that as there is a specific ‘Treasurer’ email address on the G-mail account, 
Liz Thornborrow be given access to the account.    Action: DP 
 
 
 
5. Membership Secretary’s Report 
  
Previously circulated. 
 
a)Membership Cards 
EL reported that CHo had assisted in ordering new membership cards.  He will arrange for her 
reimbursement.        Action: EL, LH 
 
 
 

6.  Street Rep Co-ordinator’s Report 
 
Previously circulated. 
 
a)Climate Emergency 
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LG will update on the RIBA stance in due course.  She undertook to recirculate her draft letter 
to Cllr. Dunne on behalf of OWGRA for comment/approval by 15.12.19.  She recommended the 
‘Nature’ article referred to in her report.  BS noted it was important to know how this all feeds 
into the Tesco/Homebase project.      Action: LG, All 
      
 
7. Webmaster’s Report 
 
Previously circulated. 
 
DP had been unable to make much progress on updating the website.  He had put on a section 
under ‘planning’ for the Tesco/Homebase material.  He would put on content from the public 
meeting.  LH and DP will liaise regarding further updating.  BS suggested, and it was agreed, 
that the new website be set up with a T/H section, and that she would do the uploading.  There 
were a couple of people on the T/H working group who had IT skills. 
         Action: DP, LH, BS, CHo
         
 
8. Communications Officer’s Report 
 
Previously circulated. 
 
NTR 
 
9. Tesco/Homebase Working Group Lead 
 
Previously circulated. 
 
BS noted the well-attended public meeting, and all agreed that it was a good launch.  There had 
been a good response to forming a working group, which was meeting at 7.30 on Thursday 12 
December at the Grasshoppers Club.  BS and SO’R had attended the developer’s Community 
Liaison Group meeting on 3.12.19 and reported quite positively.  BS noted that the architects 
for the Tesco site (JTP) were the same as for the Campion House site, which may bode well.  
Having seen the OWGRA demolition of their polling questions, the developer has asked us to 
come up with questions. 
 
 
10. Planning Officer’s Report 
 
Previously circulated. 
 
a) 180 Wood Lane 
SO’R predicted that although recommended for refusal, they will probably appeal.  This will be 
a good test of the Conservation Area regs. 
 
b)  Other Developments 
BS reported that the contractor who built Grasshoppers had gone bust.  She had been informed 
that the new Bolder school was due to start in mid-January. We need to get the construction 
schedule from them to share on the website      Action: LH 
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11. Crime and ASB 
 
Previously circulated 
 
a)Ward Panel AGM 
CHu reported that the WP AGM was quite well attended, but perhaps next time they might 
have a speaker.  The next WP meeting is in January.  The OWL messaging system was working 
well.   
 
b)  Neighbourhood Watch 
BS was now the NW Co-ordinator for the ward.  She will look for greater liaison with the WP.  
LH recommended the link to the ‘scam’ videos in the last e-newsletter.  He would update the 
guidance on the web site.       Action: LH 
 
 
12. A.O.B. 
 
None 
 
12. Date of Next Meeting 
 
22 January 2020.  
 
Further meetings for 2020: 4 Mar; 22 Apr; 27 May (AGM – evening); 10 Jun; 15 Jul; 26 Aug; 7 
Oct; 18 Nov; 16 Dec. (Note change from previously notified). 
 


